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aforesaid acts, that portion of the damages awarded by the 
United States judges in east Florida, under the name of in- 
terest, as a just and necessary part ot the salistaction stip- 
ulated by the treaty, so far as the original value of the prop- 
erty. as awarded by the said judges, has been approved at 
the Treasury Department, with interest from the date of the 
award: Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury may, 
at his option, pay the amount of such claims in certificates 
orstock bearing an interest of five per centum per annum, 
redeemable in ten years, or at the pleasure of the President 
of the United States. 

in ordef to render my remarks as brief as pos- 
sible,as I find that the report made bythe honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Crark] 


| ams and Mr. Onis, which led to the treaty of 1819, that | 


| before General Jackson entered Florida in 1818. 


| will listen to me for one minute. 


contains the history of this case, perhaps, in a | 


more condensed form than I could myself give it, 
| propose to read the report. [**Oh,no!t’’] I 
shall read the report, because the reading was 
called for by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
Bayarp,} and if I do not have it read, he will. I 
do not propose to read every paragraph of the re- 
ort, but will read that which will give a con- 
densed history of the case. There are many mem- 


bers of the Senate, to whom this claim is entirely | 
novel; and inasmuch as the report gives the true | 


history of the case, | ask their attention toit. It 
is one of very great Importance, to carry into ef- 
fect treaty supulations with Spain. The report 
says: 

“In 1811, relations of peace and amity existed between 
the United States and Spain, under the treaty of 1795; but 
the relations between the United States and Great Britain, 
and between the latter Power and Spain, were of such a 
character as to create apprehensions on the part of the Uni- 


ted States that Great Britain would seize the provinces of | 


East and West Florida, then a dependency of the Crown of | 


Spain; and the United States having long looked to a ces- 
sion of those provinces as an indemnity for ber just claims 
upon Spain, and being unwilling, from their geographical 
position, that any other Power should possess them, and 
especially Great Britain, with whom we were then on the 
eve of war, Congress, on the loth day of January, 1811, 
passed an act and joint resolution, by the former of which 
the President was authorized to take possession of the 
Floridas.*? 





Now, I shall pass over 

Mr. HUNTER. Will my friend from Florida 
allow me to ask him, did the Committee on Claims 
authorize him-to move this as an amendment to 
the appropriation bill? 

Mr. MALLORY. Certainly, sir; Iam of the 
Committee on Claims myself. They authorized 
me to move it to any of these bills that are before 
us. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I raise this point of order, 
that the Committee on Claims cannot authorize 
a gentleman, who is not a member of the commit- 
tee, to move an amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
learn that 1 am not a member of the committee ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Is the Senator a member 
of that committee? ; 

Mr. MALLORY. I have just stated that fact. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Then I will ask my friend 
from Florida if he will yield to a motion to ad- 
joura, and continue his speech in the morning ? 

Mr. MALLORY. No; I have the floor. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. You will be entitled to the 
floor to-morrow. 


Mr. MALLORY. I think I shall occupy too 


much time, even by going on now. I am not dis- | 


posed to delay the Senate a single moment. I will 
skip over many paragraphs of the report and con- 
dense what I have to say as much as possible. I 
read again from the report: 


_ “As this occupation of East Florida by the American 
forces Was strenuously and forcibly resisted by the Spanish 
authorities thereof, a feeling of great bitterness on the part 
ol the invading forces was excited against the loyal Span- 
ish inhabitants and officers ; and an occupation of the prov- 
ice, Which was only intended by Congress, in the eondi- 
tion of things found to exist, to be peaceful on the part of 
the United States and voluntary on the part of Spain, was 
converted inte a forcible occupation by the agent of the 
United States.” ° 


The United States occupied East Florida for two 
years—1813 and 1814—and invaded West Flor- 
ida in 1814 and 1818; and this occupation of the 


How did the gentleman | 


1 





| 
| 


l'loridas led to reelamations on the part of Spain. | 


The American army had despoiled their citizens 
of their property; they bad used it as their own, 


they had treated the provinces as conquered prov- 
inces, 


‘it appears, from the correspondence between Mr. Ad- 
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mutual indemnities for all injuries were fuily 


agreed upon | 
*— Ameri 
can State Papers, Foreign Relations, vol. 4, pages 465, 467, 
475. 

Mr: PUGH. 





I hope my friend from Florida 
This amend- 
ment, | know, will give rise to a debate which 
will last until daylight; and it amounts toa defeat 
of this bill. It cannot pass without a lengthy de- 
bate. I have examined it somewhat, and I know 


a great many Senators will speak on it, if it is | 


persisted in. I implore him, therefore, not to pre- 


cipitate us into that catastrophe, and to withdraw | 
| 


the amendment. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


appeal, and have yielded to just such appeals 


during the fore part of the session, until this mo- | 


ment. I will say, however, that if the opponents 
of this proposition will not debate it, [ will agree 
to take a vote now, without a single word. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I suggest that I think it 
possible that, at the proper time, this might be 
passed, but it certainly cannot be passed to-night. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let us have a vote. 

Mr. MALLORY. | am willing to have a vote 


now. If the understanding is that the Senate will | 


take the vote, I will yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The question 


is: ** Will the Senate agree to this amendment?’? | 


Mr. MALLORY called for the yeas and nays; 


and they were ordered. 


Mr. YULEE. I beg to say that I do not vote 
on this amendment because | happen, as the rep- 


| resentative of one or two estates and as a legatee 


under a will, to have a personal interest in this 


| question, 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 12, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bright, Cameron, Clark, Dixon, Foster, 
yreen,Gwin, Hale, Houston, Iverson, Mallory, and Toombs 
—12, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Broderick, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Davis, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hammond, Harlan, 
Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Jones, King, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Se 
bastian, Seward, Shields, Smity, Stuart, Trumbull, and 


| Ward—34. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


I wish to explain to the 


| Senate that, in transcribing the amendments to 


the naval bill, one of our clerks omitted a short 


| section, and in the committee of conference we 


were not able to get it. 


I ask that it may be put 
on this bill. 


I therefore offer this amendment: 
And be it further enacted, That such officers as were 


placed on the furlough list, by the act of the naval retiring 
board, and who have been subsequently transferred to the 


leave list, shall be allowed leave pay for and during the time | 


they were on the furlough list as aforesaid, deducting the 
furlough pay which they received during said time, and that 
in case of the death of any officer after his restoration or 


' transfer as aforesaid, his legal representatives shall be enti 
| tled to receive the amount which such officer would have 
| received under this act up to the time of his death. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FITCH. I again move, from the Commit- 
tee on Printing, the amendment relative to the con- 


| tinuation of the American State Papers. 


Mr. HUNTER. If my own friends will move 


| all these amendments twice, I do not see how we 


are to getalong. We have voted once on this, 
and here it is again. 

Mr. FITCH. I will simply say to my friend 
from Virginia, that his present impatience does 
not correspond with the deliberation which in- 


I feel the full force of the | 





duced him to move a recess of two hours this | 


afternoon. 
ment. 
made by my associate on the committee, the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis.]} 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And beit further enacted, That the Secretary of the Sen- 


I do not intend to debate this amend- | 
If any explanation is required it will be 


ate and Clerk of the House of Representatives are hereby | 


directed so to modify their contract with Gales & Seaton 
for publishing the continuation of the ‘‘ American State 
Papers,’ made under authority of the act of the 12th of 
June, 1853, as to stipulate that they be allowed $10 50 a 
volume, on condition that the said publishers shail defray 


' all expenses of selecting, compiling,and arranging the doc- 


} 


uments, according to the rate of compensation paid for the 
same services in compiling and preparing the first series ; 
also the expenses of binding the same, and the expense of 
all lithographs and wood engravings required in any of the 
documents ; also the expense of preparing full and proper 
indexes for each volume, and general indexes for each class; 
and all other contingent or incidental expenses whatever 
attending said publication. And the said volumes shall be 
delivered to the Secretary of the Interior, as the same may 


| be completed, who shall place three hundred copies in the 
| Department of State for its use, and for exchange wiih for- 
| eign Governments, and seven hundred copies in his own 


Department for distribution to public libraries in the several 
States and Territories, and hold the residue of the copies 
in his custody, subject to the further order of Congress. 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to 
pay for the said work, as the same may be delivered, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
on the certificate of the said Secretary of the Interior: Pro- 
vided, That not more than $25,000 shall be so paid on ac- 
count of said publication during the current fiseal year. 


The amendment was agreed to—ayes twenty- 


| five, noes not counted. 


Mr. 1IVERSON. I renew the amendment which 
I offered in Committee of the Whole in behalf of 
Gilbert & Gerrish: 

And he it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 
terior be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to pay, 
out of the judiciary fund heretofore appropriated for the 
Territory of Utah, such sum as may be found due to Messrs. 
Gilbert and Gerrish, upon drafts and certificates of Joseph 
L.. Heywood, late marshal of Utah, not exceeding the sum 
ot $24.659 97, which is the amount found due to said mar- 
shal, upon the settlement of his accounts, and now stand- 


| ing to his credit in the Treasury, and that the same be 


| and nays. 


charged to such marshal on the books of the Treasury. 


Mr. HUNTER. I raise the question of order. 
It is the same thing we decided before. 

Mr. IVERSON. Let the Chair decide it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
makes the same decision he did before. 

Mr. LVERSON. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and on that question I ask for the yeas 
I do net intend to debate it. 

Mr. CLAY. I move to lay the appeal on the 


1 table. 


Mr. IVERSON. 
on that. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. IVERSON. I was not disposed to debate 
this question, if the Senator from Alabama 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
lay on the table is not debatable. 

Mr. |VERSON. Very well. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 


I call for the yeas and nays 





upon Mr. Cray’s motion, resulted—yeas 26, nays 


19; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Bayard, Bigler, Brown, Chesnut, 
Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitz 


| patrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hunter, Joimson of Ten- 
| nessee, Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Masou, Pearce, Pugh, 


Reid, Rice, and ‘Voombs—26. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Ctark, Dixon, 
Durkee, lessenden, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Iver- 


| son, Jones, Polk, Seward, Shields, Trumbull, Wade, and 


Ward—19. 
So the appeal was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to renew an amend- 
ment that was voted down this morning, to pay 
for some paving stone that was taken by the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings through mistake. 
1 will not debate it. The amendment is: 

To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings to pay to 
John F. Callan, for stone taken from square number 562, in 
Washington City, and used in paving New Jersey avenue, 
$162. 

The amendment was objected to this morning 
as being a private claim. The Government made 
an appropriation, and directed the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings to perform certain work. He 
went on todo it; and in doing it, $160 worth of 
stone, that belonged, not to the Government, as he 
supposed at the time, but to a private individual, 
was taken. 

[** That will do!’’] 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. The bill was 
read the third time. 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays on ita 
passage; and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 35, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
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Brown, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, 
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Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, | 


Iverson, Jolinson of Arkansas, Jones, Kennedy, Lane, Ma! 
lory, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Shields, 
Siuart, Toombs, Ward, and Yulee—35. 

NAYS—Mesers. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Seward, Sim- 
mons, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—20. 


So the bill was passed. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the | 


Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
and they were signed by the Vice President: 

An act (S. No. 129) to provide for the settle- 
ment of the land claim of the persons claiming as 
heirs of, or under, Jehu Underwood, as purchas- 


ers or otherwise, to certain lands in Florida, and | 


to confirm the title to the proper owners, 
An act (5S. No. 224) for the relief of Edward 
— : 


n act (S. No. 292) for the relief of James A. 


Glanding; and 


An act (S. No. 606) to carry into effect the 


convention between the United States and China, 


concluded on the 8th of November, 1858, at 
Shanghae. 


MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. J. B. Henry, his Pri- 
vate Secretary; which was read, as follows: 

Wasuineron, March 3, 1859. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

An imperative sense of duty compels me to 
make an appeal to Congress to preserve the credit 
of the country. This is the last day of the pres- 
ent Congress, and no provision has yet been 
made for the payment of appropriations and to 
meet the outstanding Treasury notes issued under 
the authority of law. From the information 
which has already been communicated to Con- 


gress by the Secretary of the Treasury, it is man- | 


ifest that the ordinary receipts into the Treasury, 
even under the most favorable circumstances, 
will scarcely meet the ordinary expenses of the 
Government during the remainder of the present 
fiscal year, ending on the 30th of June. At that 
time nearly eighteen millions of Treasury notes 
will have become duc, and many of those not yet 
due are daily paid for duties at the different ports, 


and there will be no means in the Treasury to | 


meet them. Thus the country, which is fall of 
resources, will be dishonored before the world, 
and the American people, who are a debt-paying 
people, will be disgraced by the omission on our 
part todo ourdaty. It is impossible to avoid this 
catastrophe, unless we make provision this very 
day to meet the lawful demands on the public 
Treasury. 


If this were the first instead of the | 


last session of a Congress, the case would be dif- | 


ferent. You might then be convened by procla- 
mation forto-morrow morning. Butthereare now 
thirteen States of the Union, entitled to seventy- 


eight Representatives, in which none have been | 


elected. It will, therefore, be impracticable for a 
large majority of these States to elect their mem- 
bers before the Treasury shall be compelled to 
stop payment. 

Under these circumstances, I earnestly recom- 
mend to Congress to make provision within the 
few remaining hours of the session for the pres- 
ervation of the public credit. The urgency of 
the case not only justifies but demands that, if 
necessary, this shall be done by a separate bill. 


We ought to incur no risk when the good faith 


of the country is at stake. 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the message 
was ordered to lic on the table and be printed. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MASON. There is a resolution from the 
House of Representatives, accompanying House 
bill No. 872, making appropriations for defraying 
the expenses of the Post Oflice Department. 7 
ask that that resolution be read, in order that, to 
facilitate the public business we may dispose of 
the subject. 

The Secretary read the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, as follows: 

“Resolved, That House bill No. 872, making appropri- 
ations for defraying the expenses of the Post Office Depart. 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1860, with the 


Senate amendments thereto, be returned to the Senate, as | 


section thirteen of said amendments is in the nature of a 
revenue bill.”’ 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Without making any | 


comment on that resolution, and considering it 
very important that we should dispose of the sub- 


OBE. 


| 


} 
! 
i 
| 
! 


ject in such a manner as to prevent it from becom- | 


ing an obstruction to the regular course of legis- 
lation, as far as that can possibly be done, or an 
occasion of any conflict between the two Houses, 
I offer, for the-consideration of the Senate, the 
following resolution: 


The House of Representatives having communicated to 
the Senate a resolution, in the following words, to wit: 
** Resolved, That House bill No. 872, making appropriations 
for defraying the expenses of the Post Office Department 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1860, with the Senate 
amendments thereto, be returned to the Senate, as section 
ep of said amendments is in the nature of a revenue 
ied 

Resolved hy the Senate of the United States, That the Sen- 
ate and Tiouse, being of right equally competent, each to 
judge of the propriety and constitutionality of its own ac 
tion, the Senate has exercised said rightiy its action on the 
amendments sent to the House, leaving to the [louse its 


right toadopt or reject each of said amendiments at its pleas- | 


ure. . 

Resolved, That this resolution be communicated to the 
House of Representatives, and that the bill and amend- 
ments aforesaid be transmitted therewith. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous | 


consent, and agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President 
Mr. YULEE. Before the subject passes from 
the attention of the Senate, I desire simply to 





rate of postage, which was one of the most im- 


portant bills we have passed on that subject, ori- | 


ginated in the Senate, and was afterwards passed 
by the House of Representatives. 


NEW YORK INDIANS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move to take up bill (S. 


No. 389) providing for the allotment of lands to | 











March 8, 
now residing thereon, by the treaty of January 15, 139 
made and concluded at Buffalo Creek, in the State of New 
York, aud the treaty made at the same place on the 20 h 
day of May, 1842; said lands to be selected within said = 
strve,in Kansas Territory, in conformity to the legal ng 
divisions of the public surveys, and so as to inelude the it f 
provemefes (if any there be) of each Indian, and patents 
for the same shall be issued to the head of each family. 
When the selections shall have been thus made and allot. 
ted, the remainder of said reserve shall be considered q = 
of the public lands, and shall be subject to settiement, a 


emption, and entry, as otheg lands belonging to the United 
States.”? 


Mr. KING. I move to amend the amendment 
by striking out all after the word * who,” in the 
first line of the House amendment, and insertino- 

g: 


“Ts of or among the Indians and tribes provided for b 
the treaty of January 15, 1833, made and concluded at But. 
faio Creek, in the State of New York, and the treaty made 
at the same place, May 20, 1842, and as soon as the $400,009 
which it is provided by the fifteenth section of the saiq 
treaty shall be appropriated for aid by the United States jn 
the removal of the said New York Indians, and for their 
support and benefit after removal shall be provided, the 
President shall appointa commissioner to carry out the pro. 


| Visions of the treaty, who shall appoint a suitable day anq 


time within which the said New York Indians shall remoye 
to the lands set apart for them in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the said treaty, or forfeit their right to the lands, 
and of the day and time so appointed, immediate informa. 
tion shall be given to the said Indians by the President.” 
The bill which passed the Senate at the last 
session, passed without the knowledge of the Sen- 
ators from New York, and went to the House of 
Representatives; and, as we understand it, it isa 
bill which assumes to forfeit the right ofthe Indians 


of our State, under the treaty which was made 
state the fact that the bill of 1845, regulating the | 


certain New York Indians, and for other pur- | 
poses, in order to concur in the amendment of the | 
|| House of Representatives. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider the amendment of the House, 
which was, to strike out all after the word ‘** In- 
dian’’ in the sixth line, to the end of the bill, and 
insert new provisions, soasto make the bill read: 

That the President be, and he is hereby, directed, as soon 
as practicable, to cause three hundred and twenty acres, or 
one half section of land, to he set apart and allotted to each 


individual Indian who pmoved under the provisions of 
treaty hereinafter referre 


d to, and to their children, in the | 


with them in 1838, at Buffalo Creek, which sets 
forth that the object of the treaty was to provide 
a home for the Indians, as was then the general 
policy of the country, inthe West, and to remove 
them from the old States of the Union. The In- 
dians of the State of New York were the owners 
of a right to live with a band of western Indians; 
but, under the arrangement with the Federal Gov- 
ernment, that was settled, so as to give them five 
hundred thousand acres of land, in the vicinity of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. By 1838, the lands at 


Green Bay had become very valuable, and were 


| wanted for settlement. The same desire and pur- 


pose existed in New York, and the same policy 
received the favor of the Federal Government 
here, of a desire to send the Indians off, and, in 
1838, atreaty was made with the various tribes of 
the New York Indians for the cession of the five 
hundred thousand acres at Green Bay, and they 


, were awarded a large quantity of land in the ter- 


tract of land set apart for the use of the New York Indians | 


by the treaty of January 15, 1838, made and concluded at 
Buffalo Creek, in the State of New York, and the treaty 


lands to be selected within said reserve in Kansas Terri- 
tory, in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public 


surveys, and so as to include the improvements (if any there | 


be) of each Lndian, and patents for the same shall be issued | 


to each individual Indian aduit, or to heads of families for | 


themselves and their minor children, they to locate their 
lands within the space of one year trom the passage of this 


act; and when the location shall have been thus made and | 
allotted, and atter the expiration of said year, the remainder | 


of the reserve shall be considered a part of the public lands, | 


and shall be subject to setdement and entry as other lands | 
belonging to the United States; and no settlements, other || 


than by Indians above referred to, shall be made on said 
reserve for the space of one year from and after the passage 
of this act, unless the selections can sooner be made. All 
setlements heretofore made on said reserve shall be recog- 
nized from the date of said settlement, and entitled to pre- 
emption, the same as if tac said lands had been Govern- 
ment lands and subject to settkement: Provided, That the 
Indians named shall have precedence over any other settler 
where the same may come in conflict. Atter paying all the 
moneys neeessary for carrying out the provisions of this 
act, the remainders of all moneys aceruimg from sales by 
preémption, private entry, er otherwise, of any lands within 
the tract and reserve abovenamed, shall be paid into the 
‘Treasury of the United States, and kept as a separate and 
distinct fund, and held subject to any future acts of Con- 
gress in relation to said New York Indians, or to the pro- 
visions of any treaty made, or hereafter to be made, with 


trict courts of the United States forthe Territories of Kansas | 


and Nebraska, shall severaily jrereafter, for the purpose of 


ritory which was then known as the Indian Ter- 
ritory, and is now the Territory of Kansas—some 


| one million eight hundred thousand acres, and it 


; | was set apart for them by metes and bounds. I 
made at the same place on the 20th day of May, 1542; said || I y 


will read the second article of the treaty: 


** In consideration of the above cession and relinquish- 
mént on the part of the tribes of the New York Indians, and 
inorderto manifest the deep interest of the United States 
in the future peace and prosperity of the New York Indians, 
the United States agree to set apart the following tracts of 
country, situated directly west of the State of Missouri, as 
a permanent home for ail the New York Indians, now re- 
siding in the State of New York, or in Wiseousin, or else- 
where in the United States, who have no permanet homes; 
which said country is described as follows, to wit: Begin- 
ning On the west line of the State of Missouri, at the north- 
east corner of the Cherokee tract, and running thence north 


| along the west line of the State of Missouri, twenty-seven 
| miles to the southerly line of the Miama lands; thence west 


so far as shall be necessary, by running a line at right an- 


| gles, and parallel to the west line aforesaid, to the Osage 
| lands, and thence easterly along the Osage and Cherokee 


lands to the place of beginning; to include one million eight 


|, hundred and twenty-four thousand acres of land, being 
| three hundred and twenty acres for each soul of said In- 


dians, as their numbers are at presentcomputed. ‘To have 


, and to hold the same in fee simple to the said tribes or na- 


tions of Indians, by patent from the President of the United 
States, issued in conformity with the provisions of the third 


| section of the act entitled ‘An act to provide for an exchange 
| of lands with the Indians residing in any of the States or 
| Territories, and for their removal west of the Mississippi,’ 
| approved the 28th day of May, 1830, with full power and 
said ludians, or any of them, in reference thereto. The dis- || 


authority in the said Indians to divide said lands among the 
different tribes, nations, or bands, in severalty, with the right 


| to seH and convey to and from each other, under such laws 


enforcing the act of June 30, 1834, have the same jurisdic - | 


tion wa was conferred by the twenty-fourth section of the 


intercourse act upon the United States courts of the State | 


of Missouri; and that so much of the twenty-fourth sec- | 


tien of the act of June 30, 1834, known as the intercourse 


act, as conflicts with this act be, and the same is hereby, | 


repealed. 


The bill, as passed by the Senate at the last 
session, is as follows: 


| Be it enacted, §c., That the President be, and he is here- 
| by, directed, as soon as practicable, to cause three hundred 
and twenty acres, or one half section of land to be set apart 
and allotted to each individual Indian entitled to lands in 
| the tract set apart for the use of the New York Indians, and 


| 
| 


| 
| 
iI 


and regulations as may be adopted by the respective tribes, 
acting by themselves, or by a general council of the said 
New York Indians, acting for all the tribes collectively. Jt 


_ is understood and agreed that the above described country 


is intended as a future home for the following tribes, to wit: 
The Senecas, Onondagas, Cayugas, Tusearroas, Oneidas, 
St. Regis, Stockbridges, Munsees, and Brothertowns, re- 
siding in the State of New York; and the same is to be di- 
vided equally among them, according to their respective 
numbers, as mentioned in a schedule hereunto annexed. 


The only question, perhaps, that should arise 
in this matter, is the question of whether the right 
of the Indians to these lands has, by any lapse of 
time, or any cause whatever, been affected or term- 
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38, inated. There are two or three delegations here | course pursued by the Government in their nego- subject to the disposition of Congress, for the 
ew at this time, protesting against this assumption || tiations with the Tonawandas is the proper course | benefit of these Indians. That is the whole pur- 
= made by such a provision as is contained in this | to be pursued with all these tribes. There will | pose of the bill, and of the House amendment. It 
ab. pill, that their rights have ceased; for this bill | be no difficulty in making a treaty with these In- | 1s fair; itis liberal. We could properly claim a 
n- assumes that the land is the property of the Uni- || dians, by which all their lands in Kansas that |, forfeiture of the Indians; but a great natien like 
ate ted States, instead of the Indians, and provides | have been settled upon may very readily be se- | the United States wou'd not ask any such thing 
Z for its sale. The third article of the treaty is in || cured to the settlers; for there is no doubt that a | of a poor Indian tribe; but we will not permit vast 
art these words: || sufficient number of the Indians will desire to | quantities of land to lie locked up from setdement; 
re. « Jt is further agreed that such of the tribes of the New || remain in New York and to sell their lands in || to mar the beauty of the Territory of Kansas; to 
ted York Indians as do not accept and agree to remove to the || Kansas, to enable the Government to allow the |. stay the tide of emigration; and to check that im- 
county set apart for their new homes within five years |! Fight of preemption to pass to the persons who || provement which is making the wilderness bloe- 
nt ee shail forfeit all interest in the lands, so set apart, || have settled there,and thus remove the difficulties. | som as the rose, We desire, on the contrary, to 
he to the United States.” || Lunderstand that considerable improvements have | open it up to settlement; and especially when we 
a The commissioner who negotiated the treaty is | been made; mills, in some places, have been | can do all this without any harm to the Indians; Le 
7 here in the city, and upon consultation with the || erected, and in some instances two or three small | without claiming an exaction that they have for- cag 
- Indians, and ini my presence before the Commit- | towns have grown upon these lands. I have no feited ; without imposing on them any hardship; Pa 
mm) tee on Indian Affairs, he states that it was de- || oe eae people; but I am |, but simply doing justice, although they have +] 
claced to the Indians that the object of the treaty | unwi ing a : ; l os pass by which | it is failed to do their duty. . 3 
- was to secure them a home in the West; that the || #8sumed that the Indians have lost their rights 7 he amendment proposed by the Senator from ‘a 
vn term of five years mentioned in the treaty as the {| ' these lands. I desire that, through the Indian || Néw York is not just. If these Indians shail : 
0 time within Which they should remove, was a || department, negotiations may be instituted with | now go out under the extraordinary inducements “4 
o time within which they desired to remove; but || these Indians, and their rights promoted in a |) which outside influences might bring to bear upon dA 
that the other words were also put in, ‘or such || manner that will save the faith, honor, and credit || them at this time, when the lands are more val- a 
is, other time as the President from time to time may || of the Government. The Indians have no means || uable, they will interrupt the rights of others. + 
la appoint,” the object of which was, that the dif- | oft enforcing their rights; whatever course this || Besides, the amendment proposes to give them Lf 
ferent members of the tribes might have an oppor- Government may cheose to take on this subject, | another notice togo. ‘They have had an express iad 
ist tunity ata future day, within such limit as the || 18% course to which they can make no resistance. |) notice, as I have the information from the Indian i 
ne President was willing that they should have, to | heir only appeal is to the justice and to the department—and I speak by the record én this ba 
“ remove to these lands. At the time the treaty was || honor and good faith of Congress. T hese treaties || case, and do nat guess at what say. They had ak 
a made, there was no difference of opinion any- | ¥eTe made between them and this Government | the notice in 1846—more than twelve years ago. ay 
ns where except among the Indians themselves, about |, 88 between equal parties, and the rights which |) During all that space of time, when the land was 3 
de the propriety of their removing. ‘There was no || ®°¢ guarantied to them by the treaties ought, in considered to be worth nothing, they refused to 
ts interest among the whites in our State, so far as good faith, to be carried out. There is no neces- | go. The other provisions of the treaty have been 
2 I know, except that which would be promoted | msi = ee eee ane || CONES Se ee ony my — 
a , the 5 Yt tl o the slightes stic , s. || we e e citiz 3 
ve co wpe oF Wie Raenns to. tye we cn he emeedis = which | bate offered sane ~ | St sds nah Garibad dale of the Terror of Kan- 
country. This language was used and was ex- || ve alle sete yeecpumme yl | bereapedleen a ee ao y 
n- plained to the Indians, that they might under- | plates the giving of notice by the I resident, and | sas, go back and permit outside influences to op- 
Ts stand the ) the President ¢ inted a time | the use of those means which are provided by the |, erate upon these New York Indians to induce 
13; ee Ee ee eee Gan ee treaty of 18338—the appointment of a commis- them to go and grab lands to which they have no 
os within which they must go to the West, their || ™ y iad a ' coute 1 Ghai Gil Ahan Wael sod eee y titled 
rights remained, and I believe there is now pend- | sioner to proceed to the ndians anc Open anegotia- rig it; all the rig it to which they were entitie 
ve ing, in the Senate, a bill providing for the pay- tion with them; to give them a notice that, within | having been forteited years ago; forfeited when 
of ment of money under the treaty with the Ton- || Such a time, they must go, or, if they do not, |’ the land was considered worth nothing; they re- 
at awandas, by which the right of the Indians to || their rights will be forfeited; and that is in exact || maining quiet under that forfeiture, but now ask- 
re Goaie Geile See eas vemeaninel. Within & year || accordance with the terms of the treaty. I trust || ing to have the full benefit of the improvement of 
ur- or two a treaty has Leen made by which they || the amendment which I have offered will prevail; || white settlements? ‘The Indians have no right to 
cy have sold their rights and are to eecti¢e their pay || and then [ shall have no objection to the passage || ask it. I do not desire to see any hardships prac- 
nt for them; and thus, of course, their rights are || of the bill. If the amendment does not prevail, I || ticed towards the Indians. I want justice done 
in extinguished. The Indians were informed that || hope the bill will not pass. The bill assumes to | to them in the fullest measure; but to pay them 
of they would have ample time for this purpose, and || take these lands and sell them; but I will not dis- $1 25 an acre is doing full justice, while at the 
ve have ample notice. There was great’ reluctance || CSS the merits of the bill, trusting that the amend- same time we subserve the general interest of the 
= on their part to enter into this treaty; there wasa || ment which I have offered will prevail. It is a| Federal Government. , 
Ts reluctance on their part to leave the lands upon simple amendment which, within a reasonable | _Mr. KING. There is one point which the 
Pr which they had forever resided; small reserva- |; “™e, @ year or two, appointed by the President, Senator from Missouri suggests in this case which 
me tions in different parts of the State of New York. || can bring the rights of the Indians to a fermina- | is unquestionably an important one; and if it 
at There is another article in the treaty, the fifteenth || “Ms and keep the faith of the Government. - could be fully sustained as he understands it to 
I article, which I will read to the Senate, which was || Mr. GREEN. The Senator from New York | be, it might, perhaps, technically forfeit the rights 
' a part of this treaty, perfectly comprehended and | does not present this case in the light in which I | of these Indians; but I call the attention of the 
sh- understood by these Indians: || understand it. The treaty of 1833 provided a res- Senate, and I desire them to look at this matter 
= RT : , 7. ervation for the New York Indians, on condition |, fairly, to see whether the view which he presents 
‘The United States hereby agree that they will appro || that they should remove to and occupy it, with a || is the correct one. He states that these Indians 
1S priate the sum of $400,000, to be applied from time to time, . . +6 . : : a 
3 of under the direction of the President of the United States, || Special provision that, if they did not, the rights || have had the notice, and that their rights are for- 
) as in such preportions as may be most for the interests of the || of those who failed to go should be forfeited. The || feited. That is the question which we are to pass 
aa eaid Indins, partes to this treaty, for the following pur- || time was fixed; and thecircumstances under which || upon. I do not so understand; indeed, I under- 
on; aaa ie Rae pata ation p wep maou ged | they were to remove were all specified. In 1846, |, stand it is not so at all. By the provisions of the 
in encourage and assist them in education, and in being taught | the notice of the President was given that they || treaty, by the communications made verbally and 
th- to cultivate their lands; in erecting mill$ and other neces- | must go, or lose their rights under the treaty. A || otherwise to the Indians, by the commissioners 
= sary houses ; in purchasing domestic animals and farming considerable number of them did go, and are now || who negotiated it, by their universal understand- 
on utensils, and acquiring a knowledge of the mechanic arts.” || occupying lands. ‘The residue of them refused | ing, they were to have this notice from time to 
an- Here isa provision of the treaty requiring that || to go, and remained in the State of New York, |; time. This Government desired them to go West, 
- $400,000 should be expended to aid these Indians | where they are now. Since that period of time, | and were anxious to induce them to go, and the “f 
ght ; in their removal to the western country, and pur- | the land then being considered worth compara- |, $400,000 was to be used 3 this Government to ‘t 
ing S chasing domestic animals and agricultural im- | tively nothing, the territorial government has been |, aid them in going there. suppose, at different A 
In- P lements for them in their new homes. This | organized;emigration has set in; settlements have | times, those interested in the purchase of their i E 
me as never been done; there has never been any || dotted all over the lands which had been setapart | land in New York, and others, have made efforts ; +f ‘ 
od notice given to them’ of the intention of the Unt- | for them, because they refused to go. Thisemi-| to get them to go. What I say is, that no such | Not 
jird , ted States to avail themselves of their authority || gration has gone there since 1854. The objectof | time as could fairly and properly be designated a | ae 
ige 4 in this treaty to terminate it, by fixing the time | this bill, and the object of the House amendmen: | notice to these Indians, that they must go or they he 
A ¥ within which they must go, or forfeit their rights. || to the Senate bill, is simply to sezure in severalty | would forfeit their rights, has been fixed. They a: 
J # The reason, as [ understand, of the bill which || all the rights of each Indian who, in virtue of the |, have been requested to go, and urged to go, and ; Be 
the i has been presented to the Senate, is an urgency || treaty, did in fact emigrate. That is the first db- | have not all gone. Some have gone, and some * ng 
ght ig arising from the fact that the Indian lands in Kan- || ject; to parcel out, and carve out, from the gen- | have not; but there was no day appointed, in ot ee 
om & sas have been settled upon, and that’ difficulties || erai mass, all the land granted to the whole tribe. || accordance with the requirements of the treaty, fe } 
aid Mu hate grown up among the settlers, settlements || It is to be protected from alienation; it is to be | within which they must go or forfeit their rights, | 
It di having been made there without any right on the || guarded to them, and to their heirs and descend- | and therefore there has been no forfeiture, for the ' ae 
~ Fi part of those who have settled. ‘There is a de- || ants forever, without any authority to sell; unless | terms of the treaty in that respect have not been } 
~~ 3 Sire, of course, on the part of the Government, | with the sanction of the superior power, as pro- | complied with. Nor was there any such inten- 
re- 3 in the most peaceful and in the easiest and quiet- || vided inthe treaty. The rest of the land being oc- | tion in the efforts which have been made to in- 
di- ‘ est manner, to dispose of the subject, and to give || cupied, and the Indians in New York having for- | duce them toremove. That conversational efforts 
S . these lands to the white settlers who have settled || feited their right, the bill does not propose to claim have been made by parties interested in their lands 
= ; on them. | the benefit of a forfeiture; but it does propose, as | in New York, is undoubtedly true; but that is not 
ise } Now, the fact is, I suppose that a very consid- | they have failed to go, and citizens of the United | the notice of the treaty, by any means; nor is it 
she ‘ erable number of the Indians would prefer to re- | States have gone, to avoid all difficulty the United | the appointment of a day which shall terminate 
of main on their reservations which they still hold | States will take the land, and pay $1 25 an acre, | their rights under the treaty. No such day was 
m- in the State of New York. In my judgment, the || and put it into the Treasury as a special fund, 





‘ever appointed by the President, and that, I be- 
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souri; at any rate, the Indians allege that they | 
have never had any such notice, and there is cer- | 
tainly no evidence here of its ever having been | 
given; there is no proclamation of the President; 
there is no action of the President on the subject. 

The treaty required that a day should be ap- | 

vointed by the Presid nt; and that not having | 
f" en done, | say the rights of the Indians have not 

been terminated. As to the mere matter of con- 

venience of disposing of this question with these | 
Indians, there is no doubt that treaties can be | 
made with them. As I have said, within a year 

or two past, with one of these tribes a treaty has | 
been made which is a perfect acknowledgment of | 
the right of the Indians; and that tribe bas sold | 
its portion of the lands to the United States, and | 
a bill was presented to us to-day from the House | 
to make provision for the pa¥ment of the money. 

"That is the proper and the honorable mode of dis- 

posing of the question, and there will be no diffi- | 
eulty in doing it with all the rest of the Indians, | 
and saving the rights of all parties. From my | 
knowledge of the parties, 1 am sure there need be | 
no difficulty in inducing them to do that; but | 
whether that be so or not, it is an obligation of 

the United States to do that under treaty, and the | 
Indians have the right to ask that their rights, | 
under the treaty, whatever they are, shall be com- | 
plied with. 

L will not take up the time of the Senate by 
reading the long preamble of the treaty which sets 
forth the fact that these Indians had purchased 
with theirown means, apprehending the accumu- 
lation of white people would compel them to seek 
other Jands for their hunting grounds, a right to 
live with the Menomonees; and by an arrange- 
ment with the United States, at a period anterior 
to 1838, this right, thus purchased by these In- 
dians, was arranged, and the New York Indians | 
were given five hundred thousand acres of land in | 
the neighborhood of Green Bay. At the time the 
New York Indians obtained these five hundred 
thousand acres, they were in a wild country, 
comparatively valueless, Matters stood in this | 
way until the lands at Green Bay became valua- 
ble and desirable for settlement. Then the United 
States, in 1838, made another treaty with these 
Indians, and gave them lands further west. In | 
1838, when the treaty was made, their five hun- 
dred thousand acres of land in the neighborhood 
of Green Bay would have sold in the market for | 
four times what the lands which the Indians ob- | 
tained for it would have sold for. They exchanged | 
ata great disadvantage, so far as value in the mar- | 
ket was concerned, though, perhaps, the western 
lands were more useful to the Indians if they | 
would have gone there. Thus the Indians paid | 
for this interest; it was nota gift or gratuity by 
the United States to them. 

As | said before, this matter turns, to some ex- | 
tent, on the fact whether a formal notice, an ap- | 
pointment of a day that the Indians might under- | 
stand that they must proceed to occupy this land | 
or would jose their rights, has ever been given. 
According to my understanding—and that is the | 
understanding of the commissioner who nego- | 
tiated the treaty, and who is here—no such no- | 
tice has ever beengiven. That efforts have been | 
made, from time to time, to getthem to remove, I | 
am aware; bat that is not the notice of the treaty, | 
which was, to forfeit their rights unless they com- 
plied with it. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall not consume time. I 
shall ask for the yeas and nays on the proposition 
of the Senator from New York, and will, in the | 
mean me, remark that the treaty does not say 
that the notice given to the Indians to remove | 
Shall, at the same time, contain anything like a 
warning that if they do not go they shall forfeit | 
their rights, because that notice is contained in 
the treaty to which they are a party. The treaty 
to which they are a party, says they shall go; 
and says if they do not go when notified, they 
shall forfeit their rights, They were notified time | 
and again, and efforts made to get them to go. 
No other notice was required. 

Mr. KING. What evidence have you of that? 

Mr. GREEN. The Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. KING, The treaty requires that a time 
shail be appointed for their removal. No such 
time has been appointed. Efforts have been made 
from time to time to procure their removal, but 








they must go. That is the point. 

Mr. GREEN. The treaty does not say he shall 
limit the time within which they shall go, orelse 
forfeit their rights. The third article of the treaty, 
which the Senator has just read, contains no such 
provision; but it does say they must go when 
notified; and if they do not go upon being noti- 
fied from time to time, they shall forfeit their 
rights; but we do not claim a forfeiture, and lex- 
pressly said | would do no harm to the Indian 
because he is an Indian. I would protect his 
rights if he has rights. Even if he forfeits his 
rights, | would treat him asa minor,and take care 
of him as a guardian would of his ward; but this 
is doing justice to the Indians and doing justice 
to the whites. We must protect the rights of 
both classes when they are thrown together in the 
community. ‘There is another question that might 
have been raised, which has not been raised; and 
that is, whether the few who did emigrate were 
not entitled to claim the whole grant; but yeta 
close examination of that will show that it was 
given to them in gross to hold as tenants in com- 
mon; and thatif any of them did not go, they for- 
feited; which proves that those who did go would 
only take their pro rata share, so that that difli- 
culty is entirely overcome. I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I regret exceedingly that it 
becomes my duty to speak to the Senate under 
circumstances so unpropitious to a favorable hear- 
ing, and at so Jatean hour. I have been an atten- 


regard to the subject. But | have noticed that 
there have been only two other listeners on this 
side to those who have spoken on the other side 
of the Chamber. So on the other hand, my hon- 
orable colleague, {Mr. Kine,] when he spoke, had 
two auditors on the Democratic side of the Cham- 
ber, the honorable Senators from Missouri and 
| Arkansas, [ Messrs. Green and Sepastian,]} and 
no more. It is impossible for the Senate, at ten 
o’clock in the night of the last day of the session, 
after such labors, fatigues, and distractions, as we 
had for the last week, to give the attention due to 


a subject so interesting and important as this is. || 


It is important to the people of the Territory of 
Kansas, where property may be deeply affected 
by the result. 
3ut there is another party which has a deep 
interest in the matter, while it has also peculiar 
claims on the consideration of the Senate of the 
United States. The Six Nations—the New York 
Indians, as they are called in this bill—were, 
when this continent was discovered, the third 
Power in the scale of aboriginal development in 
| thishemisphere. After the Aztecs, whom Cortez 
aie and the Peruvians, whom Pizarro 
enslaved, came the Six Nations of New York 
Indians, who, though they have at last become 
dependents on the United States, yet were never 
conquered. They were the Mohawks, the Oneidas, 
the Cayugas, the Onondagas, and the Senecas, 
to whom were added, by annexation, so late as 
1710, the Tuscaroras, They maintained repub- 
lican government in the several tribes, and they 
had discovered and adopted the Federal system 
long before the British colonies—which afterwards 
perfected this system, and established thereby a 


national unity of self-governing Cantons or States | 


—were planted. The Six Nations of New York, 
barbarians and savages as they were, were, nev- 
ertheless, the prototype of the United States. 
Situated westward of the Hudson, and southward 
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lieve, is not assumed by the Senator from Mis- no time has ever been appointed within which fore, were entirely our allies in the establis} 
! 


tive listener to this debate, for the reason, as Iam } 
conscious that | bear an especial responsibility in 


of the great lakes, they had conquered and be- | 
come the masters of all the other Indian nations | 


eastward to the Atlantic ocean and westward to 
| the Mississippi, while they constituted the bar- 
rier between the British colonies south of the St. 


Lawrence and east of the Mississippi, and New | 


France, which lay beyond these borders. They 
| were early attached to the side of the English in 

that long and equal strife for transatlantic em- 
| pire maintained by the two great military Powers 
_of modern Europe—Great Britain and France. 
| The Six Nations fought in the armies of Aber- 
_crombie, and Wolfe, and it is only justice to them 
| to confess that but for their sympathy, codpera- 
‘ tion, and aid, the French power, which was over- 
| thrown in’ 1763, might have been continued for 
| some indefinite period thereafter. They, there- 


| 


i 
| 
| 
| 


|| tion. 
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: aa ; : iment 
_ofourempire. Divided in the revolutionary war 


| between the parental State and the colonies, the 

| nevertheless ultimately became entirely reassured 

| in their loyalty to the United States, and durine 
_ the subsequent Indian wars, and the war of [g|9 
| they were again faithful, brave, and ae 
| allies. 

Mr President, I am sure that the Senate of tha 
United States will faithfully endeavor to maintain 
good faith in the dealings of the nation with aij 
the aboriginal people yet precariously lingerins 
within our borders, and especially with people 
having such a history and such claims as the 
Six Nations. Nevertheless, the chance of even 
such a friendly, fading people to obtain justice js 
necessarily very small, when only the form and 
empty name  eyeter remain to them,and 

| their claims are to be decided upon by the United 
States, without appeal, the Indian having no repre- 
sentative voice in the councils of the country. 

Those who watch and wait for the Indian lands are 

abundantly represented here. But who watches 

over and guards the rights of the Indians them. 
| selves? Noone. This bill, so deeply affecting 

the rights of the Six Nations, passed through the 
| Senate at the last session, | suppose, on the mo- 
| tion of the chairman of the Committee on Indian 
|| Affairs, unquestioned by any one, and without 

even the knowledge of the Senators from New 
| York. We were ignorant of it, as indeed we might 

well be; for there was no representative of the 
| Indians here or elsewhere to instruct us in their 
| rights or to warn us of their exposure. 

Mr. FOSTER. Will the Senator give way to 
me for a moment? 

| Mr.SEWARD. Certainty. 

| Mr. FOSTER. There are a very large num- 
| ber of bills that could be passed now in the last 
| hours of the session, which would be of great ben- 
| efit to individuals, and to the country. It seems 
| to me thata subject of this sort, which appears 
| likely to consume our time in debate, had better 
| be laid aside for a matter which will not occasion 
|| debate, and which will certainly be very bene- 
| ficial. I am sorry to interfere with the gentle- 
| man’s remarks; but I move, with his permission, 
| that this bill be laid on the table. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr.Srvarr.) 
| The Senator cannot make that motion while the 
Senator from New York holds the floor. 

Mr. FOSTER. If the Senator does not give 
way, of course I cannot make the motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 cannot give way for a mo- 
| tion to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. FOSTER. [appeal to the Senator to make 
the motion himself; for it seems to me exceed- 
ingly idle to spend our time here in debate, when 
we can pass a number of bills that will occasion 
no debate. 
| Mr.SEWARD. Ihave already said that it is 
with the utmost reluctance that I find myself 
speaking at such a time, and under such circum- 
| stances; but the duty which rests upon me is im- 

perative. Every one knows that I would main- 
| tain the rights-and interests of the people of the 
| State of New York in this Hall to the last hour 
| of the last day of my existence; but I can ap- 
| peal to the Judge of all the earth for my sincer- 

ity when [ say that I would consent to be faith- 

less first to the white men, my brethren of that 
| State, before ] would be unjust to the Indians, 
| who are not constituents, but only clients, and 
| among the weakest clients, who rest their claims 
| upon my senatorial protectidn. 

Mr. President, let me state now what has been 
the course of this transaction, These Six Nations 
of New York Indians removed from the banks of 
the Hudson, decimated in numbers by wars and 
conflicts by the side of their English brethren, 
and finally were gathered into the western part of 
the State, upon the banks of Lake Erie. There 
the State had set apart for them a small reserva- 
Long before a steamboat appeared upon 
| Lake Erie, these Indians, half civilized, had dis- 
| covered that the fate of extermination was 1m- 
| pending over them. With great sagacity, they 
saved from the provisions which had been made 
for their support by the State of New York, as an 
| equivalent for the wide domain they had already 

surrendered, sufficient to enable them to go west- 
ward to the banks of Lake Michigan, and there 
to purchase of their red brethren, the Menomo- 
nees, a large tract of land fora future and ultimate 
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once They held this home in reserve; they | I ask now, for the second time, 


still, so long as they could, clung to their native || 
jand, the scenes of their traditional glory, in the 
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signed, when it ended 
Mr. HAMLIN Ido not want to interrupt the |) 





when that was | 














cerely that I had not argued the cause of this an- 
fortunate relic of an interesting race, who are de- 
pendent on my care, with greater ability and with 


State of New York; but the white man crowded || Senator from New York; and still, if the Senator || greater fidelity. The world will judge between 


around, and encroached on their possessions, not || 
only in the State of New York, but also on their || 
newly-acquired possession at Green Bay. At || 
this juncture, the Governmentof the United States || 
interposed and applied to them to relinquish these 
jands at Green Bay, and to accept, in lieu thereof, | 
half a million acres at the foot of the Rocky 
Mountains. Tltey made that exchange. Per- |. 
haps their instincts showed them more clearly || 
than even the Government foresaw, that, within | 
the life of their Ata chief, they would be re- | 

uired to surrender even these distant lands, lying | 
then so far beyond the border of civilization, in | 
the very center of the continent, 

But under these circumstances, in the year 
1838, a treaty was made with these Six Nations, 
for a removal from New York and Green Bay to 
that distant region in Kansas. The terms of that 
treaty are before the Senate. I ask only the same 
just and fair examination of the terms of the | 
treaty that this body would bestow upona treaty 


| 
} 
} 


will allow me to do so, [ will move to postpone | 
this question. 

Mr. GREEN. I object to that. We are nearly 
through with the bill. Let us dispose of it. | 

Mr. HAMLIN. I see no prospect of it. 

Mr. GREEN. I think there is no doubt of the | 
debate being-nearly over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is still one of the reg- | 
ular appropriation bills now pending in the Sen- | 
ate, as the chairman of the Committee on Finance | 
tells me; but he kindly consented, so far as he | 
could give me consent, that the light-house ap- | 
propriation bill should be taken up after the dis- | 
position of the bill we have just finished. The | 
Senator from Arkansas, however, was fortunate 
enough to get the floor, and interposed a motion 
to take up this bill before I could submit my mo- 
tion. I see no prospect of settling this question; 
and the next thing we shall see will be the chair- || 
man of the Finance Committee interposing an | 
objection; because he will feel compelled to ask || 


| 
| 
| 
1] 
1] 


| us which wason the right side, and which offended 


against propriety, as well as offended against jus- 


tice and humanity. 


I have said, and I now repeat, that it is notl 
who is to keep the Senate from transacting =? 
a 


business of a general and a public nature whic 


it shall prefer to this bill. If, as I foresee it is 
probable, this Congress shall adjourn at twelve 
o’clock to-morrow, leaving large masses of the 
public business not transacted, it shall not be on 
my shoulders that that responsibility shall rest. 
Bat, at the same time, since the Senator from 
Missouri has spread out the argument upon this 
cause with great care, great deliberation, and, I 
may be allowed to say, with great ability—for I 
never under-value an opponent—I must be allowed 
to perform my duty, in defense of the positions 
which I have assumed, as well a8 I can. 

I was saying, sir, that no time had been as- 
signed by the President, such as is stipulated for 
in the treaty; and that the consequence is, if this 


made with a nation of the highest state of civill- |, the Senate to take up an appropriation bill. The | bill shall pass, that it will pass upon the principle 
zation on the continent of Europe. The Indians | light-house bill is important to all parts of the || and upon the ground that the New York Indians 


agreed that they would remove from the State of | 
New York, and from Green Bay to Kansas, within || 
five years, Or at such other time or times as the 
President of the United States should appoint; and 
they stipulated with the United States that they || 
should have the means for removing, the funds 
necessary to pay the expenses of the journey for || 
the old men, young men, the women, and the 
children of their tribes from the eastern border | 
of civilization into the interior of the continent, 
ina land as yet lying in a state of native desola- 
tion. They could not go without resources, || 
without means. Has that stipulation been per- | 
formed by the United States? It astonishes me || 
to see the indifference which is manifested here. || 
There is not a Senator upon this floor who does || 
not studiously claim his eight dollars for every 
twenty miles going and coming from his home 
to the national capital; yet we are forfeiting the 


_ work will have to be done over again if we lay 


country; almost all the States are interested in it. 
I move to postpone this question, forthe purpose 
of taking up the light-house bill. 

Mr. GREEN. I hope that will not be done. 
This subject is nearly disposed of, and all this 


the bill aside now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Maine. 
The motion was not agreed to; there being, on | 
a division—ayes 17, noes 20. 
Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President—— 
Mr. CLAY. 
will suggest to him, that there is a bill here in | 
which he feels a good deal of interest, with re- | 
spect to the quarantine grounds, which | am anx- 
ious to put through for his accommodation, and 


I hope he will let us doso as soon as possible. 
Mr. SEWARD. I desire to be sabaeal on 





If the Senator will permit me, I |) 


have forfeited rights, which rights they have done 


| everything that belonged to men, even to civil- 


| ized men, to maintain; and if Congress shall pass 
this law, it will then not advance, in my judg- 
'ment, the objects of those who seek, with such 
| precipitancy, to wrest this last hope of the New 
Vork Indians from them, because the treaty 


| which was made with the Indians in 1838 is the 


supreme law of the land. It isa treaty made be- 


| tween confessed equals, although so vastly un- 


‘equal. If the law shall be made in conformity 
| with it, it will be a valid law; if made without 
conformity to it, it will not be a valid law. Then 
there will open a new scene of litigation between 


| the white man and the red man, the end of which 


(no one can foresee, and the consequences of 
which will be troublesome and disastrous. Now, 
the amendment which is proposed by my honor- 


‘| able colleague saves the rights of the United 


lands of the Indians because they did not remove |; this subject, and to act with entire frankness. It || States; -it saves the rights of the white men, who 


a thousand miles without money, withouta staff, 
without a musket to defend themselves against 
the alien tribes whom they might encounter on 
their way there. They were by that treaty en- 
titled to these facilities for removing when they 
were expected to remove. They were entitled to 
more—to provision by which to maintain them- 





was not on my motion that this bill came up. It | 
is against every instinct that I have of respectful | 
deference to the Senate to detain them for a mo- | 
ment on any question, however important, at this 

time of night, this time of the last night of the | 
session. Iam exceedingly desirous for the pas- | 


sage of the bill to which the honorable Senator | 


have intruded upon these lands, without waiting 
for the removal of the Indian title to them; it 
saves all the interests of all the parties. It only 
requires that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
shal! institute anew such proceedings to obtain 
such a further treaty as will secure all the objects 
which this bill seeks to accomplish in behalf of the 


selves for a year or two in their new home, and || from Alabama calls my attention. It is a bill that || white man, without depriving the red man of his 


to the funds with which they should buy plows, 


concerns the public health, the health of the great 


estate, and without bringing a shame and a re- 


and hoes and axes and wagons and horses, and || city of New York and of all its suburbs. I have | proach upon the name of the American people. 


begin to reclaim the wilderness and bring it into || endeavored to haveit brought forward and passed. || Mr. GREEN. 


One word only. I should like 


a condition in which it would support a great || | would not detain the Senate by my own action | to hear this speech repeated on the 4th of July; 


people who had ceased to be hunters, and had be- | 
come civilized men. Did the Government furnish || 
these funds? Did the Government furnish these | 
aids? Did the Government furnish guides within || 
the first five years after the treaty was made and || 
which is the first period stipulated in the treaty ? 
No, sir; you know very well, [Mr. Sruarr in 
the chair,] coming as you do originally from the | 
State of New York, that no such provision was || 
made or offered for them. The Government never || 
required them to remove within the first five | 
ae That five years elapsed by the consent of | 
oth parties without any forfeiture. 
After that period had elapsed without a forfeit- || 
ure, it became necessary that a new period should || 
be assigned by the President; and it was to be a || 
Just period, a liberal period, a period in which it |} 
was practicable and consistent for these Indians |' 
to remove, and a period to be dictated and pre- 
scribed by considerations of humanity, so that || 
they might remove with comfort and with safety. 





one moment from the consideration of any other 
public bill, and [ have shown this disposition by | 
voting with those who preferred to postpone this 
question, so that they could dispose of other sub- 


jects. The Senate has overruled me in that. 


for a motion to bring forward the quarantine bill, 
if the honorable Senator will make it. 
Mr.GREEN. I object to that. 
this matter. It is nearly through. 
Mr. HUNTER. I want, after that, to bring up 
an appropriation bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. Very well; I will give way 
to the Senator to bring up his appropriation bill. 
Mr. GREEN. I object to the Senator’s giving 
way. After having made an immaterial and irrel- 
evant speech consuming more than half an hour 


'—talling about the Six Nations, and about the 


Peruvian Indians, and about the Aztees,.on a bill 
which refers to a treaty and the rights claimed 


Was that new period ever assigned? If so, let |! under a treaty—he talks about desiring to ex- 


the honorable Senator from Missouri tell me on 


| pedite business, and yet he gives way to motions 


what day it was fixed; and then let him tell me || to delay. 


how long was the period which was assigned, 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I certainly 


when it ended, and what was the notice that was || shall make no apology to the Senate for the man- 


given to the Indians, and when it was given; and 
let him show me the provisions which were made 
by law in pursuance of and in execution of the 
treaty, furnishing the funds for the removal of 
the Indians, and for their establishment in their 
new home. No such thing is shown; no such 
thing is pretended. The President of the United 


| ner in which I discuss subjects which seem to me 
to need debate. Some day the honorable Senator 


| tunity to read what he has said and what I have 
said in this debate. Although, when that time 





States was to fix periods from time to time. I have 
asked, for the first time, when that was fixed ? 


| have, I shall have occasion to regret most sin- 


from Missouri and myself will have an oppor- || 


| comes, I doubt not he will be perfeetly satisfied || 
| with what he has said, yet I am nevertheless sure || urg . 
that, if | have not better success than I usually || that the lands of the Indians in Kansas have been 


| but when we are pressed for time, with import- 


ant business for us to transact, and there are par- 


| ticular points for us to discuss, I would prefer 


that Senators should address themselves to the 


' I | points. When the Senator undertakes to sa 
will now, with the greatest pleasure in the world, | 


give way to the honorable Senator from Alabama | 


that these Six Nations were the allies of the Um- 
ted States, he speaks outside of the record. They 
never were. They were the allies of England, our 
old enemy; but never of the United States. But 


Let us finish | let me call attention to the treaty, to show that 


we are not trampling down the rights of the In- 
dians, and that the blush of shame will never man- 
tle the cheek of the honorable people of the Uni- 
ted States in consequence of passing this bill. It 
is but just, right, and proper. It is treating the 
Indians with tenderness and with care, while it 
is protecting the interest of the white portion of 
the American people. I shal] say nothing more, 
Mr. KING. Ihave made a modification in the 
amendment which I offered, which the Secretary 
will please read. Mis one which not only author- 
izes and requires the commissioner to specify the 
| time within which they shall be removed, but also 


|| that the commissioner shall be authorized to treat 


with them for the lands. | desire that that clause 
may be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


The President of the United States shall appoint a com- 
missioner to carry out the provisions of the treaty, who 
shall also be authorized to treat for the purchase of their 
| lands, 

Mr. KING. The reason why this measure is 
urged upon Congress at this time is, | suppose, 


| settled 
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Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator give way | it is no excuse to say that they ought to have | immediately 


to let me eall up a little appropriation bill ? 

Mr. KING. I give way for that purpose. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to take up the appro- 
priation bill for the Yancton and Recast In- 
dians—a hittle appropriation bill. It will not take 
long. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. 1 hope the Senate will 
not postpone this question. As soon asthe Sen- 
ator from New York gets through with his few 
remarks, there will be nothing said on the oppo- 
site side. We only want a vote. 

Mr. HUNTER. There are two Senators from 
New York, and we know they will speak. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia to 
Jay aside this bill and take up the bill to which 
he has alluded. 

The motion was agreed to 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 
A message fromthe President of the United 
States, by Mr. Henry, his Secretary, announced 


that the President had this day approved and 
signed an act (S. No. 606) to carry into effect the 


convention between the United States and China, | 
concluded on the 8th of November, [858, at || 


Shanghae. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


The bill (H. No. R. 888) making appropriations 
for falfilling treaty stipulations with the Yancton 


and Tonawanda Indians for the year ending the | 


30th of Junc, 1860, and for other purposes, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. HUNTER. The bill is strictly according | 


to treaty; but there is one amendment necessary 
to correct a verbal error. It is in line ten, under 
the head ** Creek Nation,’’ to strike out **sixth,”’ 
and insert “seventh,’’ so as to read: 
“ Per the sixth article of the treaty of the 7th of August.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. I have an amendment to offer, 
which, it will strike the Senate, is not very ger- 
mane to this bill. It was my intention to offer 
it to the miscellaneous bill, but the chairman of 


the Finance Committee preferred that I should || 
withhold it until the 7 bill came up; and it | 


is with his approval that | move it as an amend- 


ment to this bill: 

« For payment under existing contracts for carrying the 
mails as follows, to wit: . 
« For the transportation of the mails from Panama to Cal- 
ifornia and Oregon and back, from July 1 to September 39, | 

1859, $78,062 50. 

“ For transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of 
Panama from July 1 to September 30, 1859, $25,000. 

* For transportation of the mails, via Teluantepec, to 
Ventosa and back, from the Ist of November to the 30th of 
September, 1850, $229,166 60."" 

‘These appropriations are according to estimates 
made by the Post Office Department, which the 
House of Representatives omitted to include in 
any bill sent to this body. The amounts named 
in the amendment are necessary for the purpose 


‘ of making payments under cxisting contracts, to 


enable the service to continue to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, when the existing contracts expire. I 
have deemed it my duty to bring the matter to the 
notice of the Senate, and to move the amendment 
in order that there may be an _———— for the 
appropriations being made by Congress. 

Ir. HUNTER. The Senator from Florida 
says these are estimates made by the Post Office 
Department for deficiencies. Do 1 so under- 
stand? 

Mr. YULEE. No; not deficiencies. The ap- 
propriations made at the last session were for the | 
fiscal year expiring the 30th of June, 1859. The | 
service is continuing, and expires, under exist- 
ing contracts, on the 30th of September 1859; for 
which there is no provision from the end of this | 


Mr. GWIN. This isa three months’ appro- 
priation. 

Mr. YULEE. A three months’ appropriation, | 
under the estimates of the Department, except | 
for the Tehuantepec route, which is from Novem- | 
ber last until the end of their contract, no provis- 
ion having been made for that at the last session. | 

Mr. HUNTER. Contracts made in pursuance | 
of law? 

Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. I trust the Senate will not make | 
itself so absurd as to tack this provision on toa 
bill to carry out a treaty with Indian tribes; and 


| Mr. COLLAMER. 
| has nothing to do with this. That only provides 


| Mr. BRODERICK, 


| 
i] 
| 
| 


fiscal year to the 30th of September. i 


] 





|} ommends. 
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‘| been upon some other bill. They can be intro- 
duced in the House of Representatives, if the 
House is disposed to act on them; and I under- 
stand they have taken up various other matters. 

It is simply making our legislation ridiculous. 
For one, shall vote against it without any refer- 


bill. 


The question being taken, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 16, 0es 18. . 


Mr. SEWARD. I call for the yeas and nays. 


are performing the service under existing con- 
tracts. 


the Senate will ‘reconsider the vote just taken. 
We must keep the Government going. 

Mr. CLAY. 
ought to supply them. We pay enough for them. 

Mr. HAMMOND. 1 only ask for an expla- 
nation. I understand that to-day $250,000 have 
been voted for the Tehuantepec route, and now 
| the Senator from Florida wants $230,000, I be- 
lieve, in addition. I do not understand it. 

Mr. YULEE., I will explain again to the gen- 
tleman. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair will 
state to the Senate that, if there be no objection, 
, he will ascertain if the Senate will vote by yeas 
'and nays. He had decided the question and de- 
termined that the noes had it. Is there objection 
| to a vote by yeas and nays? [‘* No.’’} The Chair 

hears no objection. 
| question by yeas and nays? 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Florida. 
Mr. HUNTER. I understand that it is to 
; carry out existing contracts. 
| Mr. YULEE. Existing contracts which run 
| to the 30th of September. The legislation to 
| which the Senator from South Carolina refers, 
| WAS a proposition to make provision for a period 
| commencing on the Ist of Octobernext. This is 
| to pay for existing contracts. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I understand that, by the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont, which 
was agreed to, these contracts are limited to one 
year, and we, to-day, agreed to give $250,000. 


| 


|| We are now asked for $230,000 more for the same 


| service. I want to know if we are to pay $480,000 
for one year? 

Mr. HALE. That amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont has nothing to do with this ques- 
tion. This is simply an appropriation to carry 
| out an existing contract, made in pursuance of 

law, and we are just exactly as much bound to 





pricty in refusing the one as the other. It is an 


| existing contract, made in pursuance of law, and 
| has to be carried out, 
Mr. HAMMOND. The Senator from New 
Hampshire is a leader in retrenchment, and if he 
| votes for this I will yield. (Laughter. } 
Thatamendment of mine 


| for after the expiration of the present contract. 

I hope the call for the 
yeas and nays will be dispensed with. I suppose 
| there can be no objection to the amendment. 


| be withdrawn, if there be no objection. 
| Chair hears no objection. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. I have another amendment to 
| offer, which, under the same understanding, I re- 
served for this bill. 


| 
| 
| 
| nd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
| be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to advertise 


The 


for proposals, and to contract with the lowest responsible 
bidder or bidders for the transportation of the United States 
mail in steamships from Charleston, South Carolina, by 
Savannah, Georgia, and Key West, Florida, to Havana, in 
Cuba, and back, twice a month or oftener, from the Ist of 
July, 1859, to the 30th of June, 1863, inclusive, at a sum not 
| to exceed $50,000 per ainuin. 





make acontract which the Postmaster General rec- 
It is for a service which has been con- 

tinued for the last twelve years between Charles- 
' ton and Havana; but, although Havana is the 
terminus, and it bears upon its face the appear- 


ance of a foreign contract, it is really and more 


ence to its merits. It is not at all germane to the || 


Mr. YULEE. Thisis important. The parties | 
An omission has been made to make an |! 


appropriation according to the estimates. I hope | 


We have overland mails which | 


Will the Senate take this | 


| pay it as we are bound to pay $25,000 for the || 
| President’s salary. ‘There is just as much pro- | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The call can | 


This amendment isto enable the Department to || 





for the supply of a mail to the Island 
of Key West—an important island, containing . 
population of three or four thousand people, where 
} the underwriters of the North have a very large 
1 interest; and it is necessary and important that 
| 





mail communication should be keptup. Itis an 

island, and can only be reached by water. This 
is the only mail by which they are supplied from 
the Atlantic coast twice a month. The distance 


It is continued to Havana to accomplish, bya 
| very small extension of the reute, a useful pur- 
ose. 

Mr. HUNTER. I voted against the Butter. 
field steam route because it was toa foreign coun- 
try, and because the rule had been established that 
|| they might carry the mail for the postages, and 
/no more. | do not see how I can deviate from 
thatrule. If I would agree to subsidize any route, 
it would be this one; but I will not agree to sub- 
| sidize any routes to foreign countries. 

Mr. HALE. I agree to what the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads says, that this is an island that can 
| only be reached by water, and I believe that that 
is the case with most islands. [Laughter.] } 
want to-state that I am opposed to this proposi- 
tion for this single reason: it is a departure from 
the whole system. We have agreed to put our 
foreign ocean mail service on this basis: that we 
| let it to the highest bidder for the postages. Here 
| iS an exception that is proposed to be made, and 
the only one made. 1 was opposed to it in com- 
mittee; stated in committee that | should take the 
liberty of opposing it here on that ground; be- 
cause it is undertaking to make an exception in 
an individual case from the general rule that we 
apply to the rest of the world. 

Mr. MALLORY. I would remind the Sena- 
| tor from New Hampshire that we have to-day 
| passed a provision to establish a mail service be- 
| tween New Orleans and Mexico, which isa de- 
| parture, if any precedent is necessary; but Lwould 
| not pin my faith on a precedent. The service 
|| now sought to be established has been in opera- 
|| tion some eight or ten years. The contract will 
4 expire on the 30th of June. The points between 
| Charleston and Havana, are Savannah and Key 
| West, as has been stated by the chairman of the 
|| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
| the distance beyond Key West is about eighty 
| miles of available navigation, so that the entire 
| service is performed within the United States with 
the exception of that short distance across the 
Gulf. Itis exceedingly important to the Govern- 
ment that this mail at Key West should be estab- 
lished. There are two large fortifications, and a 
population of three or four thousand people. But 
there have been political considerations always 
prevailing with Congress, and they prevailed in 
the establishment of this route, which was re- 
garded as being important to connect the Island 
of Cuba by that very short distance with the Uni- 
ted States, and that consideration has always pre- 
vailed more-or less with Congress. The time is 
about sixty hours from Havana to Charleston. 
The nearest point at which you can get intelli- 
gence from Cuba is by this line. The service is 
performed at a very low rate, and this service and 
the one to Mexico are the only two lines, I think, 
that have been recommended by the Postmaster 
General, and the estimate of $50,000, which was 
recommended by him and before the Post Office 
| Committee, is the lowest sum at which this maib 
can becarried. I trust this route will not be con- 
| sidered a departure from the principle that we 
haveadopted. Ifthere isany line which deserves 
the encouragement of Congress, it is this one. _ 

The question being taken, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 20, noes 10; no querum was 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope Senators will vote 
again. 

Mr. TRUMBULL called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. b 

Mr. HAMMOND. I was not disposed to in- 
_terrupt the business of the Senate by saying a 
single word on this subject; but, as the vote on 

this question is now to be taken by yeas and nays, 
| i will make a remark or two. 
those, Mr. President, who have been anxious to 


| 

from Key West to Havana is only sixty miles, 
| 

| 

| 








|| make a war ora treaty to acquire Mexico or Cuba. 


| I think the trade of Mexico and Cuba of great 
importance to the United States; but I have great 
doubts whether that trade, encumbered with the 
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possession of Mexico and Cuba, is worth our ‘| months hence as now. It has not been submitted | 
while. If we can get the trade, without the peo- | to the Light-House Board at all, if lam correctly 
le and without the countries, it will be vastly | informed. Has it? 

[ eneficial. The mere postal matter, the mail | Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. 

matter, is of but little consequence; but it is of || Mr. TOOMBS. I think not. I believe it is not | 
great importance to establish a constant and cer- || recommended by them at all. As you have a | 





} 


tain communication betwixt the United States |! Light-House Board to decide upon all these ques- | 
and those countries, || tions, you should let them do it. The great dif- 
Now, we have just passed, by a large vote, an || ficulty we have got now in most portions of this | 
appropriation of immense amount for California | country is, that we have got lights in such num- 
communication. Itis called intercommunication; || bers that they absolutely obstruct navigation. | 
but there is infinitely more ocean to be passed to || We have not time to proceed with that bill now, | 
communicate with California than to communi- || and | object to taking it up. 
cate between the United States and Cuba. All Mr. HAMLIN. I can assure the Senator that | 
this thing about the distinction betweén inter- | he is laboring under a mistake. This bill passed | 
postal and oceanic postal communication is, to | the House at the last session of Congress. It | 
my mind, mere verbiage—it amounts to nothing. || came here on the last night of that session, and | 
The steamers that communicate with California, || by great effort I have finally got the floor for the | 
traverse more neutral ocean than those that com- || purpose of submitting a motion that the bill be 4) 
municate with Europe. It isa mere idea; and || takenup. It was reported by the unanimous ap- | 
although, at the last session, there was a law || probation of the Committee on Commerce at the 
assed to make the distinction, that law was a || last session. I cannot say that the chairman of 
mere obiter diclum—a distinction, in my estima- || that committeé approved of it also. He reported || 
tion, Which amounted to nothing. | the bill. We had a conference with the commit- | 
W hat we want is to establish political and com- || tee on the part of the House. They-appeared 
mercial relations with these countries, and this || before us. Most of the items of the bill are ree- | 
communication betwixt Charleston and Havana, || ommended in the estimates from the board direct. | 
is, in that point of view, of the utmost import- || We were told by a member of that committee, 
ance. The amount asked is a very small one in || who came before us, that the bill itself had been | 
comparison with what we have granted for other || submitted to the Light-House Board, and by the 
routes. | have voted cheerfully for this route || Light-House Board approved. I hope the Senate | 
around the Gulf of Mexico $120,000, for commer- || will take it up. 
cial and political purposes. I suppose that every | Mr. TOOMBS. I have only to say that this 
letter that is carried by that route will cost for || is no way to bring a recommendation before the 
the present, perhaps, twenty dollars; but whatis || Senate. The Senator rises to make that state- | 
that? We have other views, greater views, broader | ment, when I said that he had not that recom- | 
views. 1 do not know what the letters will cost || mendation. I spoke in language befitting the | 
between Charleston and Havana, but I know this: || occasion, that he had no authority for the recom- 
if that line is broken up, the immediate commu- || mendation of the Department. ‘The idea that a 
nication between this country and Cuba is at an | member from the other House can come here and 
end. Now, I say again, I do not desire the con- || say a bill has been submitted to the board, and, 
quest of Cuba. I doubt very much whether the | according to the opinion of that member, had the 
annexation of Cuba would be of any value tous; | sanction of the Department, I think is going a 
but the commerce of Cuba is of immense value, ] little further than ever I knew before on a recom- 
and this is the way to gain that commerce. Itis || mendation. Even the Light-House Board itself 
on that account that I think we should make this 1 cannot make a recommendation, except through 
appropriation to keep up this communication || the Treasury Department. Here is a bill appro- 
with that island. | priating about two hundred and forty-seven thou- | 
Mr. PUGH. I voted against the first of these || sand dollars. Many of the items contained in it | 
incongruous amendments; but, as the Senate || appropriate for new works, It has been recom- 
have concluded to make this an omnibus bill, |) mended by the committee, and I think wisely, | 
I only wish to give a reason why I shall vote for | that, in the erection of new lights, we shall not | 
this proposition. The Senator from New Hamp- || erect one without submitting it, and getting the 
shire comes too late with his objection, The || recommendation or the report of the Light-House | 
Senate to-night, or just before the recess, did pass || Board. They must go there. The statement of 
an amendment to a general appropriation bill, || the Senator amounts, neither directly nor indi- 
making an appropriation of money in the nature || rectly, to a recommendation by the board of such 
of a subsidy, to a line in the Gulf of Mexico. It || bills. 1 think we should not take up such a bill 
was advocated by the Senator from Louisiana, || at this time of night, when it appropriates almost | 





[Mr. Bensamin,] the Senator from Minnesota, || entirely for new works and new lights, without |, 


{Mr. Suexps,] and others, on the ground thatit || Senators knowing anything aboutthem. It will | 
was going to aid us in acquiring an influence over, || be substituting very unwise and ill-judged legis- | 
and the control of, Mexico. Now, 1 am very || lation for wise and prudent legislation, 
anxious to acquire an extensive influence over || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
Cuba. I should like to bring it entiyely within || is on the motion submitted by the Senator from | 
our reach; and on that account I shall go for this | Maine. 
amendment. I hope the friends of the acquisition || Mr. TOOMBS called for the yeas and nays; 
of Cuba will go for it. | and they were ordered. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, || Mr. HAMMOND. I should like to understand 
resulted—yeas 39, nays 8; as follows: | a little more about this bill before Lam called upon 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Big!er, || to record my vote. The new Light-House Board, 
Bright, Broderick, Brown, Chesnut, Clark,Coilamer, Davis, || Which introduced an entirely new system, have | 
a een Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, || dispensed with the sperm oil to a very consider- 
aW i Q ari: s rs | ; 2 Se . i | 
Jones Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Potk, Pugh. Reid, Rice. || able extent. Last year the Senator from Maine 
Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Ward, Wilson, and Yulee—39. || made an attack upon this board, with a view to | 
NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Fessenden, Hale, Hunter, John- || break them up, as I understood. Now, I donot | 
80 of Tennessee, Stuart, ‘Toombs, and Trumbull—8. know what is the nature of this light-house bill. 
If it is an attack upon that board; if itis an attack 
dictated by the sperm-oil interest, I am opposed 
to it; but if this measure is approved by the board, 
I will go for it. I would like to know exactly | 
what it is, and how far it conforms to the recom- | 
mendation of the new board. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I will state to the Senator that | 
it is not recommended by the board or the De- 
| partment itself, as I understand it. 


| 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed; and the bill to be read a 
third time. It was read the third time and passed. | 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now ask the Senate to take 


up what is called the light-house bill. : The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
Mr. TOOMBS. | object to taking up that bill. || resulted—yeas 28, nays 20; as follows: 


It is not the ordinary light-house appropriation ||  YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Broderick, 
bill. It is a new bill, with new sites, according to || Brown, Cameron, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, 
its own provisions, and can be passed upon at || Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hale, 
some future time. It proposes the erection of new {4 Hamlin, Harlan, Kennedy, King, Pearce, Seward, Siim- 
lights, provided there'is a ceding of jurisdiction NAYS T ae nae eee — 

. a ' : : : ‘ — Messrs. Bright, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Dayis, 
hereafter. This can be done just as well twelve \| Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, 
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Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Jones, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, and Toombs—20, 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 550) making appropri- 
ations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., 
and providing for the erection and establishment 
of the same, and for other purposes. 

Mr. PUGH. I move to amend the bill by add- 
ing the following —— 

Mz. CLAY. Before the Senator offers that 
amendment, | have an amendment which I am 
imstructed by the Committee on Commerce to 
offer. nl 

Mr. PUGH. This is an immaterial one. I 
do not think the Senator will object to it. It is 
to add: 

-Ind be it further enacted, That so much of the act ap- 
proved August 18, 1826, as authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury to discontinue the light at Port Clinton, in Port- 
age bay, Ohio, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

I will state that that light was suppressed in 
the bill passed in 1856, which was not read here, 
or brought to the attention of my colleague or my- 
self. The board have since continued the light, 
upon representations satisfying them, I think sub- 
stantially, that it was a mistake. I have been in 
the place since that, and | know that the harbor 
is sf constants importance, and the light should 
| be continued: 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY. Iam instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Commerce to move the following amend- 

'ment: Strike out ali of section three, after the 

enacting clause, in the following words: 


« That the following lights are authorized, at the discre- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to be discontinued, 
namely: 

‘* Prospect harbor, Beauchamp point, and Kennebunk 
pier, Maine. 

| * Mispillion, Delaware. 

 Sinith’s Point, Virginia. 

* Two overall beacons, Charleston, South Carolina. 
| Point Gammon, Massachusetts, on the completion of 
| the light-house and exhibition of the light now in course 
of construction on the Bishops and Clerks.’? 


And insert, in lieu thereof: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, in his discretion, to discontinue, from time to 
time, such lights as may become useless by reason of the 
mutations of commerce, and changes of channels of har- 
bors, and other causes. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope that amendment will not 
be adopted. Iam sorry to differ with my friend 
from Alabama; but it seems to me an amazing 
proposition that the Secretary of the Treasury 
should be invested with such an absolute power 
to regulate the courses of trade everywhere. It 
is left tohis diseretion, upon such information as 
he may choose to accept, to exclude the benefit of 
the system from any harbor of the United States 
forever. The whole lights of the country are at 
the mercy of the Secretary. If any of these lights 
become insufficient, and are reported to Congress 
as unnecessary, I should feel very happy to dis- 
continue them; but certainly we should not vest 
in the Secretary of the Treasury, or any other 

| Officer, such a power as this. 

Mr. CLAY. The reason for offering that amend- 
ment is simply this: It has happened repeatedly 
during this session, and during former sessions 
of Congress, since | have been a member of the 
Committee on Commerce, that applications have 
been made to Congress, by memorial or other- 
wise, to discontinue certain lights, and sometimes 
to substitute other lights in their stead; because, 
in consequence of the changes produced in the 
channels, these lights, instead of being guides to 
lead, have often misled the vessels trading to those 
several ports. Hence, it has been recommended 
to discontinue them. Now, I could cite several 
instances where we are paying for lights at differ- 
ent points that are utterly useless, and worse than 
useless. They mislead the mariner; and it has 
been thought advisable to invest the Secretary of 
the Treasury with this power. | cannot suppose 
that any Secretary of the Treasury would abuse 
it to the prejudice of commerce; sakthet he would 
only exert it where it was necessary to aid, instead 
of to obstruct commerce. | trust the amendment 
will be adopted. There was no dissenting voice 
in the Committee on Commerce; and, indeed, it 

| is accordance with the advice of the Department 
that we make it. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN. The chairman of the Com- 

| mittee on Commerce is in error when he makes 


Sra tyr si pepe on ees: 
Se ~ en tl 


; 
i 
> 
5 
é 
; 


Ee 


Psst Sabre CP oss aS ee ts — . 


ote 


Nein 


a 


ce. St ae Se Stee 


F 
. 























































w 


LALLA ON 
ee ALLL ALL LLANE LO AA AS 


ate (ln care pe 
















1640 


the statement that there was no dissenting voice 
in the committee. I opposed it myself, and the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cuanpier] also 
opposed it. 

Mr. CLAY. I understood the Senator not to 
be opposing it as an independent measure, though 
he did not approve of its being moved as an 
amendment to this bill. Perhaps I misunderstood 
him. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I opposed it as an independ- 
ent proposition, and I opposed it for another 
reason: that it was unwise to add any amendment 
to the bill; and | will state in a very few words 
why I think it ought not to be adopted. First, it 
is granting a power to the Department that may 
be wrongly abused. I would not give a power 
that may be abused. That isthe firstreason. The 
second one is this: the Light-House Board having 
been now in existence five or six years, and hav- 
ing public knowledge of all the lights in the coun- 
try, have recommended to us specifically what 
lights they ask power conditionally to discontinue. 

ow, if, in the progress of time and the mutations 
of commerce, it shall be necessary to discontinue 
any other lights hereafter, they can report annu- 
ally to Congress, and then annmaty that power 
can be given them after they shall have made their 
report. No wrong can arise, and a system of 
keeping up wrong lights cannot be carried to any 
extent. 

I want to say now, to the Senator from Ala- 
bama, that, in my judgment, he is wholly and 
entirely mistaken tn relation to the multiplicity of 
lights. ‘There are two classes of lights. There | 
are lights upon the coast, the improved Fresnel 
lights, which are far-reaching, and are designed 
to aid commerce at a Jong distance. There are 
other lights, which are harbor lights, and which 
are designed to aid the mariner, in dark and stormy 
nights, to get into harbors of refuge. They are 
not more frequent than commerce requires; while 
the vessel is traversing the ocean, outside of the 
land and of the dangers of land, they would not 
be necessary; but they are necessary as harbor 
lights on dark nights, to guide the mariner in time 
of storms. 

Now, in all the history of it, in all the time we 
have had this board, they have enly recommended 
the discontinuance of six lights. No, sir; they | 
have not done that. They only asked to have 
power to do that; and, on investigation of each 
case,! doubt if there isa solitary light they would 
discontinue; and that is where they propose to 
erect another light, which shall bea substitute for 
it. The Senator is mistaken, when he supposes 
these lights are not useful. They are of different 
classes; and one is just as useful as the other. 

I had hoped the Senate would take the bill as 
it was, and pass it, and not send it back to the 
House. if there are any other additional lights, 
which should be discontinued between now and 
another session of Congress, the Light-House 
Board can report to us; and, on examination of 
their report, and the examination of our commit- 
tee, and our own consideration, we can then dis- 

continue them. I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. 

Mr. CLAY. I have no personal knowledge 
upon the subject, but I certainly have the author- 
ity of the Light-House Board, as communicated | 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, for saying 
what | have said, and the bill which I have pre- 
sented, as an amendment, came from that board, 
as | understand, through the Secretary of the 
Treasury. J shall not amplify upon this subject. 


——_ + —_ — 
a= 


I have suggested this amendment, and I think it || Treasury,’’ who is at the head of the Light-House 


ought to be adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD. With anamendment, I should || 
prefer the amendment of the honorable Senator || 
from Alabama, and that is a modification restrict- || 
ing the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, save on the recommendation of the Light- 
House Board. \| 

Mr. CLAY. [| have no objection to that. 

Mr. BAYARD. [think that will sufficiently || 
guard it. itis an administrative duty connected | 
with the general system, and I think general au- | 
thority had better be given in that shape. It will | 
be sufficiently guarded then. The Secretary of | 
the Treasury, on the recommendation of the Light- || 
House Board, will then have the authority. I || 
think that is a better substitute than for Congress || 
to enter into these details on appropriation bills. | 


1 move that amendment to the amendment. | 


/own mode. 


' was before us. 


_ the Government, instead of sending another corps | 
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bama has accepted that. 
Mr. CLAY. Laccepted that modification. | 
Mr. TOOMBS. The Light-House Board have 
control of this subject now, except by this bill, 
and itis very remarkable that Senators are pre- 
pared to pass a bill of this character, unless they 


| want to do away with the Light-House Board. | 


The superintendency of these lights, 1 believe, 

upon the Atlantic, is given to the Superintendent | 
of the Coast Survey, and on the lakes it is given 

to the engineer department, and you have got a | 
large body of men, costing very large sums of 
money, to superintend this whole subject of lights, 
whose business it is to attend toitevery day, and 
keep them up; but this bill takes it entirely out 
of their hands. If we are going to abolish the 
Light-House Board, let us abolish it. Why keep 
up such machinery as this? They "re people 
who devote their attention to the subject. It is 
supposed to be a very good substitute for your 
If you choose, bring in a bill and 
establish light-houses, if they approve of them, 
under the superintendence of the Coast Survey, 


| or of the engineer department, upon the lakes. 


That is the provision of the bill. 

Now, as to the case the Senator speaks of, 
there is no such instance. The board say this, 
by the report of the Committee on Commerce, 
that, by i 
not alter lights. 
ory, for itis oe a year ago since this question 

recollect one instance in the 
harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, the chan- 


nel of which had filled up. It cannot be navigated | 


at all; but the lights are placed there by law, and 
the board cannot change them. 
another one called, I think, Moffat’s channel. 
This bill, l think, provides for both lights. Ithas 
become important to have another light there, ow- 
ing to the shifts and changes of the bar. One 
light leads to ruin, and the other to safety, and 
they cannot change them; and therefore, on our 


| coast, if the channel is changed, or there has been 


a change ina sand barina channel, we must keep 
the light there in order to lead the mariner into 
destruction. Thatis whatthey are. The board 
have given specific cases. ‘That is one, I recol- 
lect well, which was in the official report of the 
Light-House Board. ‘ 
It seems to me that there is not one particle of 
necessity for this bill. We have got a body of 
men whose sole duty it is to attend to this sub- 
ject of light-houses. 


from Maine. He says he will not leave a dis- 


cretion where it can be abused, and that is cer- || graphical engineers. 


tainly that he will never give ittoany one. There 
never was a man yet, who had power to doright, 
who might not abuse it and do wrong, and there- 
fore he will never give the power atall. Unless 
we act upon this principle, I do not see why 
we should give this discretion. I cannot see any 
possible motive or inducement of any sort upon 
earth for abusing it. Is it dangerous to give power 
to the Secretary to discontinue a light, if it led a 
ship on to ruin? It is amazing tome that sucha 
proposition should meet any objection at all. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Ihave buta word to say. Itis 
true, in the sixth section of this bill, it provides 
** thatif preliminary surveys are required to ascer- 
tain the seomay for any light-house, or other aid 
provided for in this bill, or to determine the proper 
site for the same, or to ascertain more fully what 
the public exigency requires, the Secretary of the 


Board, who has control of it, who is the officer 
who speaks, ** shall cause the necessary examin- 


ations and surveys on the sea-board to be made, | 


under the direction of the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey,’’ not because he has got a force all 
along the coast, but because he has just the man to 
do it without one additional dollar of expense to 


under the Light-House Board and getting addi- 
tional pay. Then it says that ‘those on the 
northwestern lakes shall be under the bureau of | 
topograhical engineers.’’ Why topographical en- | 
gineers? Because they are able to do on the lakes | 
what the Coast Survey is doing on the Atlantic | 
coast. They are surveying. 
Now, sir, I cannot see any objection to this, 
unless you want an additional corps of men, and 
pay them under this Light-House Board for this 





| Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Ala- | service. They have not got 


1e Jaw, as they understand it, they can- || 
I recollect one case from mem- | 


They have got || 











, men to make the sur. 
_veys. The board is very limited in number—by; 
| five or six. They have got agents in different 
| States, and I think no more than are necessary 
_ That is the reason of the thing, and I think it jg 
| very reasonable and very just. 
Mr. TOOMBS. The reason the Senator from 
Maine gives isa delusive one. It is nota true 
one in this case. They put it in there, becayge 
a large portion of the coast of the United States 
| has been surveyed. There is no corps of the 

coast survey there atall. Itis done; it is finished. 
and they have not got the men. They say they 
_ have finished a large portion of the Atlantic coast 
On the lakes, have you got a corps of engineers 
_atevery point of land upon which these light. 
| houses are to be placed? Does the Senator Say so? 
| You have got some people there surveying the 
{| harbors and the coast; and you may have them 
|| at this particular point, or this particular lake, | 
|| presume the Senator speaks without sufficient ip. 
| formation. At all events, | have not got any evi- 
| dence of the fact. [ know we have got people 
surveying on the lakes. I do not know the place 
where you waht to puta light-house. I know 
you have, according to your Coast Survey report, 
finished a very large portion of the Atlantic coast, 
,and therefore, there is nobody employed there; 
but I do know that you have gota Light-House 
Board to whom you commit all this great inter- 
'est. Itis said to be very great. I do not know 
whether itis so or not. At all events, the Govy- 
| ernment has trusted it there, and it is the proper 
and appropriate tribunal for these questions. | 
|| do notknow the motive of taking it away from 
there and putting it in somebody else’s hands, 
unless, perhaps, they have disapproved of this 
| bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have not said the Coast Sur- 
vey, stretching from Passamaquoddy bay down 
to the Gulf, and all along the coast, have a force 
| at every place where we want a light-house. | 
have said no such thing. No such latitude could 
be given to my language. I have not said that 
there was a corps of topographical engineers on 
the lakes. [ have said that there was a Coast 
| Survey all along the coast. That any very con- 
siderable portion of it is done is not true, as I un- 
| derstand it. WhatI did say was, that this Coast 
| Survey isa better body of men than you could 
| get anywhere to make surveys. Those that are 
| in the north will make them in the north, and will 
| have to go a little way off to make soundings. 





It should be left to them, | Those that are in the center will be ordered to the 
_unless you act upon the principle of the Senator | 


nearest points to make an examination and re- 
| port. So it will be on the lakes with the topo- 
Now, | affirm, in my judg- 
_ment, you cannot find two bodies of men better 
qualified to give correct information to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, who is chairman of the 


|| Light-House Board, than those two bodies of men; 


and, unless you want to send men on purpose all 
the way from Washington to the northwest and 
southwest, then, I say, let these men do it who 
are engaged there performing the various surveys 
to which I have alluded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the Senator from 
Alabama from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PUGH. I desire to have the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to hear the amend- 
| ment read again. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. PUGH. I wish to show the Senator that 
that amendment would be very mischievous. 
This very act of 1856, for instance, which he re- 
ferred to a momentagu, authorized the Secretary 
of the Treasury to discontinue a light-house on 
the eastern side of the entrance to Cleveland on 
the hill. All the sailors say that the lights along 
the water line are delusive, and they want this 
light back again; but although the Secretary and 
the board bave absolute power to put a light out, 
they do not seem to have power to light it again; 
| and this very bill before the Senate now proposes, 
as it came from the House, to authorize the Sec- 
retary to set up that light again: 


| “Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That authority is here- 
by given to exhibit a light from the light-house tower on the 








'| hill at Cleveland, Ohio.” 


| ‘This amendment authorizes the Secretary to 
‘blow out every light in the United States, and 
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sives no power to put them back; that is, it is 
the same power, in the same words, given him in || 
<pecial cases, and the board have decided that a |, 
jzht once blown out, can never be relighted. || 
Now, if we wish to abolish the system, do it; I || 
have no objection, provided you give us a better |) 
one; but while the system does continue, let us | 
have some responsibility. As for the Light- 
House Board, made up of Navy and Army offi- 
cers, they are not responsible. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think the amendment a de- 
cided improvement over the method of selecting || 
points where light-houses shall be maintained or } 
constructed by Congress. If we act adlvisedly and 





| 
afer full inquiry, it must result merely in the ex- || 
amination of the reports which go previously to | 
the board; sothat at lastitis but Corgress assum- || 
. | 


ing to judge of that information which they derive | 
from the board; and I think when we take into the || 
account those errors which must naturally result | 
from local or other prejudice, that we would gen- | 
erally err Whenever we differ from the report of 

the board. This Light-House Board, composed | 
as itis of some of the first men of the country, | 
not drawn merely from the Army or the Navy, | 
as supposed by the Senator from Ohio, but from | 
civil lite, always furnish us a safe guide on which | 
I think we may safely rely. The examinations of || 
the Coast Survey, thorough as they are—perhaps 
more so now than any other conducted abroad or |, 
at home—and those on the lakes, not being under || 
the same superintendent, but conducted by the |) 
topographical engineers, who have been for a | 
number of years examining the coasts of those 

Jakes, until they have.passed into the last one, || 
Lake Superior, will give all the information to the | 
board which will enable them to decide such ques- | 
tions. We have the revisory power. If the au- | 
thority conferred by that amendment should be | 


abused, it will remain for Congress to act upon || 
|, and decided. 


thatabuse. [ think it is a safe depositary, and 
that we should not, by fixing a light at a partic- 
ular locality, continue to maintain it until a law 
can be passed to abolish it, though the change of 
the current should render it not only useless but 
positively dangerous; a beacon, not to warn from 
shoals, but to invite vessels coming into a harbor 


torun upon what had -been a channel, but now || 


had become a shoal, and must terminate in a 
wreck, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Brown, Ches- || 


nut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fiteh, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Ten- | 
nessee, Jones, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Polk, | 
Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Smith, Toombs, and Ward—29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Broderick, Chandler, Clark, 
Dixon, Doolitte, Douglas, Darkee, Fessenden, Foot, Fos- | 


ter, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, Stuart, \| 


Trumbull, Wade, and Wilsoun—21. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BIGLER. [am authorized by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- 
ment: 

That the appropriation heretofore made for a Jight-house 
at point Lobos be, and the same is hereby, reappropriated : | 
Provided, The United States has a perfect title to the site of | 
said light-house. 

Mr.GWIN. I will state that the appropria- | 
tion was made several years ago; but the title to 


the site of the light-house was disputed by a pri- || 


vate land claimant. It has been settled, and the | 
lie is perfect now; and the Chamber of Com- 


merce of San Francisco have sent on a memorial || this appropriation. , 
ject, the Chair decides the amendment to be in 


in favor of the appropriation, and saying that it 
ought to be made. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PUGH. As this bill is to go back to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Commerce for these objects, and these are the very 
sums reported in those bills upon the estimates. 
The Senator’s point of order is not well taken. | 
They are all in pursuance of estimates. They are | 
the very sums estimated by the Department. This || 
bill contains two or three appropriations of that || 





character. Here they are: 


“ For repairing and securing the pier connected with the | 
light- house at Oswego, New York, so as to prevent its de- | 
struction, $10,000.”? | 

That is nothing but repairing the work of a 
harbor. That appropriation for Oswego harlior | 
was passed ina miscellaneous appropriation bill. 
Here is another one : 

That $5,000 be. and the same is hereby, appropriated to 
repair the light-house at Vermillion, Ohio. 

Now, these light-houses in these cases are part | 
of the harbors. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine raises a question of order, that this 
amendment is not reported from a committee, nor | 
in pursuance of an estimate. These are questions | 
of fact. 

Mr. PUGH. I say it is not the fact. They 
are the estimates reported at the last session, and 
the Committee on Commerce reported back the | 
estimates. They are printed. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not think the gentleman | 
takes the point. No committee presents that 
amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. 
tee did. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam stating the point. It is 
this: whether a committee, having the estimates | 
sent to them, and they report another bill, author- 
izes any member to move any portion of that bill ? 
That is the point. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator from Georgia does | 
not understand it. The same objection was | 
raised on these propositions at the last session, 

The Secretary did send these esti- 
/ mates. I say the estimates were sent to the com- 
| mittee, and the estimates were reported back by 
| the committee. I do not care any more about 
| the committee than that. I only state this to 
| show that the amendment is according to the es- 
| timates. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| states, if the Senator will allow him, that itisa 
| question of fact that can only be determined by | 
| presenting the estimates. | 
| Mr. PUGH. Well, sir, I will send for the doc- | 
|uments. I will ask the Senator from Alabama, | 


I did not say that any commit- | 


|| as the chairman of the committee, where are these | 


estimates? ‘They were read to the Senate at the | 


|, last session, when they were printed. 


Mr. CLAY. [cannot produce the estimates; 
| but they were for the last year, not for the cur- 
; rent year. We have no estimates for the current 
| year for these works; hence I do not think the 
| amendment in order. 
| estimates made five or ten years ago, and urge 
| them with equal propriety, it seems to me. 

Mr. PUGI 

“of the estimates being for the current year is ma- 
terial. I tried to make that point the other day, 
| and it was overruled. The Senator from Ala- 
bama, the chairman of the committee, states the 
facts. 


| the Senator from Alabama that the Secretary of 
| the Treasury reported estimates to Congress for 
With that view of the sub- 


| order. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I do not think the Senator from 
Alabama has said exactly that. 





louse, 1 move to add the following additional 
|| estimates. 


section: 


Mr. CLAY. No; I stated that we reported the 
I did not have thera here, and could 


| 
ind be it further enacted, That the following sums of || not say whether they were the correct estimates, 


money he appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury | 


hot otherwise appropriated, for securing and repairing the 
Works at the harbors herein named, to wit: At Conneaut, 
Ohio, $3,020 ; at Ashtabula, Ohio, $6,620; at Grand River, 
Ohio, $8,675 55 ; at Cleveland, Ohio, $26,143 15; at Black 
river, Ohio, $16,940 96 ; which several sums of money shall 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War. 


_These are the estimates sent it at the last ses- 
810n, 


Mr. HAMLIN. I raise a question of order 


or not. I have no recoilection of them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
misapprehended the statement of the Senator. 

Mr. CLAY. I stated that the Secretary did 
not report estimates this year. 

Mr. PUGH. I believe the Senator from Ala- 
| bama stated, when he reported these various bills, 
| that the committee directed him to report them 
| as the sums estimated for securing the works; that 


Whether that amendment comes from a commit- || it was not to carry on the works, and he put those 


tee, or is in accordance with an estimate. 

Mr. PUGH. I told the Senator that it was an 
estimate sent in here at the last session. Bills 
have been reported back by the Committee on 


| figures into the several bills. I have the bills 
here just as the Senator reported them. I have 
taken the figures from them. As to the point of 
order, they are the estimates, and nothing else. 





| Mr. HAM LI N. Let us take the question 


A Senator might produce | 


{. Ido not know that the question | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is stated by | 





Mr. PUGH. [ask for the yeas and nays on 


| the amendment. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PUGH. I give notice that I shall offer it 
in the Senate. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. It was read a third time. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not suppose there is a mem- 
ber of the Senate, unless it be of the Committee 
on Commerce, who knows what the bill pro- 
poses to appropriate. Now, it proposes to appro- 
priate $240,307 for certain specific purposes. Then 
there are several others. The amount of each 

one is not specified in the bill; and I am not able. 
to ascertain the amount. ‘They merely propose 
to reappropriate sums,of money heveiofare ap- 
prepriated. Altogether, I am sure, it is some 
three hundred thousand dollars. Of these seve- 
ral items of appropriation, eighteen are for new 
works; and of these eighteen new works, not 
one, 80 far as Iam advised, has been estimated 
by any Department of the Government. They 
do not come before us recommended, so far as [ 
am advised, by the Light-Elouse Board. The 
necessity for these works has not been ascer- 
tained or declared either by the Light-House 
Board, by the topographical engineers, the Coast 
Survey, or any other department likely to ascer- 
tain their importance. The bill, upon its face, 
confesses that these works may not be necessary, 
for in the sixth section it declares: 

“Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That if preliminary sur- 
Veys are required to ascertain the necessity for any light- 
house or other aid provided for in this bill, or to determine 
the proper site for the same, orto aseertain more fully what 
the publie exigency requires, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall cause the necessary examinations and surveys on the 
sea board to be made under the direction of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, and those ou the northwestern 
lakes to be made under the bureau of topographical engi- 
neers ; and, in all cases in which adverse reports are made, 

| they shal be submitted to Congress atits next session ; and 
in all cases in which the objects authorized are faverably 
reported upon, the works shall be commenced immediately 
atter valid titles and State jurisdiction shall have been ob- 
tained to the sites.’? 

Now, sir, there it appears patent upon the face 
of the bill that those who passed it did not know 
that these were necessary works; that they had 
not been advised that they were necessary; but 

| they make the appropriation in advance, and then 
submit to the Coast Survey on the Atlantic and 
the Pacific coasts, and to the bureau of topo- 
graphical engineers on the lakes,“to ascertain 
whether they be necessary. I submit that this 
is not the proper way to make appropriations. 

We are making it a matter of venture at hap- 
hazard. They may be necessary, or they may 
not be necessary. During the last session, the 
committee of which I have the honor to be chair- 
man determined that they would make appro- 
priations for no works of internal improvement 
of any character which were new, but would con- 
fine their appropriations to the repair of old works 
in order to preserve them. All these, with the 
exception of some three or four, are new works, 
and their necessity has not been ascertained, and 
no estimate sent us by the proper Department. 
Under all these circumstances, | cannot vote for 
the bill; and I ask for the yeas and nays on its 
passage. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is not my purpose to delay 
action upon the bill, but I am informed that those 
appropriauons for light-houses made without es- 
timates are not only very often unoecessary, but 
sometimes mischievous. They are made in places 
where they do harm; and I think it a very safe 
rule to confine ourselves to the estimates of the 
Light-House Board, made through the Seeretary 
of the Treasury. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Colla- 
mer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Kennedy, King, 


Pearce, Rice, Seward, Simmons, Smith, Stuart, Trurabul!, 
Wade, and Wilson—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Houstoa, Hun- 
ter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Jolin son of Tennessee, 
Jones, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Toombs, 

\| Ward, and Yulee—24, 


'! So the bill was passed. 
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OREGON WAR DEBT. 
Mr. LANE. IL ask the unanimous consent of | 


the Senate to introduce resolutions calling for 
information that IT want, and which the Senate 
will need at the beginning of the next session. 
It will not take a moment to dispose of them. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
municate to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
Congress, the cost of moving to, maintaining in, and with 
drawing from, Oregon, the nfle regiment, with a detailed 
list of property of all descriptions abandoned, lost, and con 
demned as unfit for service, with the cost, in detail and in 
the aggregate, of all such articles, and the prices, in detail 
and in the aggregate, which such as were ollered for sale | 
brought. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
municate to the Senate a detailed statement of provisions 
and clothing issued to distressed families, whether emi- 

rants or others, and to Indians, from the Army supplies, 

rom 1849, down to the present time ; and also the cost of 
supplies and of transportation 06 supplies, for troops while 
on duty at Fort Lane, in southern Oregon, and of the cost 
of transportation of supplies for regular troops while oper- | 
ating against the Lndiansin the southern portion of Oregon, 
or while in the field in other portions of Oregon, or operat 
ing in the field in Washington ; and the price of men, horses, 
mules, and oxen, tn the service of quartermasters. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the following information in rela- 
tion to the expenses of the late Ludian war in Oregon and 
Washington : 

J. A statement of all subsistence and clothing purchased 
for each ‘Territory, with the amount of each article and the 
prices, both in detail andin the aggregate, as per awards by 
the commission appointed under the act of Congress ap 
proved August 18, 1856, to ascertain and report the expenses 
necessary incurred in suppressing Ludian hostilities in the 
Jate Indian war in Oregon and Washington, by the territo- 
rial governments of said Territories. 

2. A statement of the amount and cost, as per awards of 
eaid commission, of subsistence and clothing sold during 
and at the close of the war, with the amount brought at 
sale. 

3. The amount and cost, as per awards of the said com- 
mission, of subsistence and clothing issued to volunteers, 
quartermasters, employés, distressed families, Indians, and 
others, as well as the amount and cost of subsistence and 
clothing lost or abandoned in service. 


THE 


| ing in the Senate? 


_may become laws. 


| gle principle in it; and when it is read, I do not || 


CONGRESSIONAL G 






GEORGE B. BACON. 


Mr. FOSTER. Iask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to take up a private bill, which I am sure will 
lead to no debate, It is nota matter of great pub- 


lic importance, | agree, but it is of considerable | 


importance to a young man, a constituent of 
mine. Itisa bill (S. No. 454) for the relief of 
George B. Bacon, late acting purser of the sloop- 


of-war Portsmouth. I can state in a word what 
the bill is. 


Mr. IVERSON. I wish to know whether that | 


is a Senate bill or a House bill. 
Mr. FOSTER. §Itis a Senate bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


acting 


urser of the sloop-of-war Portsmouth. 
Mr. 


VERSON. I do not wish to interfere 


with the motion of the Senator from Connecti- | 
cut, but I will suggest to the Senate whether it is | 


useful to spend our time in passing bills originat- 
At this late stage of the ses- 
sion it would be impossible for them to go through 
the House of Representatives. It would be bet- 
ter to take up bills which have come from the 
House, and which, if they receive our sanction, 
But if we take up a Senate 
bill, it stands about as much chance it heanealin 
a law as it does to get through the Parliament of 
the Celestial empire, if there be such a place. 
Mr. FOSTER. If it takes any time, or causes 
any debate, I will not press it. It has btit a sin- 


| suppose that any Senator could object to it. 


Mr. GREEN. 


satisfied, from what I know, that no private bill 


| from this moment of time, will be approved during 
| this session. 


4. The amount in detail and the cost, as per awards of | 


said commission, of animals, wagons, and all other means 


of transportation, with the amount and vaiue in detail of | 
all sales. 

5. The average amountand value, as per awards of com- 
mission, of clothing issued to each man in service. 

6. The amount and value, as per awards of the commis- 
sion, of the rations issued to each man, and quartermaster’s 
employé, and the amount and value of the same issued to 
distressed families and to Ludians. 


The resolutions were adopted. 
INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Interior be directed | 
to inquire, through the superintendent of Indian affairs in | 
the State of California, into the depredations committed 
by the Indians upon citizens of Buue county, California, 
during the year 1852. 

DEFENSE OF TEXAS. 

Mr. WARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be instructed to inquire : 


1. Into the annual expense weident on frontier defense 
for the State of Texas; and 

2. Into the expediency of allowing to the State of Texas | 
a certain sum of money, not exceeding the average annual 
expense heretofore paid by the Government, upon condi- 


tion that the State of Texas will undertake to provide ex- 
clusively for her own defense. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
municating the report of Lieutenant Craven of his 
surveys for a ship canal between the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, by the Atrato and Truando rivers; 
which, on motion of Mr. Fiven, was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relative to the trade | 
between the United States and the Island of Cuba, 
during the last five years; which, on motion of 


Mr. Fires, was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. | 
| 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. WARD, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the | 


{ 
| 





joint resolution (S. No. 66) authorizing the Post- 


master General to adjust the accounts of Peay & 
Ayliff, for carrying the United States mail on route 
No. 7503, in the State of Arkansas, reported it 
without amendment 


Mr. FOSTER. It will do no harm, then, even 
if we pass a bad bill, if it is not signed. 

The motion to take up the bill was not agreed to. 

RAILROAD ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I submitted, 
on the 9th of February, a motion to reconsider 


the vote by which the Senate rejected the bill (H. | 
| R. No. 541) in relation to a railway along Penn- 


sylvania avenue,in Washington city. I now ask 
the Senate to take up that motion to reconsider, 
and act upon it. ; 

Mr. MASON. Ihopenot. I ask forthe yeas 
and nays on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I think, at this period of the 
session, when we should be considering bills in- 
volving legislation without which the Govern- 
ment cannot be carried on,to take up a bill of this 
character, so unimportant, and which will lead to 
the debate to which this must lead, would brin 
us toa doubtful position before the country. 1 
hope it will not be taken up. 

Mr. BAYARD. We have none of those bills 
to which the Senator alluded before us now. Mo- 


| tions are being made to take up private bills, and 
I do not see any reason why this, which certainly 


is public in its character, and a great convenience, 
should not be taken up and disposed of. The 


honorable Senator from Virginia, with a view | 


merely to defeat it, may desire to debate it; but I 
am willing to submit to the sense of the Senate, 


|| whether they will pass it in the shape in which 


it was adopted in committee, or whether they 
choose to reconsider that action and pass it in the 
shape in which it came from the House; I care 


| notwhich. 1 want the road made, and I am will- 


ing to vote upon it without further discussion. 
Certainly it was thoroughly discussed at former 
sessions of the Senate. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Delaware to take 
up the motion to reconsider the vote respecting 
the bill (H. R. No. 541) in relation to a railway 
along Pennsylvania avenue, in Washington city. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, Brown, 
Cameron, Chandler, Clingman, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessen- 
den, Foster, Hale, Harlan, iverson, Johnson of Arkansas 
Kennedy, King, Seward, Simmons, Smith, Trumbull, and 
Wilson—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Chesnut, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Green, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson 
of Tennessee, Jones, Lane, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh. 
Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Stuart, Toombs, Wade, Ward, and 
Yulee—25. 

So (at twelve o'clock, p. m.) the motion was 
not agreed to. 


LOBE. 





It-is the bill || 
(S. No. 454) for the relief of George B. Bacon, late | 


I wish to remark, that I am | 








COMPENSATION OF NEW SENATORS, 


| Mr.CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, | desire 

| to offer a joint resolution as a substitute for the 

| one I offered some days ago. I have the right, | 
ebereny to modify it as I choose, no question 
| having been made upon it. 

The Secretary read it. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. T have but a word to 

|, say, and then I shall submit it: to the Senate 

|| Those gentlemen attended here during the periods 

for which that resolution proposes to allow them 
compensation. The members from Minnesota 
were admitted during the last session of Congress. 
the members from Oregon during the present 

session of Congress. Congress has ultimately 

determined that they were entitled to their seats 
from the session at which they were permitted 
to take them. They have incurred all the expense 
of attending here that they would have incurred 
if they had been members of the body. With 
| this explanation, | submit the resolution to the 
judgment of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob. 
|| jection, the Secretary will read the resolution a 
second time. 
| Mr. HALE. Does it come from any com. 
mittee ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itisa joint rego. 
| lution offered by the Senator from Kentucky, 

which has been read once, and can only be passed 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. Let it lie over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the joint resolution cannot be read asecond 
time, and must lie over. . 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not offer it now, 
I call up the resolution which [ offered some days 
ago, and modify it in this shape. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
pardon of the Senator from Kentucky. He 
thought it was an original resolution. Then the 
question is on the motion of the Senator from 
Kentucky to take up the following resolution, 
which the Secretary will read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

A joint resolution (3. No. 86) in relation to the compensa- 
tion of Senators and Representatives in Congress, elected 
from the new States : 

Be it resolved, §c., That Senators and Representatives 
who have been, or may hereafter be, elected as such froin 
any new States, not at the time admitted into the Union, 
before the commencement of the session of Congress dur- 
ing which session said State is admitted into the Union, 
then their compensation shall be the same to which they 
would be entitied if the said State were admitted the first 
day of the session: Provided, That the resolution shall 
have no further retrospective relation or effect than to Sen- 
ators and Representatives elected to the present Congress; 
nor shall such Senators receive anything under this resolu- 
tion for any period of time for which they were entitled to 
compensation as members of the House of Representatives. 

The .motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution was read a second time and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. ae 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I propose to modify it 
by striking out all after the resolving clause and 
inserting the substitute which I now offer: 

That the Senators and Representatives, elected to Con- 
gress from the new States that have been admitted into the 
Union since the commencement of the present Congress, 
shall be entitled, respectively, to compensation as suc), 
from the beginning of the session at which they were, re- 
spectively, admitted to their seats: Provided, That no one 


who was serving as a Delegate in Congress, shall receive 
any compensation in virtue of this resolution. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. . 

Mr. IVERSON. Willit go over on objection? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
having received its second reading to-day, can 
only receive its third reading by general consent. 

Mr. |VERSON. I do not object myself, and 
I do not hear any objection. 

The joint eeunion was read a third time and 
passed. 
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MARY B. DUSENBERY. 


Mr. KENNEDY. Iask the Senate to take up 
the bill H. R. No. 364. 

Mr. CLAY. What is it for? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Itis a bill for the relief of 
Mrs. Mary B. Dusenbery. It is a bill which has 
passed the other House. 

Mr. CLAY. I was going to move to take up 
a bill which concerns the public health and admits 
of no delay, and I think it ought to be taken up. 


It is the bill providing for the removal of the 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is 
correct. 

Mr. FITCH. 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous 
consent, that motion can be made, business being 
now pending. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the Senate will not do 
that; I do not consent to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the Secre- 
tary will continue the reading of the report on the 
bill before the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to postpone the prior 
orders and take up the new Post Office appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
the Senate. 

Mr. LANE. It will not take a minute to dis- 

ose of this case. - 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


I move that it be laid on the 


There isacase now before 


I move to postpone the prior 


25 


orders and take up the Post Office appropriation | 


bill which has just been presented. 

Mr. LANE. Is that motion in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There was no Sen- 
stor on the floor, but the reading of the report was 
going on. ‘The motion ts in order, 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. My purpose is to object to the 
second reading of the bill. [ want to make short 
business of it. 

Mr. FITCH. That was my object. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to make a remark or 
two on the motion of the Senator from Georgia 
to postpone the prior orders and take up this bill, 
and i do not do it for the purpose of detaining the 
Senate unnecessarily a moment. I confess, al- 
though I shall not feel personally interested in it 
hereafter, that | have some solicitude in regard 
to the manner in which the Senate shall act upon 
what I think to be a very important occasion. I 
shall turn the attention of the Senate to the par- 
liamentary law on the subject, and make only a 
suggestion or two. I may, perhaps, be indulged 
Mn saying 

Mr. KING. ‘The Senator will excuse me. I 
ask whether the prior orders have been post- 

roned? 

Mr. STUART. 
to postpone. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 





I am speaking to the motion 


motion to postpone. There has been no inter- 


ruption of the Senator yet; no question has been | 


raised upon him. 

Mr. STUART. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
sion will be allowed. I object to the Senator going 
further than discussing this motion under the 
strict rules of the Senate. 

Mr. STUART. IL have no disposition to go 
any further than that; and whenever the Chair 
thinks | am out of order, 1 shail be very happy 
to hear the suggestion, and to leave the subject. 
I] presume you can hardly find any gentleman here 
who has less interest in it than | have; but 1 was 
about to give some reasons why I shall vote for 
the motion to take up the bill, and Iam not going 
mto a discussion of the merits of the bill; but Lam 
going to say what I think ought to be done with 
it, if the motion prevails. 

Mr. LVERSON., 
18 not in order for a Senator to go into a discus- 
sion as to what ought to be done with a bill be- 
fore itis taken up. It is time to do that when 
the bill is taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair, in an- 
swer to the point of order, will state that, under 
the instruction of the Senate the other evening, he 
will decide against debate upon the question in 
regard to the priority of business. 

Mr. STUART. 1 hope the question will be 
put on taking up the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
seconded that the prior orders be postponed, with 


a view to take up the House Post Office appropri- 
ation bill. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
let the bill be read the first time ? 

Mr. STUART. No,sir. The bill is up before 
the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 


I shall be very brief. 


The Senator from | 
Michigan proposes to offer some remarks on the | 





The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill must be 


| read a first time before there can be any discus- 


Mr. STUART. I submit to the Chair that it 


need not be read at all. 


| possessed of the papers.—3 Hats., 31; 1G@rey, 425. 


| ference simply, written reasons are prepared by the House 
| asking it, and they are read and delivered without debate | 


I hope no irrelevant discus- | 


I make a point of order. It 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Well, the Chair 
will hear the Senator. 

Mr. STUART. I was only going to make a 
suggestion that, on an occasion of this character, 
when there is a dispute between the two Houses, 
without any action upon the bill at all, the House 
where the papers are—the Senate, on this occa- 
sion—should appoint a committee of conference, | 
to meet a like committee on the part of the other 
House, in order that they may amicably adjust 
the question of difference which exists between | 
them; and I-was going to read a little from the 
aaa, law on this subject. 1 read from | 

efferson’s Manual: 


*Ttis on the occasion of amendments between the Houses 
that conferences are usually asked; but they may be asked 
in all cases of difference of opinion betweeh the two Houses 
on matters depending between them. The request of a con- 
ference, however, must always be by the House which is 


** Conferences may be either simple or free. Ata con- 


to the managers of the other House at the conference ; but 
are not then to be answered. [4 Grey, 144.] The other House 
then, if satisfied, vote the reasons satisfactory, or say noth- | 
ing ; if not satisfied, they resolve them not satisfactory, and p 
ask a conference on the subject of the last conference, where | 
they read and deliver in like manner written answers to 

those reasons. [3 Grey, 183.] They are meant chiefly to | 
record the justification of each House to the nation at large, | 
and to posterity; and, in proof of that, the miscarriage of a 
measure is not imputable to them. [3 Grey, 255.) At free 
conferences, the managers discuss, viva voce and freely, and 
interchange propositions for such modifications as may be 
made in a parliamentary way, and may bring the sense of | 
the two Houses together. And each party reportsin writing | 
to their respective Houses, the substance of what is said on 





| both sides, and it is entered on their Journals.”—9 Grey, | 


| law; entirely so. 


it would be a very objectionable thing, in point 


220; 3 Hats., 280. 


The business that is going on between the two 
Houses of Congress at this session cannot but 
result disastrously. ‘The House of Representa- 
tives takes a bill which has been amended by the 
Senate, lays it on the table, and sends up a new 
bill; and it is proposed here to take up this new 
bill, and either lay it on the table or object to its 
second reading. by this course, the reasoning of 
each House will never be sent to the other; and 
the very case which the parliamentary law pro- 
vides for, of a preliminary consultation between | 
the two Houses for the purpose of justifying, as 
it is said, to the country at large and to posterity, | 
the reasons for its action, has arisen. It is clear, | 
to my mind, that the House of Representatives 
have acted without authority of parliamentary | 
Even if the case were clear, it | 
would be very objectionable in point of courtesy. 
If this body should originate a bill which it was 
indisputable they had no right to originate,I say | 


of courtesy between the two Houses, for the 
House of Representatives unceremoniously to lay 
it upon the table and send us another bill. [n this 
case it is not only questionable, but I think the 


| weight of opinion is, that the amendment of the 


Senate, increasing the postage, is not obnoxious | 


_ to that provision of the Constitution which pre- 


debate, properly engendering difference of opin- 


Mr. STUART. Now, | suppose, I shall be en- | 


| bill, but by reading it a first and second time in | 
| 


vents this body from originating bilis to raise | 
revenue. But now, sir, treat it as a question in 





ion between the two Houses 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object to this. We have not 
got these papers. ‘The Senator is out of order. | 
We have not got the papers in dispute at all. 
That bill is not before us in any way, and there 
can be no motion fora conference in regard to it; 
and I see no other means of disposing of that 


its order. 1 make that point. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
first hear what is the motion submitted by “i 


The Chair will 


Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. STUART. My motion is, we having this 
bill before us, which the Senate of the United 
States claims is improperly before it—that is our 
ground; and it is the very same ground on which | 
the Senator is going to object to its second read- 
ing 

Mr. TOOMBS. No. 

Mr. STUART. He cannot object to it on any | 
other ground. We insist that the House of Re 





sion upon it, 
| 
| 
| 
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ing down this bill. 





tively in order in submitung what | propose to do: |! resentatives has not treated us properly in send- 


M 


3 
’ 
) Therefore, I move that q 
committee of conference be appointed, to consy|; 
with the House of Representatives, for the pur. 
pose of inducing them to take up the bill which 
they sent to us, and which we amended, and ao. 
upon a a it = us; or else take the po. 
sponsibility of having the appropriations for th, 
Post Office Department fail. : — 
Mr. TOOMBS. I submit that the Senator is 
out of order; because, non constat that they wii 
not pass that bill as it now stands. It does not 
appear that there is any dispute between the iw, 
ouses. It may be, as] have seen done here 
that the Senate will pass this very bill in ten min! 
utes. There does not appear the slightest eyj. 
dence that there is any disagreement in any Way 
Mr. STUART. Well, Mr. President— °' 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair yj 
ask the Senator from Michigan to reduce his mo. 
tion to writing. 
Mr. STUART. I will do that. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. IVERSON. While the Senator from Mich. 
igan is putting his motion in writing, I ask leaye 
to have certain papers withdrawn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wi! po. 
ceive the motion. 

On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, That Frances Steeley have leave to withdray 
her petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, That the representatives of William Russwuri 
have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, it was 


Ordered, That Elizabeth Horine and the heirs of Thonis 
Maddin have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the Senate the petition of -Elizabeth Myers, the petition 
of Henry Schoonover, the petition of Phebe Noose, the pe- 
tition of Elizabeth Tennant, the petition of George Butcher, 
the petition of Jacob Riffle, the petition of Mary Bickel, the 
petition of Samuel Warner, the petition of Dorothy Hyer, 
the petition of Elizabeth Knight, the petition of Isaac Cut- 
right, and the petition of Isaac White. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RELD, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom were referred the 
petition of Edwin M. Chaffee, and a petition of 


| citizens of Massachusetts, against extending the 


patent of Edwin M. Chaffee, asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Samuel Colt, praying 
for an extension of his patent, reported adversely 
thereon. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of J. 
B. Williams, the memorial of Joseph K. Boyd, 
and the petition of E. P. Hastings, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 


BENJAMIN SAYRE. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I ask leave of the Senate to 
take up a very short bill, the first one I have 
moved to take up out of its order this session. lt 
is the bill (H. R. No. 319) for the relief of ben- 
jamin Sayre, an old gentleman in the State which 
l represent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous con- 
sent the bill may be taken up. [** No objection!’ 
The Chair hears no objection. 

The Secretary read the bill, which provides for 
the payment of $2,043 to Benjamin Sayre, in full 
of his claim for work and labor, under his con- 
tract with the United States of December 8, 1532, 
on section sixty-seven of the Cumberland road, 0 
Indiana, in the division east of Indianapolis. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I object to any of this infor- 
mal business, until we hear from the Senator from 
Michigan. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the Secretary to read 
the report of the Committee on Claims. The bill 
has passed one House or the other for the last ten 
ears. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not care if it passed fifty 
times; it is out of order. There is another ques- 
tion pending—an important question. ; 
Mr. BRIGHT. was under the impression 
that there was nothing before the Senate. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There was mo- 
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tion before the Senate which the Chair asked the 

genator from Michigan to reduce to writing. 

While he was engaged in reducing it to writing, 

the Chair, by unanimous consent, received other 
siness. 

‘Mr BRIGHT. I did not so understand. 1 

withdraw my motion. 


poST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. STUART. My motion has been reduced 


9 writing. 
the VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read it. 4 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate appoint a committee of con- 
ference, to meet a like committee on the part of the House 
of Representatives, for the purpose of consulting as to what 
vetion ought to be had by the respective Houses respecting 
the bill making appropriation for the service of the Post Of- 
fice Department during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1860. 

Mr. MASON. I have examined the parlia- 
mentary law, which was read by the Senator from 
Michigan, and I differ with him altogether in the 
construction he has placed upon it. There can be 
no conflict between the two Houses, unless there 
is a difference of opinion. The parliamentary 
law says that that difference of opinion is not con- 
fined to difference upon amendments, but if there 
be any other difference of opinion, they may ask 
a conference. Now, what is the difference of 
opinion between the two Houses here? The 
House of Representatives sent us an appropria- 


tion bill, we considered it, and we made various | 


amendments, and sent the bill back to the House 
with those amendments, 

Mr. STUART. Will the Senator allow mea 
moment to read a few words from the parliament- 
ary law? 

Mr.MASON. Certainly. 

Mr.STUART. I read from Jefferson’s Man- 
ual: 


“ When a conference is asked, the subject of it must be 
expressed, or the conference not agreed to. (Ord. H. Com. 


89; 1 Grey, 425; 7 Grey, 31.) They are sometimes asked | 


to inquire concerning an offense or default of a member of 
the other House. (6 Grey, 181; 1 Chand., 304.) Or the 
failure of the other House to present to the King a bill passed 
by both Houses, rot Or, on information received, 
relating to the safety of the nation. (10 Grey, 171.) Or when 
the methods of Parliament are thought by the one House to 
have been departed from by the other, a conference is asked 
tocome to a right understanding thereon. (10 Grey, 148.’’) 


Mr. MASON. I do not think it varies it in 
the slightest degree. The question ne be- 
tween the two Houses is not an occasion of the 


character described in the clause last read by the | 


Senator; it is a question about a bill—legislation. 
As | have said, the exact posture of the question 
is this: the House passed a bill making an appro- 
priation for the service of the Post Office Depart- 
ment; the Senate considered that bill, adopted 
various amendments to it, and sent the bill back, 
with those amendments, tothe House; the House 


have returned the bill, with all the amendments, | 


to the Senate, and they have not considered a 
single amendment, as shown by the resolution 
which broug&t the bill back. 
they declare simply that they return the bill, with 
the amendments, to the Senate, because the thir- 


teenth amendment is a bill to raise revenue; thus | 


declaring that they have not considered one of 
the amendments; but, inasmuch as they regard 
one of the amendments, the thirteenth, as a bill 
to raise revenue, they return the bill, with the 
amendments, to the Senate. What have the Sen- 
ate done? The Senate have adopted a resolution 


declaring, in substance, that they had exercised | 


@ constitutional right in making amendments to 
that bill; that the House have equally a consti- 
tutional right to adopt or reject those amendments, 
but that they can permit no revisory power in 
the House to determine for the Senate, what, in 


their judgment, is constitutional or not in their | 


action; and they sent the bill, with the amend- 
ments, back to the House, with this resolution. 
The House have not acted on those amendments 
8o far as we know; but they inform us, in sub- 
Stance, that they do not mean to act on the amend- 
ments, and they send us the identical bill back 
without the amendments. Now, sir, I should 
Say that our proper course of action, to set a 
proper precedent, and to present the subject prop- 
erly before our respective constituents, in case 
the bill should be ultimately lost, is this: let the 

resent bill be presented to the Senate; let the 

nate understand what the bill is, by its being 
read, or otherwise; then, let a motion be made to 


In that resolution | 
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lay the bill upon the table, giving as a reason, '| we have sent bills down to the House, and send 


that the same bill, with amendments which the | 
Senate adopted, is now pending in the House of | 
Representatives. I do not see any occasion for 
a conference; but I do see that, if a conference is | 
asked, it will be a concession, by implication, at | 
least, that the House acted correctly in revising | 
our action on the thirteenth amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Upon the point of | 
order raised, the Chair begs leave to make a sug- 
gestion to the Senate. It seems to him that two | 
courses might be pursued. One would be to let 
the bill be read the first time, and then, the sec- 
ond reading being objected to, to make the motion 
suggested by the Senator from Michigan, or even 
to move that the bill be laid on the table; and, if 
that were agreed to, then to make the motion sug- 
gested by the Senator from Michigan. If, how- 
ever, the Senator from Michigan insists on it, the 
Chair thinks his motion will be in order, if he | 
will put a preamble to it, that, in the opinion of 
the Senate, the House having departed from the 
usual course of parliamentary proceeding, the | 
Senate asks a committee of conference on the bill. | 

Mr. STUART. I have no objection to any | 
course that meets the judgment of the Senate. [ | 
have no objection to modifying the resolution, as | 
suggested by the Chair. I have no objection to | 
the bill being read once. Perhaps it would be | 
preferable to read the bill once by its title. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam willing to agree to that; 
but how all this is to be done, without our ever | 
reading it or knowing what is in the bill, sur- | 


| passes my comprehension; and it would take the 
| astuteness of the Senator from Michigan to know 


that they have not sent us back everything we 
sent to them. We cannot know until the bill is 
read. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 
read through if required. 

The bill (H. R. No. 893) making appropria- | 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department, | 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, | 
1860, was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object to the second reading 
of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If desired, the bill | 
will be read through. 

Mr.STUART. Unless some Senator demands 
the reading of the bill through, I presume it is | 
not necessary. 

Mr. MASON. I ask that the bill may be read | 
for information. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
must read the bill. 

Several Senators. It is the same as the old | 
bill. 

Mr. MASON. I want to hear it read. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
seconded that the bill do lie on the table. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir. I objected to the | 
second reading of it, and, according to our rule, | 
I believe it cannot be read twice to-day without 
unanimous consent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It cannot be read 
twice to-day, objection being made. 

Mr. REID. i move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. HUNTER. It does lie on the table, be- 
cause its second reading is objected to. It cannot | 
come before the Senate when the second reading 
is objected to. 

Mr. REID. I withdraw the motion. 
Mr. HUNTER. I believe, when the first bill 
was sent back from the House of Representatives, 
with the resolution declaring that the House ob- | 
jected because the Senate had no right to pass the | 
thirteenth amendment, we might then, if we had | 
preferred it, have insisted on that amendment, and | 
asked for a conference; for there may be confer- | 
ences upon questions of privilege between the | 
two Houses, as well as upon disagreeing amend- | 
ments. We failed, however, to do that. The | 
bill was sent back, with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate that it was perfectly competent for us to take | 
the course we did. te presents the question, 
though,ina form somewhat embarrassing. They | 
have since sent us another bill, not exactlyhe | 
first one that was sent, but a bill with a limita- | 
tion upon the amount to be spent, as | under- | 
stand, making ita little different from the first | 
bill which they sent up, and which we amended. | 
We may do one of two things: we may either let | 
it lie on the table, as we often do when we knew | 


| scribing it by its title, with amendments. 





| 






them a message by our Secretary that we have 
passed a bill, describing it, with certain amend- 
ments, and sent it to the House, and calling their 
attention to it; or, perhaps, we may ask a confer- 
ence; but the difficulty now is, that there is no 
disagreeing amendment. They simply send us 
another bill, taking no notice of that which we 
have previously passed; and I do not know how 
we can ask a conference, unless we refer to some- 
thing that has passed out of our possession; that 
is, the original resolution which they sent us de- 
claring that we had no right to pass the thirteenth 
amendment, because it was the origination in the 
Senate of a revenue measure. I rather incline to 
the opinion that the better plan would be to let 
the bill lie on the table, and send them a message 
saying that we had sent down a certain bill, de- 
? Iam 
Willing, however, to try a conference, if the Sen- 
ator from Michigan prefers it. 

Mr. STUART. It will be seen, from hat I 
last read, that there is no difficulty in a case like 
this. The language I read in the first instance in 
regard to a conference, that it was to be asked by 
the body which had the papers, relates to a disa- 
greeing vote between the two Houses; but take 
the other case which I read: 

*They are sometimes asked to inquire concerning an 
offense or default of a member of the other House ; (6 Grey, 
181; 1 Chand., 3045) or the failure of the other House to 
Te to the King a bill passed by both Houses.” (8 Grey, 
302. 

There, the papers are not with the House that 
asks the conference. The bill is to be sent to the 
King toask his approval by the [louse that origin- 
ated it, and the other House, finding that that 
House has not done it, asks a conference to know 
why a great measure of the country is failing. 

“Or, on information received and relating to the safety 
of the nation ; (10 Grey, 171 ;) or when the methods of Par- 
liament are thought by the one House to have been departed 
from by the other.’’ 

Is not that this case? Does not the Senate think 
that the House of Representatives have departed 
from the rules of Congress; that they have no 
right to take a bill which they passed, and which 
has been sent here and amended by us, and do 
what they please with it, and send us another bil 
on the same subject? Under such a system, when 
would legislation be ended, and what would be 
the rights of the Senate? Suppose we were to 
yield to this, and go on and amend this bill just 
as we did before, and send it down to the House; 
they might take no notice of it, and send you 
another bill; and when would you ever get the 
legislation ended, or when would you ever be able 
to assert what the Constitution gives you author- 
ity to assert? 

Now, sir, we believe that the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in this instance, has acted in a manner 
that is not justifiable by parliamentary law or the 
rules of the two Houses, or, I may say, the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Then, it is com- 
petent to ask a conference to inquire of the House, 
and to have their reasons given to us, and submit 
our objections to their reasons, and thus bring 
the matter before the country if the House per- 
sists; but the reasoning upon the subject is, that 
the House which is wrong will be satisfied that it 
is wrong, and will yield its objectionable action. 
That is the way for men to reason. It is not to 
be inferred that the House will persist in an error; 
ut it is, on the contrary, to be inferred that the 
House, being satisfied that they are in error, 
will yield their action and send us the other bill. 
There is a propriety, I think, in the suggestion 
made by the Chair, that a preamble may be of- 
fered for the purpose of stating distinctly the case 


“upon which the conference is asked, and 1 was 


about to prepare it; and I submit, in a word, that, 
in my judgment, the Senate ought to take this 
course. I made an effort, so far as I was capable 
of making it, on preCisely this question, at the last 
session of Congress. I thought I foresaw, then, 
that if the Senate allowed itself to be treated as 
it was then treated, which conduct is now re- 
peated, it would find that it would be involved in 
much greater difficulty, probably, at the succeed- 
ing session of Congress. I then failed, however. 
It was in the last hours of the session, and the 
importance of the bill—precisely this bill, that1s, 
a bill for this purpose, the Post Office appropria- 
tion bill—led to the point being passed over. At 
that sesson, the bill was passed by the House of 


ak as oe 
= * 
~ ay ~ ~~ 
Se ees 


so maet hes 


. ae 


Ss 
* 


var es 


acter ey ote 
Ss Sees 


” Pores. “ r . 


me ed 


oie ee 


tei pagar a 


PEAS 


Si oa 


Sc eae te 


| 


as 
r 


ee a 


ae 
oh Ain 





f 
- £ 
i 
| 


ee Pe 





1646 


Representatives and was amended by the Senate, | after the House of Representatives has adjourned, '| of the committee on that bill. 
the members of which body have the right of en- || now proceed with the reading 
tering within the bar of the Senate—and they | 
came in here in considerable numbers—time and || friend from Oregon the propriety of not going y 
| with this bill. It is one of those cases w a 


and the louse agreed to a variety of our amend- 
ments, all, excepta very few, by a solemn vote, 
and a committee of conferenee was appointed. 
My recollection is that the committee agreed as 
to all the amendments except two, one increasing 
the rates of postage, and the other abolishing 
the franking privilege. Disagreeing upon these 
amendments, and the bill being returned to the | so. 
House of Representatives, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means moved to lay it 
upon the table; and then, at a subsequent day, 
the House took the authority to reconsider the 
bill and all the amendments—the amendments 
that they had agreed to with the Senate, and which 
had gone through two or three conferences undis- 
puted—and sent us, in the last hours of the ses- 
sion, another bill, and we submitted to it, and 
here are the fruits of it. [tis repeated upon us 
now in two bills. I would not recommend to the 
Senate equal rashness, and | would not myself 
say a word that should be deemed rash; but I 
would assert deliberately, according to the parlia- | 
mentary law, our rights; | would appoint a com- 
mittee of this body, and notify the House that 


again during the last week, have [ heard language | 
, used upon this floor like this: ** We will put such 


” That language has been repeated on this | 


floor again and again, in the presence of numbers 
of the members of that House. 


courtesy which is due to the House of Represent- 
| atives; and may, to some extent, have provoked 
this very retaliation. 
Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator permit me? I 
will say, that I have never heard such Janguage 
used on the partof the Senate towards the House. 
we had done it, to consult with a like committee Mr. DOOLITTLE. ‘The Senator could not 
on the part of that body, to see if we could not || have been present. . 
come to an amicable understanding, and induce || Mr. DAVIS. I suppose it could not have been 
the House to conform to the parliamentary law. || frequently used, as | am usually in my seat. 
J would only use harsh words, or adopt arbitrary Mr. MASON. I have certainly heard language 
measures, in the last resort. I will prepare the | very much like that spoken of by the Senator from 
preamble suggested by the Chair. | Wisconsin, used on this floor. 
Mr. DAVIS. It strikes me that we arereduced | Mr. DAVIS. How often? 
to acondition now at which we are either to seek Mr. MASON, Within the last day or two. I 
a conference, if we wish toact upon this measure, || do not remember how often. 
or we are to jay it on the table, and adopt a new Mr. DAVIS. It might have been, and I not 
mode of proceeding. If we choose to disagree | hear it; but it could not have been often. 
to the bill which has been sent to us,l think || Mr. MASON. The Senator was not present, 
we have a perfect right, on account of the con-|) Ll take it. The parliamentary rule undoubtedly 
flicting conduct of the two Houses, to ask fora || is, that no reference shall be made to any pro- 
committee of conference to find what is the basis | ceeding in the other House, either in terms of 
of that opposition between the two Houses which || decorum or disrespect; but it has been violated, 
renders it impossible for us to proceed any fur- || I am sorry to say, by instances in the Senate. 
ther. If not, | think we can lay this bill on the || Whether we are now reaping its reward, I do not 
table; and, in that event, 1 have a joint resolution | know. I am glad that the Senator from Wiscon- 
which | propose to offer and send to the House, || sin has brought the attention of the Senate to the 
and see whether they like the new mode of pro- || fact. 
ceeding any better. In order that the Senate may The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
understand exactly the view which I entertain, || suggest to Senators that the motion of the Senator | 
I send up this joint resolution to be read, while | from Michigan is now ready. 
the Senator from Michigan is preparing his pre- | Mr. DOOLITTLE. I do not desire to take up | 
amble. || the time of the Senate; but | simply say that, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read for || though | profess not to understand parliamentary 
information. | law, it is my opinion that the mode suggested by 
The Secretary read it, as follows: || the honorable Senator from Michigan, as a diffi- 
Be it resolved, §c., That from and after the 30th of Jane, || Culty has arisen between the two Houses as to 
1859, the receipts from post offices and post roads shall not || parliamentary proceedings, is the best mode, for 
be returned to the ‘Treasury of the United States, but shall || it will bring the Senate and House of Represent- 
be reserved and accounted tor by the Post Office Depart- | atives together through the medium of a cunfer- 
ment, and be apphed to sustain the postal service of the || , . : 
United States. /ence. We cannot go as a Senate into the House 
wlnd be it further resolved, That the Postmaster General | of Representatives and meet them there asa body; 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to reduce the mail service |! but we can meet them by a committee. 
eee teens as to render the Post Office The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
ind be it further resolved, That the Postmaster General || Suggest that the motion of the Senator from Mich- 
shall, ia his next annual report, Communicate to Congress || ivan be first read, and then the Chair will recog: | 
the reductions made in the mail service, and the receipts || nize any Senator who wishes to speak to it. The 
Secretary will read the resolution, 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


upon each of the mail routes, 
Mr. DAVIS. It is merely a provision made 
The House of Representatives having, in the opinion of 
the Senate, departed (om the proper parliamentary usages 


for the reduced system of maintaining our postal |! 
service, instead of allowing the postal receipts to 
sass into the Treasury; that they sh: » ke : . 
pas ~ ot ‘ bie bs i, : th vat, ll be ke pt by its action in regard to the bill of the House (No. 872) 
and accounted for by the I ost Othice Department; entitled * An act making appropriations for the service of 
and that the Department shall be made self-sus- || the Post Office Department during the fiscal yeur ending 
taining, by reducing the grade of service where | saa ee - a 1s00:? "Therejore, , 

: ; . | rsolved, This » Senate appoint a committee of con- 
ses ay be e: 4 8 : bi _ Resolved, hat the P aj 
—— vs —s dor .” and shall communicate, at |! ference to meet a like committee on the part of the House 
the nextsession of Congress, the reductions which | of Representatives, for the purpose of consulting as to what 
have been made, and what are the receipts on each 


action ought to be bad by the respective Houses respectng | 
mail route, so as to enable us to legislate advis- || the said bill. 


edly hereaft Rl ot -| The resolution was agreed to; and Messrs. | 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 do not profess to be very 


; E Srvart, Pearce, and Foor were appointed the | 
well posted on quesuons of order and of parlia- conferees on the part of the Senate. 
mentary law, but it strikes me that the proposi- | ‘ 
won of the honorable Senater from Michigan is || HUGH GLENN. 
the straightforward, sensible mode of getting our- Mr. LANE. IL ask the Senate again to resume 
selves out of this difficulty; and, in speaking the || the consideration of the bill that was interrupted | 
few words that l propose to speak on this subject, | by the report from the House of Representatives | 
1 wish to cal! the attention of the Senate to certain 


of the Rost Office appropriation bill. 
facts that have transpired on this floor familiar to | 
us all. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 
l understand one of the rules of the Senate is, || ally. The question now before the Senate, as in | 
| 


|| Oregon is right. That bill was postponed inform- 


that whenever we speak of a coérdinate depart- I Committee of the Whole, is the bill indicated by | 
ment of the Government, we are bound to speak || the Senator from Oregon—a bill (H.R. No. 441) | 
on this floor with due respect. It is a fact that, || for the relief of the assignees of Hugh Glenn, 
during some of our lite sessions here at night, || The Secretary was engaged in reading the report 





and method of transacting business between the two Houses || ae : . - 
= i '| and furnished the Indians at Fort Harrison by Hugh Glenn 
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and such a proposition into the bill, and we will || by the President before he can sign tt 
force the House of Representatives to do so and || 
| not investigate any private bill so as to asce 
| whether it is just or not. My committee rep 
| this bill, and I am in favor of it, but I thin 
Now, sir, | do not stand here to justify, per- || useless to take up the time of the Senate 
' haps,as a matter of parliamentary law, what has || sidering it at this hour. 
been done by the House of Representatives; but 
I can very well see that, in the fact that the Sen- | 
ate of the United States have permitted that kind || 
of language to be used upon this floor on more || 
occasions than one, we ourselves, perhaps, may | 
have been guilty of a want of that parliamentary | 


| 





| consume the time of the Senate unnecessarj| 


| ought to pass the Senate. 











The Secretary wil 


Mr. IVERSON. I res»ecifully suggest to m 


hich wijj 
€8tigation 


: 2 ne bill, | 
am satisfied, from what I have heard, that he wil 


involve debate, and must lead to an iny 


| 
Tlain 
Orted 
k it lg 
by cen- 


Mr. LANE. 


J am sure that I do not want tp 
but here isa case of manifest justice being delay.g 
for many years. This.man,a citizen of Kep. 
tucky, with whom I was acquainted when aboy 
had a contract with the Government, upon tie 
settlement of which it is found that the Govern. 
ment is in his debt. The report, if read, jj 
satisfy all Senators that the bill is a just one, ang 
I should be very glad to have justice done in th 
case. It will not make the case any the worse jf 
the President should not approve the bill, | 
would like to have favorable action upon it. |; 
itis a House bill, and 
I hope it will be passed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary yilj 
proceed with the reading of the report. 

The Secretary proceeded; and concluded the 


| reading of the report made by Mr. Maywnaaro, in 


the House of Representatives; which is as {o|- 
lows: 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Join Dickson, * asking that he may be paid 
the balence of a judgment obtained by Hugh Glenn against 
the United States,” have had the same under consideration, 


| and submit the following r@port: 


On the 20th of January, 1817, Hugh Glenn, of the Stare 
of Kentucky, contracted with the United States to furnish 
provisions at the military posts within the limits of several 
of the northwestern States, including the State of Indiana, 
His contract did not specify the quantity to be furnished at 
the several points, but bound him to furnish, of the articles 
enumerated, such quantities as ** shall be required of him 
for the use of the United States, at all and every place, or 
places, where troops are, or may be, stationed within the 
limits’? of the States mentioned, upon * thirty days’ notice 
beutg given of the post, or place, where rations may be 
wanted,”? &e. It further bound him to furnish the supplies 
“upon the requisition of the commandant of the Army ora 
post, in such quantities as shall not exceed whatis sufficient 
for the troops to be stationed,” &c. It was also required 
that rations should, from time to time, be issued to such In- 
dians as visited the various military posts, and in such quan- 
tities as were necessary. 

The facts involved in this claim were presented to Con- 
gress as early as 1826, when General Harrison, whio is sup- 
posed to have been familiar with such transactions, made 
a favorable report trom the Committee on Military Affairs 
in the Senate, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the 

arty. 

. Again, in 1850, Mr. Thomas, from the Committee of 
Claims in the House of Representatives, made a report 
which your committee now deem so full and conclusive, 
that they are induced to adopt it, as follows: 

“The Secretary of War, on the 8th of May, 1816, in- 
structed the officer commanding at Fort Harrison, in the 
State of Indiauva, that he was * required to certify all ab- 
stracts of rations issued to’ the Indians who ‘ usually re- 
sorted’ to that fort. To enable him to fulfill this duty, the 
Indian agent there was alsv instructed ‘to make daily re 
ports’ to the officer ‘ of the number of Indians present, and 
for whom rations [were] to be issued,’ that the command. 
ant might Know what quantity of rations were necessary. 
Brevet Major John T. Chunn was the officer in command, 
and General Posey was the Indian agent. 

Upon the reports of the agent to Major Chunn, he cer- 
tified to the Department of War ‘ abstracts of rations’ issued 


to the amount of $44,764 02. 

‘* Tn the course of the execution of Glenn’s contract, he 
was advanced the sum of $133,346 14 for supplies furnished 
at the following forts, to wit: Belle Fontaine, Fort Osage, 
Fort Clarke, Fort Crawford, Fort Edwards, Fort Armstrong, 
Belle Point, and St. Louis. When his account was ren- 
dered at the Department for final settlement, he claimed 
that he had furnished provisions at the various forts to the 
value of $142,884 74, inchuding the $44,764 02 for issues at 
Fort Harrison ; for which amount Major Chunn had certi- 
fied the abstracts. Upon an inspection of the account, It 
appeared to the Secretary of War that the amount certified 
for Fort Uarrison was too large; that the number of Indians 
frequenting that post could not have been so large as to re- 
quire so many rations, He accordingly suspended this em 
of the account, which left a balance standing on the books 
of the Department against Glenn of $37,792 76. He ordered 
a court-martial to try Major Chunn for what was supposed 
to be fraud in certifying the abstracts, and ordered suit (0 
be brought against Glenn for the $37,792 76. 

“The court-martial sat at Terre Haute, near Fort Har- 
rison, and, after a careful investigation of all the facts and the 
examination of a number of witnesses, honorably acquitted 
Major Chuan. The suit against Gienn was tried in the 


United district court in Kentucky, and resulted in favor of 


Glenn upon the verdict of a jury and upon an investigation 
of all the facts. The jury say: * We of the jury find that the 
defendant, Hugh Glenn, is entitled to a credit of $44,764 02 
for rations issued to the Indians at Fort Harrison from the 
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lst day of June, 1817, to the 30th day of June, 1818, for 


’ 


| 
vhich a eredit has been claimed by bim and suspended by | 
t officers of the Government. We therefore find for the || 
‘efendant. We also certify that the defendant set up no i 
other claim, nor made any other question on the trial of this |) 
cause, except what relates to the above sum of $44,764 02, 
and that our verdict is founded upou the evidence relating 1} 
to that item only.’ : 4 | 

«General Harrison, as ehairman of the Committee on || 
Military Affairs in the Senate, made a report in 1826, in fa- || 
yor of this claim, in which the following language is found: |! 

«That, for supposed misconduct in relation to this affair, | | 
Major Chunn was arrested and tried by a court-martial. || 
The trial, however, terminated in an honorable acquittal of || 
the officer by the court, no testimony being produced to | 
show that he had authorized more provisions than were re- | 
quired by the sub Indian agent, or thathe had certified ab- |) 
stracts of issues to @ greater amount than had been issued | 
py the sub-contractors. A doubt in this particular seems to || 
have been the reason why the Secretary of War suspended || 
the item of $44,764, 02. ‘That doubt being removed by the 4, 
official certificate of Major Chunn, the decision of the court- 
martial, and the verdict of the jury, the committee see no | 
principle on which the payment can be further suspended. | 

«<'lhe committee would further remark, that they have | 
procured from the office of the Adjutant General the docu- | 
ments of the trial of Chunn ; that he was arrested for cer- | 
tying the abstracts aforesaid, and for neglect of duty in not } 
requiring the Indian agent at the post to make daily reports | 





THE CO 


| and nays. 


| Ward, Wilson, and Yulee—27. 


Mr. JONES. Let us have a recount. 
Mr. STUART. If gentlemen cannot rise when || 
there is a division, we had better have the yeas 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 27, nays 13, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, Ches- 
nut, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Fitch, Foot, Gwin, Houston, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Jones, Kennedy, Lane, 
Polk, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, Swart, 


| 
NAYS — Messrs. Broderick, Davis, Doolittle, Durkee, 
Foster, Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, King, 
Mason, ‘Toombs, ‘l'rumbull, and Wade—13. {| 


So the bill was passed. \| 
WILLIAM M. HARRISON. I] 
Mr. IVERSON. I am instructed by the Com- || 


1} 


891) for the relief of William M. Harrison, and || 
ask that it be now puton its passage. I will state || 
very briefly what the bill is. William M. Har- || 
rison is collector of the customs at Richmond, || 
Virginia. During the lust year, | suppose, every || 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ 


| vide for the sale of reservations of land 
| individual Indians in certain cases, and to regu- 
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| olution (S. No. 78) to enable certain railroad corfi- 


panies, in the Territory of Kansas, to procure 
the right of way; and the bill (S. No. 523) to pro- 
ranted to 


late the disposition of the proceeds thereof, asked 
to be discharged from their further consideration: 
which was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. YULEE, I think the attention of the 
Senate was not, at the moment, given to the fact 
that a definitive question was being taken on the 
resolution of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Stuart] at the time it passed. I believe the sense 
of the Senate is against the conference proposed 
by the Senator; and, for the purpose of deciding 


|, mittee on Claims to report back House bill (No. || it, [move a reconsideration of the vote which 


was had upon that resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in 
the chair.) Did the Senator vote with the ma- 
jority ? 

Mr. YULEE. 


I was acquiescent—silent; not 


to him of the number of Indians present, agreeably to the || gentleman probably remembers, that the custom- || really knowing on what the question was being 


order of the War Department requiring specially that duty 

ef commandauts of posts to which Indians usually resort ; | 
that they have examined it carefully for testimony which | 
wouldinculpate the contractors, but have found nom that | 
if here were any fraud in the issues complained of, (which | 
the proceedings of the trial will not justly them in charg- 
ing on any one,) it must have been practiced by the sub- 
Indian agent, Who, it appears, had been authorized by Gov- 
ernor Posey, Indian agent in 1817, to make requisitions on || 
the officer commanding for a liberal supply of provisions in | 
tavor of Indians visiting that station.- Good reason, too, | 
for a liberal treatment of the Indians in that quarter existed | 
in the prospective treaty which was afterwards held at St. 


Mary’s.? 
* When the transcript of the judgment rendered in favor | 


house at that place was robbed of $20,000. The 
collector had frequently written, as the papers || 
show, to the Secretary of the Treasury, notifying 
him that the place of depository was unsafe, and 


taken. 
Mr. STUART. Ido not care about making 
the point that the Senator did not vote with the 


| majority; for | should like to have the sense of 


asking that it might be repaired and put in better || the Senate distinctly taken on the subject. I 
condition. ‘The Secretary declined to do it. The || think the Senator is mistaken in saying that the 


robbery took place sometime during the last year. | 


attention of the Senate was not drawn to the 


The Secretary of the Treasury employed three | question, though his own probably was not. 


detectives of this place, and they arrested the rob- || 


in session at the time, and they were tried, con- 


Mr. YULEE. I know the group around me 


bers and took them to the city of Richmond, || were not attending to it. 
| where it so happened that the district court was 


Mr. STUART. I think it should be acted on, 
and acted on at once; because, if the Senate are 


of Gienn was presented at the Departinent, the accounting |) yicted, and sent to the penitenuary; and $17,000 || going todo anything about the matter, they should 


ollicers credited him by $37,792 76, (part of the judgment,) | 
which balanced his account, but refused to pay the remain- | 
ing $6,971 26. That sum has not yet been paid, and the | 
committee, concurring with the Senate Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, can ‘ see no principle on which the payment || 
can be further suspended.’ 

“It was proper in the Secretary of War to suspend the || 
payment of the amount charged, and to allow only for the || 
amount of rations ¢ actually and bona fide issued to the In- 


was recovered from them, which leaves a balance | 
of about three thousand dollars, which this bill | 


| is intended to relieve the collector from paying to | 


the United States. There is one other item in the | 
bill. The collector, not knowing that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, Mr. Cobb, had taken any 


inform the House of Representatives immedi- 


ately. 

Mr YULEE. That was my object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Florida states that he was present and ac- 


' || quiescent. 
| steps for the recovery of this amount, or the de- | 


Mr. YULEE. When I say acquiescent, I do 


dians.’ His deciding to do so shows that he understood very || tection of the thieves, advertised himself areward || not mean that I concurred in the passage of the 


well that the conmandant of the post and the Indian agent 
had the right to direct the amount of provisions to be tur- 
nished, and that the contractor had no discretion in regard 
toit. He doubted only whether the certified abstracts were | 
true, or, in other words, whether these officers had not been || 
guilty of fraud in certifying abstracts with the knowledge || 
ofthe contractor. That question has been tried, and nothing 
has appeared in evidence to fix guilt upon anybody. | 

“ By the order of the Secretary of War, the commandant |, 
was not required to know-personally how many Indians 
resorted to the fort. He was only r@quired to certify the |) 
abstracts of rations, based upon the ‘ daily reports? made to | 
him as to the * number of Indians present, and for whom 
rations are [were] to be issued.’ The rations were based 
upon these ‘ reports.’ However fraudulent might have been 
the conduct of the § agent,’ the commandant ought not to 


| 


' 
| 
| 
| 





have been affected by it, unless he had notice of it. Heand || 


the agent might both have acted fraudulently, and that | 


should not affect the right of the contractor. to his compen- || 
sation, unless he had notice of their fraud, and was parti- || 


ceps criminis. Ile was bound by his contract to furnish all 
‘that shall [should] be required of him,’ upon the requisi- | 
tion of the commandant.’ He had no discretion about it. 
if he had failed or refused to turnish what he was ordered 
to furnish, unless he knew of some fraud, he would have 
been liable on his contract. The only case in which he 
would have been excused for not complying with such re- | 
quisition, would have been where he knew that the agent 
and commandant, or either of them, had acted fraudulently. 
The committee cannot find in this case any pretense that | 
he was guilty of any such conduct, or was even suspected 
ofit. There is not a single intimation against his honesty, 


or that of any of his agents. He could not know bow many || 
Indians resorted * daily ? to Fort Harrison, tor be was not a || 


Government officer, and did not reside at the fort. He 
obeyed the requisitions made upon him by the agents of the | 
Government, which: he was bound to do, under his con- | 
tract, and should be paid. 

‘* After the tial in Kentucky, Glenn assigned all his in- 
terest in the balance due him, after settling his account at | 
the Department, to Demas Deming, who has since as- | 
signed the same to the memorialist as the surviving partner | 


of the firm of Lambert & Dickson. The committee, there- || 
fore, report a bilk in his favor for $6,971 26, the balance || 


due.” 

After another full and careful examination of the facts, 
your committee now readily indorse the foregoing report, 
and recommend the payment of the balance of the judg 


ment, as found due by the United States district court for | 


the district of Kentucky, to the parties who may show 
themselves legally entitled thereto; and for that purpose 
your committee report the accompanying bill, and recom- 
mend its passage. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to a third reading. Upon its passage, a 


division was called for; and there were—ayes 21, || ively, asking for a pension, asked to be dis- ‘| 


noes 12; no quorum voting. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators are pres- 
ent who are not voting. 


Mr. STUART. I call for the yeas and nays. 


that proportion, according to the amount recov- | 
ered; and these dectective officers compelled him || 
to pay over $1,300, having the same proportion | 
to the $1,500 offered as the $17,000 recovered bore | 
to the $20,000 stolen. This bill indemuifies him || 
for that. The Secretary of the Treasury thinks 

that he acted in good faith, and was not cognizant 

at the time he offered the reward of the fact that | 


| at once. 


the Secretary himself had taken steps to have the 
| parties arrested. 


voice. 
Mr. YULEE. Will this lead to any debate? 
Mr. IVERSON. No; I shall not discass it. 
The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole, ordered to a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 


i} DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. lVERSON, it was 


| Ordered, That the Cominittee on Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of all subjects referred to 
that committee and not reported on. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 


} 


I hope the bill will be passed | 


I will state that it passed the House of || is the resolution asking for a committee of con- 
Representatives last night without a dissenting || ference on the Post Office appropriation bill. 


| of $1,500 for the recovery of the money, or, in || resolution, but that I was silent, not really know- 


ing what the question was; and was, therefore, to 
be understood as acquiescent. 
Mr. STUART. ! make no objection to that. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
entertain the motion, unless objection be made. 
The motion is to reconsider the vote by which the 


| Senate passed the resolution of the Senator from 


Michigan, which will be read. 
Mr. STUART. It need not be read; we all 
understand what it is. We all understand that it 


Mr. YULEE. For my part, ! am not disposed 
to propose a conference to the House, I think 
it is sufficient that we have sent them a bill on 
which they can act. 

Mr. BENJAMIN called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to reconsider; and they were or- 
| dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 
| 19; as follows: 
| WYEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Broderick, Brown, 


|| Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hun- 


| ter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Joues, Kennedy , Mason, 
Reid, Toombs, and Yulee—19. 

NAYS— Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Crittenden, Doolittle, 
| Durkee, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Harlan, Johnsen of Tennes- 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the || see, King, Lane, Polk, Rice, Seward, Stuart, Trumbull, 


Militia be discharged from the further consideration of all || Wade, and Wilson—19. 


subjects referred to that committee and not reported on. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of all subjects, re- 
ferred to that committee and not reported on. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the 
|| Judiciary, to whom was referred the memorial of 
| R. H. Gillet, praying for additional compensa- 
| tion for the argument of certain cases in the Su- 
|| preme Court of the United States, asked to be 
|| discharged from its further consideration; which 
| was agreed to. 

1 Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
|| to whom was referred the petition of Jeremiah 
|| Thornton and of Mary Chase Barney, respect- 


| So the motion to reconsider did not prevail, 
| Mr. WILSON. Mr. President 
| Mr. YULEE. I should suppose a conference 
| on the part of the Senate, having so strong an 
| opposition to it, would be likely to result in no 
good. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
| from Massachusetts is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. JONES. I ask the Senator to allow me 
| to make a simple statement, at the request of my 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. Puen.] He desired me 
| to say that he was called home at midnight by the 
serious indisposition of his little child; and that 
is the reason why he has not since been here to 
vote. 








EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE. 
Mr. WILSON. I submit a resolution, and give 


| charged from their further consideration; which || notice that I shall call it up early in the next ses- 


was agreed to. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
i dian Affairs, to whom was referred the joint res- 


| 


| 


sion: 
Resolved, That a committee of —— be appointed to in- 
quire into the extent of the patronage of the President of the 
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United States, resulting from his power of removaland ap- || ilar, in all its particulars, to the one which has mails in steamships from Charleston, Sou 


pointment to office, and to that end to inquire and report 


the number of offices, or places of trust and profit, under | 


the control of the President, (exclusive of those of the Army 
and Navy.) and including sueh as are under the control of 
heads of Departments, subordinate, or inferior offices, with 
the amount paid Lo those who are appointed to such offices | 
by the President or otherwise : And, further, To inquire | 
whether, if any,and in what cases, such power and patron- 
age have been exerted, or attempted to be exerted, or exer 
cised, to influence the legislation of Congress, or to direct, | 








already been passed. 
Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to the 
bill, or to taking it up ata proper time; but there 


| is a public bill of more importance upon which I 


control, or influence the votes or conduct of officeholders || 


or others. in the elections of States and Territories: 4nd, 


further, To inquire whether any, and what sums of mmey || 


have been paid, or required to be paid, by persons holding 


' 

| 

Offices of trust or protil, as their contributions in support of || 
| 

| 


elections: And, further, To inquire into the extent of the 
power and patronage of the President of the United States, | 
resulting from the expenditure of the public money by, or 
through, the heads of Departments, subordinate and inferior 
offices and others, excluding those Whose salaries, or wages, 
are fixed by law, and including wages, fees, and compen 
sation of all kinds, not fixed by law, paid to oflicers of Gov 
ernment for services, or 2ratuilies, Oras participators incon 
tracts and jobs resulting from, or pertaining to, their official 
lation, or otherwise ; and also, the allowances made to con 
tractors of all kinds for supplies or services, without and 
above their contracts or engagements, lo agents employed 
in purchasing or selling lands or sites, for, or belonging to 
the Government, to ageuts or persons who have been em 
ployed to purchase vessels for tie United States, to furnish 
engines, ordnance, or military stores, and transportation for 
the Army or Navy of the United States, and to report by 
bill or otherwise. i 


INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Auzen, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the first, second, third, and 
fourth amendments of the Senate, to the bill (H. 
R. No. 888) making appropriations for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the Yancton and Tona- 
wanda Indians, for the year ending June 30, 1860, 
and had disagreed to the fifth amendment of the 
Senate. 

COAST SURVEY REPORT. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the reconsideration 
of the order of the Senate directing the printing | 
of five thousand extra copies of the Coast Sur- 
vey report. I made a motion some days ago to 
reconsider the vote of the Senate upon that ques- 
tion, and I now move to take it up. 

The motion to take up the motion to reconsider 
was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall not at this hour 
discuss the question. I thought it was unneces- 
sary to publish so large an addition as five thou- 
sand extra copies of the Coast Survey report, it || 
not being a book of general use. I will ask that 
the question be put without discussing it. 

Mr. IVERSON. | do not know that five thou- | 
sand copies are two mach or too little, but I un- | 
derstand from very good authority, that the Su- | 
verintendent of the Coast Survey is anxious to 
on five thousand copies printed, for the use of 
the Coast Survey Office itself. They have been in 
the habit of distributing these books. They are 
not intended, | understand, for the use of Sena- 
tors, but the five thousand extra copies are in- 
tended for the use of the Coast Survey Office. I 
think we had better not reconsider the matter, but 
let the resolution stand, and let the Coast Survey 
have their books. 

Mr. FITCH. I hope this question will be taken | 
even without a division. | will merely remark | 
that this is perhaps less than half the number | 
which has been usually printed hitherto. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate, 
by a former vote, ordered five thousand extra || 
copies of the report of the Coast Survey to be 
printed. The Senator from I/linois has moved to 
reconsider that vote. The question is on the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will state that, by the 
report of the Superintendent of Public Printing, 
the expense of the publication: will be about 
twenty thousand dollars. 

The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 


ENOCH B. TALCOTT. 


Mr. KING. I move to take up House bill No. || 
77. tis a bill to refund to the collector of the |! 
port of Oswego about four hundred dollars, || 
which was stolen from him, and is similar to the 

bill which was passed a short time ago for the || 
callector at Richmond. It isa bill for the relief |; 
of Enoch B. Talcott, late collector of the customs 
at Oswego, New York. 


| Whole. 


desire to secure the action of the Senate. 
Mr. KING and Mr. IVERSON. 
only take a moment. 
Mr. BAYARD. I have been endeavoring to 


get the floor all the evening, and have not been | 


able to-do it, so as to take up the bill to which I 
allude—one which is important and will amount 
to something when passed. 

The mouon of Mr. Kine was agreed to; and 
the bill (HI. R. No. 77) for the relief of Enoch B. 
Talcott, late collector of customs at Oswego, New 
York, was considered as in Committee of the 


B. Taleott of $452 97, lost by 
bery of the Oswego custom-house, on the 9th of 


| December, 1857, whilst he was collector of cus- 


toms for that district. 


Mr. IVERSON. Thecustom-house was broken | 


open and robbed, and the testimony shows that 


This will | 


It provides for the ed ag to Enoch | 
1im by the rob- | 





there could have been no possible col‘usion be- | 


tween the collectorand the robber. 
involved is only $450. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


te make allowances to public officers who have 


Theamount 


i think it is always hazardous | 


| 


} 


that amendment. 
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th Ca 
Savannah, Georgia, and Key West, Florida, to wean: by 
Cuba, and back, twice a month, or oftener, from July 1 1859. 
to June 30, 1860, inclusive, at a sum not to exceed 35) 000 


per annum.” 
Mr. HUNTER. I move that we recede 


from 
The motion was agreed to. 


ANGELINA C. BOWMAN. 


Mr. FOSTER. The Committee on Pensions 
to whom was referred the House bill (No. 847) for 
the relief of Angelina C. Bowman, widow of 
Francis L. Bowman, late captain United States 
Army, have instructed me to report it back With 
an amendment, and to ask for its consideration 


/now. The two Senators from Pennsylvania press 


it upon me as being a case of very great hard 
and ask for its present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was considereq 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte. 


ship, 


| rior to have the name of Mrs. Angelina C. Bow. 


the custody of public money, on the ground that | 


money has been stolen from them. 
should be extraordinary,and should be very well 
maintained. Although it may be shown that the 
public officer is honest, and that there is no prob- 
ability of his having stolen the money himself, it 
is necessary that he should show still more that 
he has used due care, and that it was impossible 
for him to prevent the loss of the money. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state an additional fact, 
which will satisfy even the Senator from Missis- 
sippi. This custom-house is one furnished by 
the Government, and there was an iron safe, up 
stairs of the custom-house, in which the money 
was kept. During the mght, robbers opened the 
back door of the custom-house by, in some man- 
ner, liftng the tron bar which was across it, and 
went up stairs and with powder blew the safe to 


The cases 


pieces and took the money, this $450. Of course, | 


there could have been no collusion. 
Mr. DAVIS. It is not necessary to prove col- 


lusion. 


Mr. IVERSON. There was every possible 
care taken. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PROTECTION OF PUBLIC TIMBER. 
On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill (H. R. 


No. 886) to protect timber growing upon lands of 
the United States reserved for military and other 
purposes, was considered as in Committee of the 


| Whole. 


It provides that if any person or persons shall 
unlawfully cut, or aid, assist, or be employed in 
unlawfully cutting, or shall wantonly destroy, or 
procure to be wantonly destroyed, any timber 
standing, growing, or being, upon any lands of 
the United States, which, in pursuance of any 
law passed, or hereafter to be passed, have been, 
or shall be, reserved or purchased by the United 
States for military or other purposes, such per- 
son or persons so offending, on conviction there- 
of before a court having competent jurisdiction, 


shall, for every such offense, pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding $500, and be imprisoned not exceeding | 


twelve months. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now move to take up bill 
(H. R. No. 888) making appropriations for ful- 
filling treaty stipulations with the Yancton and 


| Tonawanda Indians for the year ending June 30, 


1860, which we have amended. The House of 


| Representatives have sent the bill back, agreeing 


to the first four amendments of the Senate, but 
disagreeing to the fifth amendment. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask for the reading of 


the fifth amendment, that we may see what it is. | 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 
© nd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 


Mr. IVERSON. That case was reported by i] ~ and he is hereby, authorized and required to advertise 


the Committee on. Claims, and it is nearly sim- | 


s and contract with the lowest ible bid- 
der or bidders for the transportation of the United States 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


man, widow of the late Captain Francis L. Bow. 
man, placed upon the pension roll, at the usual 
half pay allowed to widows of officers of the same 
rank as Captain Bowman held at the time of his 
death; the pension to commence from the 5th of 


September, 1856, and to continue during the 


widowhood and natural life of Angelina C. Bow- 
man. 

The amendment of the committee was to strike 
out the words * the 5th day of September, 1856,” 


and insert ** the 15th day of January, 1859.” 


Mr. FOSTER. The reason of the amendment 
is, that the proof necessary to satisfy the com- 


mittee was not furnished until the day named in 


| band. 


the amendment. The House bill proposes to pay 
the widow from the time of the death of her hus- 
We could not recognize that as the cor- 
rect principle, but provided that the pension 
should commence from the date of the proof. 


‘That is the amendment which we propose. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 


time; and it was read the third time, and passed. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN INDIANA. 


Mr. FITCH. I move to take up House bill 
(No. 489) for the relief of congressional township 
No. 27 north, of range No. 6 east, in Wabash 
county, in the Segte of Indiana; and for the ex- 
planation of it, if any is required, I refer the Sen- 
ate to the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. STUART. It is all right. 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to allow the auditor of Wabash 
county to make entry, in his own official name, 


of five hundred and thirty-seven and ninety-one 


hundredths acres, in legal subdivisions, of any 
lands of the United States on any part of the pub- 


lic domain subject to private entry, at the mini- 


mum price of $1 25 per acre; the entry, when 
made, to be for the benefit of the inhabitants of 


congressional township No. 27 north, of range 


| 


| 
j 
j 
j 


No. 6 east, in the county of Wabash, State of 
Indiana, and to stand in lieu of a deficit of that 
quantity in the amount of school lands belonging 
to the township, and to be held and controlled in 


| the same manner. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PETITION. 


Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of officers of 
the Army, praying that bands of music may be 
maintained at military posts; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Aten, its Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had agreed to the amendments of the Sen- 


ate to the bill (H. R. No. 550) making appropri- 


ations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., 
and providing for the erection and establishment 
of the same, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the joint resolution (S. No. 88) in re- 
lation to the second section of the act of Congress 
entitled ‘*An act to provide for the location of cer- 
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tain confirmed private land claims in the State of 
Missouri, and for other purposes.”’ 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
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that for others to judge. As for the labors of the 
| elerk, 1 know them to be very great. Itisasub- | 
| ject on which members do not generally inform 
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| As to the importance of the committee, I leave | 
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loyed during the tecess. The.Committee on 


| Printing, and ons or two other committees, have 
| permanent clerks. I am inelined to think that 


| there is as much necessity for a clerk to this com- 


The message further announced that the || themselves, and the consequence is that members || mittee, as to any committee of which I have been 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills |, of the Senate, not merely of the committee, but | a member. There is business before it which 
and joint resolution; and they were signed by the || others, go to a committee to hunt up information |, requires an examination inte circumstances that 


Vice President: 


| in relation to the character of legislation, in which | 


occurred long ago. Ingome eases, it is necessary 


A bill (H. R. No. 364) for the relief of Mary || they take so little interest that they are rarely in- || to go back to the foundation of the Government. 


B. Dusenbury; 


-:| formed. The labor the clerk performs is notcon- || This requires a great deal of labor and investiga- 


A bill (AH. R. No. 780) for the relief of James || fined to the committee; still less is it confined to | tion. The gentleman whom we have as a clerk 


Collier; and f 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 34) amendatory 
of an entitled ** An act to regulate the compensa- 
tion of members of Congress,”’ apn August 
16, 1856, so far as relates to such members as 
shall die during their terms of service. 


MILITARY COMMITTEE CLERK. 


Mr. DAVIS. I move to take up the resolution | 


resented by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
vERSON,] relative to the compensation of the 
clerk to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. The resolution is on the table. 
The motion was agreed to;and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the annual compensation of the clerk to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia shall here- 


after be the same as that of the clerk to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. DAVIS. I will state that the clerk of this 
committee 

Several Senators. Letit pass. There is no 
opposition. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam opposed to the resolu- 
tion. The clerk to the Committee on Finance has 
avery extraordinary and improper compensation, 
He is one of the permanent clerks of the body; 
and the object of this resolution is to make the 
clerk to the Military Committee permanent, too, 
at the same salary. It comes in the form of giv- 
ing him the same as the clerk of another com- 
mittee. I believe we have but two committees in 
the Senate the clerks of which are permanent. 

Mr. IVERSON. Three. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I know of no reason why the 





clerk of the Military Committee should be —* 
a 


manent more than any other clerk here; in fact, 
there is less reason for it. In my judgment, there 
is no necessity for a clerk to a single committee 
of thisbody. I saw the work as well done in the 
other House when there were no committee clerks. 
For a number of years, | served on some of the 
largest committtees there, and we got along very 
well without a clerk; and most of the committees 


there now have none. The idea of our employ- | 


ing a man three months in the year, and paying 
him $1,800, or $2,000, it seems to me, cannot find 
a single justification except in the mere personal 
preference of gentlemen who want to give places 
to particular persons. Was this resolution intro- 
duced to-day? If so, I shall object to it. 

Mr. DAVIS. The resolution was introduced, 
I believe, at the last session of Congress. The 
Senator is quite out of date. If he had stopped 
with the statement of his negative information, I 
should have admitted that he might be correct; 
but, when he passed to tositive information, I 
must tell him that he is quite wrong. There is 
necessity for this clerk; there is a great deal of 
labor for him to perform; and, instead of charging 
Congress with additional expense, where investi- 
€ations have been referred to the committee, the 
clerk has been required to take all the testimony 
and keep the record. We passed a very large 
appropriation, during the session, to pay for 
eXpenses incurred in conducting investigations 
which committees elsewhere have been ordered 
tomake. The Military Committee has been or- 
dered to make two rather extended investigations; 
and by the labors of the clerk, and of the mem- 
bers of the committee, the investigations have 
been conducted without any remuneration being 


my service rendered to the chairman. 
1 


r. TOOMBS. I would ask the Senator what 
the clerk is going to do from now until the Ist of 
December, but draw his salary? 

Mr. DAVIS. I suppose he might have some- 
thing else to do in the preparation of matter for | 
| the next. Congress, and in those arrangements 
| which belong to all the matters left for inquiry, | 
| and taking care of the papers of the committee. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Iam not acquainted with the 
| Military Committee, but I have been uponfour or | 
| five different committees during my service in the 
Senate; and for a number of years, 1 served onthe 
Committee of Ways and Means of the House of 
| Representatives, from which all the appropria- 
}| tion bills come, and we had no clerk at all. The 








| committee. Ido not believe in the idea of clerks | 
|, doing the business of members, and hunting up 
\|information. I suppose all the knowledge and 
} all the industry necessary to discharge committee 
'| duties are, or ought to be, furnished by the rep- 
|| resentatives of the States and the people. 1know 
| that I have been in Congress fourteen years, and 
| 

' 





I have never found any necessity for a clerk to do 
the work with which I have been charged asa 
member of a committee. I never had the labor 
of one of them for two hours. 

We settled this question two or three years 
ago, on great deliberation. There was an offer 
|| to make several of these clerks permanent; but it 
{| did not sueceed. We made the clerks to the 
| Committee on Claims permanent, on the idea that 
1} 
| 


| the labor was continuing; but I think it was a 
| wrong idea. We gave a permanent clerk to the 
Committee on Finance 
Mr. IVERSON. Allow me to interrupt my 
colleague. The clerk to the Committee on Claims 
| is as well occupied during the recess as any clerk 
in any Department in this city. He has to bring 
up an analytical and alphabetical list of all the 
private reports that have been made by every 





} 
| 
| 
|| 
|| fore the Senate; a very important matter. 
|| Mr. TOOMBS. | am quite aware of his duties. 
These dockets are made out from time to time, 
1 and I have read them over, and I suppose they 
can be done by any man of tolerable ability. 
Down in Georgia a clerk of a court would bring 
up such a docket in a very short time for only 
0 a year 
Mr. |VERSON. He hasto search the records 
of every committee-room ia both Houses. It is 
|| a work of great labor. , 
Mr. TOOMBS. We not only keep gentlemen 
| at the head of Departments, but we have a great 
many bureaus to give us information. We get 
our information, or much the largest, from the 
Government, that we maintain at a very great ex- 
| pense. As to the benefit which can be got from 
|| a committee clerk, I do not think it is worth my 
i spectacles. I hope it will not be done. 
‘| Mr. FITZPATRICK. I trust my friend from 
|| Georgia will not interpose any serious objection 
|} to this resolution. J am a member of the Com- 
|| mittee on Military Affairs, and 1 know it is an 
| important committee, and has a great deal of 


| business. The gentleman might suppose that the 








| clerk would not have a great deal to do from now | 


| to the commencement of the next Congress; but 
| it is. very important position, and it is necossary 
\| for the committee to derive a great deal of inform- 
|, ation from the Departments. The Senator from 


committee in both Houses, so as to place it be- | 


_now, 1 know to be a very competent one, and, 
perhaps, more intimately acquainted than any 
one else with everything pertaining to the War 


‘| Department. I think him essential to the com- 


| mittee. I trust the Senate will agree to put him 
on the same footing as the permanent clerks ot 


|| other committees, especially as it is desired by 


| the Military Committee and its chairman. 


‘|| Mr. SHIELDS. I do not want to prolong the 


| debate; but, having been chairman of the Com- 


| mittee on Military Affairs, must say that 1 know 
|| there is a great deal of labor to be performed by 


| the clerk of that committee in the recess. | know 
that the gentleman who is now clerk of that com- 
| mittee found the military laws in confusion, and 


|| during the recess he arranged them and compiled 
| whole business was done by the members of the 


| them, and has aided very much in facilitating the 
| business of the committee, and has afforded in- 
| formation to Senators generally that they hardly 
| seem themselves to be sensibie of. I know that 
| while | was chairman of the committee, although 
| it is true thathe was not employed during the re- 
| cess ata salary,a great portion of that labor which 
| enabled him to collect the military laws was per- 
formed in the vacation. He found them scattered 
| about, a section here and a section there—— 

| Mr. TOOMBS. Are they not all printed in a 


| book? 
| Mr. SHIELDS. This very gentleman has col- 


‘| lected them, and arranged them. I think he is 


| entitled to compensation for his extraordinary la- 
| bor. He has had a great deal of labor to perform 
| this session, and he has collected a great deal of 
| information for the committee. 

Mr. IVERSON. Il have served upon the Com- 
| mitte on Military Affairs, and know something 
|| of the duties of the clerk. | am-free to admitthat 
\| 1 do not think the labors of that clerk during the 
|| recess can be anything like as great as those of 

the clerk of the Committee on Claims, or the 
|| Committee on Finance, or the Committee on 
|| Printing. The clerk to the Committee on Print- 
| ing has to be presentin the committee-roomevery 
|| Printing. The clerk of the Military Committee 
'| is obliged to perform some duty during the recess ; 
| but not to a very great extent. His labors are 
| very onerous during the session of Congress. 
| That I can testify to; but 1 think $1,200 a year 
would probably be sufficient compensation for his 
labors. I move to amend this resolution—and this 
will, perhaps, satisfy all parties—so as to make 
|| him a permanent clerk, at a salary of $1,200 a 

year. 


| 
‘| Mr. TOOMBS. _Is this.a joint resolution? 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I object to it. 
1 Mr. IVERSON. The money isto be paul out 
| of the centengent fund. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I object to our paying salaries 
| in this way. I think there is an express law 
|| against it. 
| Mr. DAVIS. He is an officer of the Senate. 
| It does not require a joint resolution, 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is said the 
Committee on Military Affairs concur in the pro- 
| priety of this resolution. I ama member of that 
‘| committee, and I will say that I do not believe 
there is a more capable man to be found any where 
| than the one who at present attends to that com- 
mittee; and [ am very certain thatthe many amia- 
| ble qualities that gentlemen possesses would se- 
cure for him the confidence and kind wishes of 





| day, to receive reports from the Superintendentot 


asked There is a great deal of work to be per- || Georgia must be aware that there is a great deal || every member of the committee, and I entertain 
formed during the recess, as well as during the | of business before that committee requiring inves- || no other feelings towards him. J believe, how- 


: 104 ‘ tigation, and the clerk can be very profitably em- | ever, that he will really have but very little to do 
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during the recess, and he will have to find out the | 
means of making work for himself during the va- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. 


Mr. SEWARD. If the honorable Seneator 
from Louisiana is going to debate this question 





cation, if this resolution be passed. I think, if || any longer, it is certainly better to let it pass by. 


_ allow a permanent clerk to every committee, 
ie can succeed in finding something to do during 
the recess; whether he can find enough to justify 


us in paying him $1,200 ee, I do not know; | 
t 


but I doubtit very much. is said he must kee 


the records. 


lieve, has hitherto always been done by the Secre- 
“a of the Senate. 


r. BENJAMIN. I will ask my friend from 


Arkansas if he will permit me to move an exec- | 


cutive session for a few minutes? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Directly. | 
will only say that I will not vote for the resolu- 
tion. ! will say nothing more. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 


from Georgia moves to amend the resolution by 
striking out ** the same as that of the clerk of the 
Commnttee on Finance,’ and inserting ** $1,200.”’ 


Mr. DAVIS. The resolution was offered by || 
the Senator from Georgia. I did not think it ne- || 
cessary for me to say that I accepted the amend- 


ment, but, if it be necessary, I accept it. 


Mr. BRODERICK. [hope that, if clerks are 


to be kept by the Committee on Finance and the || 
Committee on Claims, this gentleman will receive | 


the same salary. | will vote with any of the Sen- 
ators who are opposed to this resolution, to dis- 
pense with the other committee clerks; bat, I 
think if they are kept, this one ought to be. I 
have never asked him to perform any service for 
me; but I think he is as useful a clerk as any clerk 
in the employment of the Government. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

Mr. IVERSON. Let us take this question. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
taken to-night. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Masoy.) 
The Chair does not understand that the motion 
for an executive session can be entertained unless 
this business is postponed, or otherwise disposed 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


to move to go into executive session at any time. || 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
has a right to require that the doors be closed for | 


oy, rapes that he indicates. 


r. FITZPATRICK, and others. Let us vote || 


on this question. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to go into executive 


session, because I cannot permit this resolution || 
} 


to be passed 

Mr. DAVIS. You can vote against it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
against it, and to oppose it in every wa 
power. 
after session, ever since | have been in the Senate. 
The whole subject was taken up deliberately two 
years ago, and a special committee appoirted for 
determining the rights of these clerks. That com- 
mittee reported on the subject, and the whole 
question was settled deSnitely by our rules; but 


now it seems it is to be opened for each clerk, | 


one by one. Do gentlemen suppose that this clerk 
will be allowed to be employed permanently with- 
out the chairmen of other committees moving to 
make the same provision for their clerks? 

There are twenty-two committees in the Sen- 
ate. If each committee clerk is to be made a per- 
manent clerk, we shall be making twenty-two 
new officers, and it will take some thirty or forty 
thousand dollars per annum to pay these salaries. 
Is this the time for such work as that? Is it in 
the present state of the Treasury that we ought 


to be doing these things? This whole matter was | 


thoroughly settled some two years ago, and a 


standing rule of the Senate made, and I call on | 


the Secretary to read the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
is on the amendmentof the Senator from rgia. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have the floor, and I have 
called for the reading of the rule on the subject 
of committee clerks. There is a standing rule on 
that subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator indicate the rule to which he refers ? 


So far as merely keeping them safe || 
until the next session is concerned, that, I be- || 


This question will not be 


I have the right, I think, || ;, Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider || 


the bill (H. R. C. C., No. 84) for the relief of || 
It directs the Secretary of the | 


I am compelled to vote | 
in my | 
This attempt has been repeated session | 


uestion | 


|| He intimates that that is his object. 


The Senate will meet to-morrow in special ses- 
| sion, which will continue for several days. Any 
|| question connected with the compensation of 
clerks can be better discussed then than now, 
when we are pressed with business, and all of us 
_are exhausted. This matter ought to be deliber- 
ately acted on when the body is full, and not ata 
period of time like this. 
resolution of the kind at 


resent. 


say to the Senator from Louisiana, that he is in- 

| formed that there was a resolution passed in the 

Senate, but that there is no rule on the subject. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 

| shape of a resolution. 


discussed. 
go into executive session; and for that purpose I 
move to lay the resolution on the table, and we 
can take it up at any time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


opened at twenty minutes before three o’clock, 
| a.m. 


FERDINAND COXE. 


Mr. IVERSON. Iask the Senate to take up and 
eq the bill for the relief of Ferdinand Coxe. It 
1as been before the Court of Claims and examined 
there, and ithas also passed the House. It only 
| allows him about six hundred dollars. 
Mr. BROWN. Before we take up the bill, I 
| want to know whether it is likely that the Presi- 
| dent will sign it. 
| to-night that it would not be done. 
| Mr. IVERSON, 
| said that; but I will risk it. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


Ferdinand Coxe. 
| Treasury to pay to him the sum of $662 69, in full 
as chargé d’affaires to the Court of Brazil, from the 
12th of May, 1853, to the 16th of August, 1853, 
being the difference between his salary as secre- 
tary of legation and that of a full chargé d’affaires. 

Tie bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to know some- 
thing about that bill. 

Mr. IVERSON. It is a House bill from the 
| Court of Claims, and only appropriates about six 
| hundred dollars. 

Mr. HUNTER. Did the Court of Claims de- 
cide in favor of it? 

Mr. IVERSON. Yes, sir. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


GOTLIEB SCHEERER. 
Mr. BIGLER. I move that the Senate pro- 





648) for the relief of Gotleib Scheerer. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 
judgment, on a forfeiture of bai] as bondsman for 

‘| the appearance of Joseph Hill, in the district 
| court of the United States for the eastern district 
| of Pennsylvania, and directs the district attorney 

| to enter satisfaction for the judgment. 

| ‘The Committee on the Judiciary reported the 
' bill with an amendment, to add the following: 


Upon the payment of the costs of the United States in 
the proceedings against the said Joseph Hill, and the costs 
of suit against the said Gotleib Scheerer. 


Mr. BAYARD. I have no doubt that the bili 


| 


} 
| 
| 
j 


| 





|| ment is proper. Of course, the United States 
\| should have no costs to pay. It simply relieves 
the party from an obligation connected with recog- 

| nizarice entered into for the appearance of a pris- 
‘| oner who forfeited his bail. 





Mr. BAYARD. Idesire to make a suggestion. | 


I shall vote against any || 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will || 


It may have been in the | 

I remember it was re- || 
| ported by the special committee of which I was || 
| chairman, and the whole matter was thoroughly | 
But I desire to renew my motion to || 


On motion of Mr. BENJ AMIN, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. | 
| After some time spent therein, the doors were re- | 


I think it was indicated here | 


I understood the President | 


| ceed to the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. | 
| It releases him from the payment of a _ 


ought to pass with the amendment. The amend- | 


The party was. 





March 3, 


a 
tendance of the party that he might be tried, The 
were made in vain. This person telegraphed a 1 
over the Union to find him. The sum is about 
four thousand dollars, and it would be ruinous 
him, if he were compelled to pay it. It takes 
nothing out of the Treasury. It is the execution 
of a penalty in a case in which the party from 
the evidence, I think, acted in good faith, and om 
deceived by the person for whom he became bail, 
| The amendment provides that he shall pay the 
| costs before he is released. P 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 
| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended 
| and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
| time. It was read the third time, and passed. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEERs, 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on py. 
vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the me. 
morial of Thomas Henderson, praying that jo 
may be permitted to purchase a certain tract of 
Government land, on which he has located, ang 
which he has improved, submitted an adverse 
| report; which was agreed to. 

i He also, from the same committee, to whom 
|, was referred the memorial of George C. Johnson, 
praying the passage of a bill for the adjudication 
of the validity of a Mexican grant by the United 
States district court for the northern district of 
California, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for the relief of George C. Johnson. The bij] 
| was read, and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the bill (S. No. 578) to_release the 
payment for the town site of the city of San Fran- 
cisco, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be pginted. 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the bill (S. No. 579) to authorize 
| the investigation of asserted titles to the Hot 
| Springs of Ouachita, in the State of Arkansas, re- 
| ported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of certain Wyandot 
reservees, reported a bill to confirm a certain res- 
ervation therein named. The bill was read, and 
| passed to a second reading. 


GEORGE B. BACON. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN obtained the floor. 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 ask the Senator from Ken- 
|| tucky to yield fora moment. Some time ago, the 
|, Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Foster} moved 
|| to take up the bill No. 454. I suggested, then, 
|| that it would be useless to take it up, as probably 
| the House could not pass it; and the Senate re- 
|, fused to take it up. He has urged me to move 
| to reconsider. I am perfectly willing that that 
vote shall be reconsidered. ' 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvaarr 
| in the chair.) It is unnecessary to move to re- 
‘| consider. The Senator can renew the motion. 
‘| Does the Senator move to take the bill up? 

|| Mr. IVERSON. I leave that to the Senator 
| from Connecticut. I donot know anything about 
|| the bill. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. 








| 


I thought the Senator 
‘| from Georgia merely wished to make a motion 
' to reconsider. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not ne- 
} cessary to reconsider the vote by which the Sen- 
| ate refused to take up the bill. The motion can 
_ be renewed. 

| Mr. FOSTER. I move to take it up. It will 
take but a moment. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. There has been some 
| misunderstanding on this subject. I was entitled 
to the floor, and the Senator from Georgia asked 
| me to yield to allow him to make a motion to re- 
‘consider. I was willing to do that, but not to 
| take up a bill. I thought-he wished merely 1 
| enter the mation. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
|| from Connecticut is entitled to the floor. 

| Mr. FOSTER. It will take but a momert to 
| consider this bill. If there is any debate upon \', 
 L will not insist upon its consideration. : 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 


. 
| 454) for the relief of George B. Bacon, late acting 


purser of the sloop-of-war Portsmouth, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee 


Mr. BENJAMIN. There isa standing rule of | charged with crime, and great exertions, and at of the Whole. 


the Senate determining the mode of employing 
clerks to committees and their compensation. 


|| considerable expense, it appears, were made, by | 


‘| the petitioner, forthe purpose of procuring the at- 


It directs the proper accounting officers of the 
| Treasury to allow to George B. Bacon, late acting 
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purser of the sloop-of-war Portsmonth, in the | bill, under almost any circumstances, is permit- 
settlement of his accounts, the amount properly 

ayable to a purser of a sloop-of-war, for his ser- 

yices as acting purser as a oresaid, during the || Davis, 


better than the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
] 1 imagine, that, whenever you pass a 
eriod he acted as purser, deducting therefrom | bill through both branches, and it fails simply for 
the amount paid to him, for the same period, as || want of Executive sanction, it will be suena 
commander’s clerk. ; | after in this body, and Senators will not resist it, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | whether right or not. The object of getting bills 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | brought up now, and passed at this time, is sim- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


in very well at the close of this Congress. It is 





ted to be passed. Noman in this body can know || a very short resolution, and will furnish us val- 


uable information by the sitting of the next Con- 


ress. 
: The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from New York withdraw his motion ? 

(| Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw it. 

| Mr. SEBASTIAN. Is there any question 
now before the Senate? 





reading, read the third time, and passed. ply to get that pull on the next Congress. It is The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending 
STEWART M’GOWAN. | not wit —T expectation that these bills will be || question is on the motion of the Senator from 

s | passed atall. ‘The consequence is, they are not ijhenties [Mr. Jounson] to take up the Private 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, there || considered with reference to their merits, and, || Calendar; and the Senator from Tennessee asks 
js an old soldier now lying upon his back in sick- |, though not considered with reference to their || the unanimous consent of the Senate to consider 
ness and poverty in old Kentucky, by the name || merits, hereafter, when we come to consider them, || a resolution, which will be read for information. 


of Stewart McGowan, for whom I presented a |) jt will be said that the Senate passed them unan- || Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. It is a very 
etition and a bill for a pension a short time ago. | || short one. 


} 101 y imously, or without the slightest resistance being | 
McGowan was in the campaign in which occurred || made to them, when, in fact, the justiceand mer- || Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am willin 
the battle of the river Raisin. He was at the bat- || its of the cases had nothing whatever to do with || to hear the resolution read, for information, an 
tle of the Thames. Not satisfied with that, he then I will see whether I will withdraw my mo- 


their passage. 
set off on his own hook, as he says, and went to Under these circumstances, | think we ought at || tion. 
the battle of New Orleans. He served throughout 


C ) S. 4 || once to go on with the Private Calendar and pass || The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 
the war with all his activity and courage. He | them all, or else arrest this course of making ex- || Resolved, That the President of the United States be, 
broke himself enews in ms exposures = | ceptions. Those gentleman who are most indus- || and a hereby, requested to cause the heads of the > 

erils of the war. e is now living upon the || trious for taking up exceptional cases, of course || TUS Executive Departments to submit estimates for the 
charity of friends, who are very illy able to extend || will get them Come 3 that attitude, without saat nethwet me at en caumuiee 

; ; : er ow AS ahRion in wliar y 4 ’ upon a basis not exceeding $50,000,000 annually, exclusive 
him this assistance. Ke is an 0 ‘ reference to the merits of the cases themselves. || of the public debt, and the interest thereon. 

overty. He is = of — Satenee in the gen- || With the feeling which has been prevailing here || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there unan- 
eral bill for the relief of the soldiers of the war of | for some time, I believe I could make a personal || imous consent to consider the resolution at this 
1812. Except when he fought upon his own hook, || appeal on any case on the Calendar, and the Sen- | 


: on a time? 
he was a captain. This bill proposes to give him || ate would agree to vote it without any furtherex- || Mr.IVERSON. Iam against that resolution. 
a small pension for the small remnant of his life || 


t amination at all, although they might not concur || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then it can- 
that remains. If he cannot, at this hour of the || with it in principle in any respect whatever. At || not be considered; and the question is on the mo- 
session, obtain a pension, and it is probable the || the present time they would pass bills which, at || tion of the Senator from New York to take a re- 
bill cannot pass the other House, I want him to || any other period during the session, could not || cess for ten minutes. 
have the consolation of knowing that the only || have been passed at all. I do not think we are |; Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I move a 
branch of the Legislature of his country who could || doing right, and I hope we shall not proceed fur- || suspension of all prior orders for the purpose of 
hear his case decided in his favor. I move you, || ther in this way. I shall object to the passage of || introducing the resolution. 
sir, that the bill be now taken up and put upon || any more of these bills. If I had any hope that || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
tne oui a's Senators would get their bills signed after they || inform the Senator that it cannot be considered 

e motion was agreed to. ‘ | were passed, | would not do so; but undoubtedly, || at this time without unanimous consent, and a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Did the Sen- || jt cnead be denied that the whole Senate is off its |! single objection will carry it over. The question 
ator have the bill referred to any committee in the || puard, because they believe these bills will not be || is on the motion of the Senator from New York. 
Senate?” . _ signed and will not become laws, It is simply || The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 

Mr. KING. It was referred to the Committee || embarrassing ourselves, or rather those who will || fifteen minutes past three o’clock, a. m.) the Sen- 
on Pensions, and it was considered by them. come after us, with pledges given by this Con- || ate took a recess for ten minutes. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And has been reported gress, that the claim, whatever it may be, is right, || The Senate was called to order when the ten 
back, I was told. . || and ought to be passed, when, in fact, the bills || minuteshad constructively expired—some twenty 

Mr. KING. I suppose so, sir. {| are passed now without being looked into, be- || minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary | cause the Senate is off its guard. As far as lam Mr. HUNTER. I move to take a recess for 
reports that he can find no such bill upon the || concerned, under the circumstances, believing that || ten minutes longer. By that time I suppose we 
Calendar. ; . the bills cannot become laws, | shall feel bound to || shall havea message from the House. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It is the bill for the re- '| interpose an objection, if possible. Mr. DOUGLAS. I see no use in our remain- 
lief of Stewart McGowan. || Mr. CLAY. I concur heartily in all that has ing here. I think we might as well take a recess 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary || been said by the Senator from Arkansas; and [| until nine o’clock, and then there will be three 
cannot find it. proved that by voting againstevery bill, I believe, || hours in which to do all the business. It is evi- 


almost solitary and alone, that has passed, of the || dent that it will be some hours before we can get 
character he mentions. I will suggest, however, | any bills from the House of Representatives. 
perhaps the Senate would wake up to the business Mr. HUNTER. [understand they are votin 
of legislation by taking up a bill pays Fee for || on the miscellaneous bill, and it would not be safe 
Perry, of Illinois. It is a bill that has passed the || !! who are now sought to be provided for by par- || to adjourn if they are, until we appoint a commit- 
House. It is to give a pension to a soldier who || ticular legislation in each separate case, and that || tee of conference. Then the Senate can adjourn, 
became blind in the service. r| is the bill, entitled ** An act granting pensions to || jeaying the committee to work in the mean time. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as the soldiers of the war with Great Britain, of 1812, || Mr. DOUGLAS. I think we shall have a 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 8d those engaged in the Indian wars.’’ I was || chance to appoint the committee at nine o’clock. 
sider the bill. | bal. a to aoe e Seceaee upon that Mr. HUNTER. There would not be time for 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place || 97: NC 2 propose that it be taken up now. '| the committee to act between nine and twelve 
the name of John Perry, of Illinois, on the st of || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- || 9elock. 
invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per || 2tor from Arkansas withdraw his motion? Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not think they will get 
month, commencing on the 15th of February, | Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 1 do not. a chance to act much before twelve anyhow. 
1858, and to continue during his natural life. |. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator'| Mr, HOUSTON. My opinion is, that if we 

The bill was reported to the Senate without || ftom Arkansas moves that the Senate procecd to || Jeaye the Senate Chamber we shall not meetagain. 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || Renenerennion of eC, ne in the order in 
third ti > |} Which they stana on the Calendar, 

thee pore pI | Mr. SEWARD. I suggest, while we are wait- | 
WAITING FOR BUSINESS. || ing for the action of the House of Representatives, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Is it in order || and to relieve ourselves of the necessity of con- 
now to move to take up the Private Calendar, and || stant watchfulness here, the propriety of a recess || 
to act on the bills in the order in which they stand || for ten minutes, The VICE ISIDENT. : 
on the Calendar? r || Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. And with an pore Ca peli og 
; he Pao OFFICER. It is in order 1 power on the part of the Chair to callus together || ‘The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
0 make that motion. || at any moment. | seve inutes ’ mM. 

Ses AUREINIL of Alimatees ictecioithes || MrcSHRWAED. Gectniniy,. We. will all be.|| 1200”, Smee fare ae 
motion, and I desire to say a word or two upon || here. It willrelicve usof the necessity of watch- | TP), Sonate reassembled at the appointed time, 
it. Itis evident, from the number of these bills || ing. | and the Vice Presment.took the chair 
that have been considered, that instead of taking || ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved | 7 , 

WP exceptional cases, it is rather the rule that we || by the Senator from New York that the Senate | STEWART M GOWAN. 

should proceed with them. J wish to call the at- || take a recess for ten minutes. i Mr. CRITTENDEN. L-do.not know whether 
tention of the Senate toa fact which I think they || _Mr.JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 1 wishsimply || you were in the chair, sir, or not at the moment 
are aware of, that, if we can accept assurances || to suggest that, to’exhaust time, and prevent |} when I made a motion to call up the bill for the 
most solemnly given, none of these bills will be | Senators from being on the watch, I will intro- | relief of Stewart McGowan. It was discovered 
signed, so that it is merely a loss of time to be || duce a resolution which I think will be perfectly || then that the bill had not been reported from the 
passing them. Asa great many, if not all, Sen- || satisfactory toevery Senator. Just let us debate || Committee on Pensions. I recollect distinctly 
ators believe this ry the case, any kind of a || that, anddonothing else. I think it would come || drawing the bill myself. 

















JOHN PERRY. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. While the Secretary is 
Jooking for that bill, [ ask the Senate to take up 
the bill (H. R. No. 531) for the relief of John 











eral nights; and if they once retire to repose, they 
will not wake up again. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think we had better not 
agree to the suggestion of the Senator from Ili- 
nois. 





Members are exhausted, and have been for sev- . 
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Mr. KING. I know the papers were in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The papers are mis- 
laid, I therefore beg leave to offer a new bill 
now, so that I sfiall be pilaced in the same situa- 
tion that Lavould jhave been if the bill had not 
been mislaid safter ‘it had been referred to the 
committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky asks general consent to be allowed to 
introduce a bill in lieu of one which has been mis- 
laid. The Chair hears no objection. The Sec- 
retary will read the bull. 


Mr. STUART. We all know what it is; there || 


is no objection to it. 


The bill for the relief of Stewart McGowan was | 
read the first time by its title, and passed to asec- | 


ond reading. 
Mr. JONES. 
not misiaid. They are in the desk at the com- 


mittee-room, and the key is with the clerk, who | 


has gone to his rest. They were referred first to 
the Committee on Pensions, and then to the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, and then to the Third 


Auditor’s office, for information, all of which was || 
obtained and is now in the drawer in the commit- |! 


tee-room. 

Mr. STUART. Let us pass this bill. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 


It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place | 


the name of Stewart McGowan on the roll of in- 
valid pensioners, and pay him twenty dollars a 
month, commencing on the Istof January, 1859, 
and to continue during his natural life. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third || 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ABBY S. CHAPLIN. 


Mr. JONES. 
the bill (8S. No. 586) for the relief of Mrs. Chap- 
lin, the widow of Colonel Snelling, late of the 
United States Army. 


is no mistake about that. 
very indigent circumstances, and is compelled to 
depend upon her triends for her daily bread. 

Mr. PEARCE. The widow of whom? 

Mr. JONES. Of Colonel Snelling. 

Mr. PEARCE. Did she marry again? 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; and her second hus- 
band died. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
586) for the rehef of Abby S. Chaplin was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

in direets the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Abby 8. Chaplin, widow of Colonel 
Josiah Snelling, deceased, late of the United States 
Army, upon the pension list, at the rate of half- 


pay proper of the rank held at the time of his |! 


death, from the 15th of February, 1858. 


» E ty . 
The bill was reported to the Senate without || 8'xteen hundred dollars. 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third |! bill and pass it. 


reading, and was read the third time. 
Mr. CLAY. The Senator from lowa assured | 


us that the bill was sustained by the very best || 


kind of tesumony, tending to show that this man | 
died in the service of his country, or, at least, | 
from diseases contracted in the service, and I | 
would suggest this as a very pertinent question; | 
why the application has not been made to the | 
Pension bureau, and why the pension was not | 


granted there? What is the necessity of coming 
to Congress? 


Mr. JONES. Well, Mr. President—— 

Mr. STUART. Do not debate it. 

Mr. JONES. I will not, if it will pass with- | 
out. It will not pass the House anyhow. 

The bill was passed, 


MRS. ANN SMITH. 





Mr. DAVIS. 1 desire to call up the bill for } *  S$¥YLVANUS BURNHAM. 


the relief of the widew of General Persifer F. 
South. 


Mr. JONES. That is exactly what I wanted | 


to do. 


I will state that the papers are | 


I will ask the Senate to take up | 


It is a very strong case. | 
Her husband contracted disease in the service of | 
the Army, which continued until his death. Itis |, 
attested by the very best kind of proof. There | 
The widow is now in | 





| Ann Smith, widow of the late Brevet Major Gen- 
eral Persifer F. Smith. 
The Committee on Pensions reported it with 
an amendment to strike out all after the enacting 
clause, in the following words: 


‘That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to place the 





| 


General Persifer F. Smith, on the pension roll, at the rate 
of fifty dollars per month, from the 17th day of May, 1858, 
for and during her natutal life;”? and to Insert in lieu thereof: 
**That the Secretary of the [nterior be, and he hereby 1s, au- 
| thorized and required to place the name of Ann M. Smith, 
| widow of the late General Persifer F. Smith, United States 
Army, upon the pension list, at the rate of half pay proper 
to the rank held by the deceased at the time of his death.” 


Mr. DAVIS. This case is known so generally 
to the Senate and as one of such high merit, that 
I think it is unnecessary to say anything about 


i i. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will only add that 
| this widow is entirely destitute. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed; and the amendment was concurred in, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
/time. It was read the third time and passed. 


THANKS TO THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. FOOT. I rise to presenta resolution which 
I fee] sure will receive a unanimous and a cordial 
response from this body. 1 ask for its present 
|| consideration. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
| to consider the following resclution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are due, and 
hereby are tendered, to the Hon. Joun C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
for the courteous, dignified, and impartial manner in which 

| he has discharged the responsible and arduous duties of 
Presiding Otficer of this body, during the present session. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 





| LUCY A. WAKEFIELD. 


Mr. ALLEN. I ask the Senate now to take 
up and consider bill (H. R. No. 863) for the re- 
lief of Lucy A. Wakefield, widow of Benjamin 

Wakefield. It will occupy no time. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

It directs the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury to pay to Lucy A. Wakefield, the widow 

| of Benjamin Wakefield, or in case of her death, 
|| then to his child or children, the amount of the 
| appropriation made for his relief by act of Con- 
_ gress of date June 5, 1858. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ABRAM EDWARDS. 


Mr. STUART. Mr. President, the honorable 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Fitcu,] whom I am 
| very sorry not to see in his seat, in his energy to 
| report from the Committee on Printing a day or 
| two ago, prevented me from doing an act of jus- 
|| tice to a neighbor and very excellent gentleman. 
He was formerly register of the land office at 
| Kalamazoo, and the Government owes him some 
I move to take up his 
It does net propose to give him 
anything, butonly to pay him what we owe him. 
The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 
Mr. STUART. The bill is not on the Calen- 
| dar; but it was reported from the Committee on 
| Public Lands the day before yesterday, or a few 





| days ago. ] 
The bill (S. No. 607) to provide for the final 
settlement of the account of Abram Edwards, late 


|| register of the land office at Kalamazoo, Michigan, 


| was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay him the sum of $1,666 59, 
| that being the amount certified to be due him by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office on 
the 13th of December, 1849. ; 

| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 





Mr. STUART. 
fifteen minutes, we 
Mr. KING. I hépe the Senatwr will withdraw 


I move to take a recess for 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as | that motion for the present. I wish to call upa 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


j l the relief of Sylvanus Burn- 
sider the bill (S. No. 413) for the relief of Mrs. any PE ee 7 
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‘that purpose. poe 

The motion of Mr. Kine was agreed to: and 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole. pro. 
ceeded to consider the bill (H.R. No. 233) fo 
the relief of Sylvanus Burnham. ; 

It authorizes the Secretary of War to Place th 
name of Sylvanus Burnham upon the roll of - 
valid pensioners, and cause to be paid to hin 
eight dollars per month, commencing from and 
after the 14th of November, 1850, and to continue 
during his natural life. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
power to object here ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frrzpay. 
rick in the chair.) ‘The Senator can make » 
speech to the bill. It is taken up and now before 
the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That will have to be done 
by a vote of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I object to jx 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A single ob. 
jection does not carry the bill over. It has been 
wend up, and the question now is on its third 
reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I[ very much 
regret it. I move to lay the bill on the table, and 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KING. I have no disposition to press jt 
if there is objection on the part of any consider. 
able number of Senators. I called it up because 
it was a House bill which I believed to be meri- 
torious. I did not believe there would be any 
objection to it. 

r. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I know the 
Senator would not wisi to do an ungenerous 
thing, but he is evidently doing itnow. I donot 
agree to taking up the bill myself. 

Mr. STUART. It would probably prove a 
serious objection if we were to call the yeas and 


Is it in my 


nays now; and I think the Senator will answer ° 


his purpose if he will allow me to take a recess 
for fifteen minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Before that is 
done, | would be glad to say a word on the sub- 
ject. I said that this was an ungenerous thing; 
and I will explain to the Senator why I said so. 
The reason of it is this: if this is permitted to be 
done, it is taking advantage of a gentleman who, 
it seems to me, under this Government, has about 
as few disposed take care of his good name, or 
to save him from unjust odium, as any one | 
know of in the Republic, in all its length and 
breadth. So soon as you pass this bill, simply 
from the fact that itis known that it will never 
become a law, the whole odium will be thrown 
upon the President of the United States because 
he does not signit. The Senator knows it would 
not pass otherwise. 

r. KING. lam the last man to take advant- 
age of Mr. Buchanan. I am willing to waive any 
question, and will consent to the recess. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I do not be- 
lieve we could consume the time better; but I wish 
to say another thing. 

Mr. KING. Indeed, I was disposed, the mo- 
ment McGowan’s bill was passed, to move a re- 
cess. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
one passed ? 

Mr. BROWN. A dozen have been passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I must say I 
do not see how gentlemen can sit here and be so 
disregardfal of their plain duties as to permit these 
bills to pass. Senators know they cannot become 
laws. 

Mr. KING. I eall the gentleman to order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Is the Senator 
entitled to the floor, or myself? : 

Mr. KING. I think the Senator is reflecting 
on the Senate. The Senate is not going to act in 
a manner that is improper. I will yield to a mo- 
tion for a recess. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Senator 
cannot take the floor to make a point of order, and 
then submit a motion before the point of order 1s 
decided. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. What is the 
point of order? 
Mr. KING. 
ing on the Senate in relation to this 
"fre PRESIDING OFFICER, ( 


Has another 


It is thatthe Senator was reflect- 
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reports. The Committee on Printing, to whom |! A . i j 
ae was referred a motion to print the ms of the | Pr nape = nt eg ee ee 
Secretary of the Navy, communicating the a ‘| On motion of Mr. STUART, the Senate took 
Ip- 


order. =n . 
pro- Mr JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Does the Chair || of Lieutenant Craven of his surveys for as ' a recess for an hour, subject to be called togethe 
ether 


\ for “ick in the chair.) The Chair will state that 
any remarks reflecting on the Senate are out of 








| for 


say 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will || the Atrat T : 
> the sot say that; but such remarks are out of order. | to Seed Lacaharitien secon caecmen: w+ aan ion Stones 38 Soeeeenen 
in. Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Give the words. The same committee, to i eater en At six'o’cloch o yacous wasitaken for hal? on 
him Mr. STUART. If the Senator will waive that || motion to print the report of son teens ee | hour, subject to the same conditions. 
and aah will move to take a receas. esienil, talttinn onthe eee han noe ~~ || The Vice erenee resumed the chair at half 
inue Mr. KING. I withdraw the point of order as || ted States and the Island of Cuba, during the | gy Bh go 
to what the Senator from Arkansas last said. I || five years, have directed me to re} ort i 7a . o- Mr. STUABFE. t move that. the Senate take 
my will not say anything unkind to him. printing the usual pumber. TO ea ee oe 
1 OLINGON, of Aikanses, Fain not'die- ||" Me. SOHNGOM, of Arkansen, Do you print || there should: bo busiseandfeutie Eause peqpam 
AT osed to yield the floor as yet. I make these re- || the maps? : — | ee should be businesa:from the House requir- d 
ea ks not against any one’s feeli but Ik , | . . ty 
mar g y eelings, now Mr. FITCH. The usual number 
‘ore very well that the good sense of the gentlemen in Mr. JOHNS on | he motion was agreed: to, ; 
. the sound of my ee does sapeors wx course. || grave them? Se rere ee aca —— = the Mae ° f ; 
he What I have stated is palpable to every one. Mr. FITCH. Onl ith | A wine o'clock; & 10.5 eT ie 
Mr. FITCH. I wish to ask my friend from || it. The other inner anaes a | but legislatively Thursday, March 3.) , Ee 
) it Arcauene to Pe intine to make a reper from the || ot pene both the text and the ap : \ EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 4 { 
. Committee on Printing, on a certain document. r. JOHN ; i i be | 
ob- Mr. JOHNSON, o Arkansas. I really cannot || to ask the S oan a an Tee ee ae betive the: Fag 4g 
oe ) enator whether the committee pro- | &te @ report of the Postmaster General, ina 
ira consent whilst | occupy the floor on this question. | pose to engrave the maps which are now on his | to a resolution of the Senate ae tae ie 
” Every time after we have a little recess, itis plain || desk, for the use of the Senate? | formation in relation to the. } a uk ne | 
h that these things are to be resumed. It is not Mr. FITCH. Yes, sir; the larger one !| Butterfield. and his Ae gy yy with John 
a right or just that hereafter our action at this time Mr. JOHNSON of Arkansas ~ Do the com- | mail from’ the Mississi "] aunt the Pe ‘fe 
n shall be quoted as having been done in good faith || mittee believe that it is important that the Senate | ©cean; which, on moti a (Mr. Crs ee yee 
and from consideration of the subject, when every || should have those maps before them? — ordered to lie ‘on the pa ys th a = 
‘ one knows that they are passed only because no Mr. FITCH. If the text is printed, the ma ] ; oaarere 
= one wishes to object to what any other Senator || must be. It is a matter for the senthianalion af 1 patter Gate mn rg 8 2 
ra requests. That is the whole force of the passage || the Senate. I do not attach much importance to A message from the Efoues of Repesaantstives, 
hg of every bill that has been passed to-night, and I || it, myself, at all. I would infinitely rather have | bY Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
> shall beg to refer to it hereafter, if these same |! the report on the smaller document cman in. | House had agreed to the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
y bills are brought in with the very same declara- || The larger one, Lieutenant Craven’s report, | do seventh, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, six- 
mm tion that the Senate passed them unanimously, || not claim of any great importance; Soltis acai! teenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, twenty-first, 
ae and therefore the who e Congress hereafter should || of the committee was in favor of rintin the cost twenty-third, twenty-fourth, — twenty-eighth 
- = their own judgment and pass them in. || and, of course, publishing the ae With the | twenty-ninth, thireth, thistp-Grmt, thirty-sec- 
his is not right. The Senator from New York || smaller one—the statistics of our trade with Cuba || 0" thitty-ninth, and fortieth amendments to the 
a kone 5 well that no man knows it better. I || —there is no map. or ee R. No. 713) making appropriations for 
oe eee , Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then, i _ || sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
- Mr. STUART. Will the Senator from Arkan- | senting that report, under the rules of she flacate the year ending the 30th of June, 1860; and dis- 
es sas allow me to saya single word? the estimates ought to be furnished to the Senate, || *s"°e ‘° the first, second, eighth, ninth, tenth, 
eee , of Arkansas. I will after I | ae they may see what it will cost. ’ ee Swe twentieth, twenty- 
7 e. i . aoa oe N 
ti Mr. FITCH. The Senator from Ark | Second, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-sev- 
tb. k STUART. lL only wanted to suggest that | mistaken. An estimate does not fanaueshiin ame enth, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, thirty-fitth, thir- 
< the Senator from New York is willing to with- || company the usual number. Anestimate must'be ty-sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, and forty- 
vei draw all peapoeisions te os his bill, so that there || made for extraordinary or additional numbers; || first amendments of the Senate. 
; isno question before the Senate. but not for the ordi me Re ‘ 
be Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Whilst I have favor core pte nie gern lb ede. ail Se ee ee 
oo got oe benefit of the floor, I wish to make a re- || additional numbers whatever. 1 wish the oa | aoe eres | further announced that the House 
. oy eee ee oe : - & ppointed a committee, consisting of Mr. 
I Mr. KING. With the assent of the gentleman || the smaller deenementtiamneitionn ees ith (FA cpa Lercurn of Virginia, Mr. Lawrence O’B. 
+ from Arkansas, I wish to say, in justice to my- || Cuba. There is no map accompanyin the . paacn of North Covet se ee 
u self, and the person whose bill is reported here, oa King. Laois hee panying a il Grow of Pennsylvania, to join the committee ap- 
wl ' that I believe it is a just one, and that it ought to Mr. FITCH. The elonete befor the aot en Se ac 
ver "pass; but, with the present small number in the || which it is proposed to print, is in a ra || the subject-matter of the bill (Hl. R. No. 872) 
=. _  Benate, | will waive it. resolution of the Senate relative to our one with | wreke at clnes Ban ee ee 
id _ . Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is still pend- || Cuba. It gives the statistics of our trade with | OF the Se Oe SS nae eee Eee 
l ; ings and -~ Pong: a mm withdraw it while || Cuba for the last five years ann t ae SE OF Seana 
‘ ave gotthe floor. We have this singular phase || Mr. KING. TI! ai , is | BILLS BECO 
= : upon the statement of the Senator himeelf. He || not included in ore Saat ashi ia | The mess furth i aaa i 
y S does eens sincerely no doubt, because it has Mr. FITCH. No, sir. \| dent of the Te itadl Btatoa bed thts je - bass 
excited his sympathies, that the bill ought to pass; The report of >mmittee sn || i : hi ta 
es and many of us, no doubt, have bilhe whieh ex- The Pi ESIDING OFFICER. Tielenaaee | ay 5 rg ine Sores cae : 
sh inant tition one . ( 1G C : e question || n act for the relief of William Rich; 
ympathies; and yet, at any other period || now is on concurring in the second report of the || An act for the relief of Captain A, W.R 
. jee a period like this, the indorsement derived || Committee on Printing, on Sseqtenant Craven’s ‘| nolds; aii hide 
on — your ro or mine, or from those of || report on the subject of an inter-oceanic canal || An act for the relief of Eli W. Gof; 
: seo — anny ye of us, would not securethe || Mr. KING. t understand this is not the ori- || _An act making napeopeiotinnn ieitha payment 
E Pee f. ur. See Ss ane poerins te inal report of Captain Craven. That has not |, of invalid and other pensions of the United States, 
have no more of them, by takin alenetin cook ae AR rT are | me ae ed pabaocert aay ion gmades 
5 giving an indefinite power to the Presiding Officer Mr. FITCH. I think that, probably, the Sen- | and SS emain conceal oe t yy 
. ae moment when tine fe ator from New York is mistaken, in part, and yet, ] year ending the 30th of June, 1860 — 
ic business, I shou in part, c t. i i i ; 
: — glad that such a motion might be made. I f. KING. Notin fall and is roe ch cs ee ee 
etd shall ee ne mae of tio kind of to print it. : Ts On motion of Mr. JONES, it was 
. Inow yield to the Senator from Mich- r. FITCH. W int it; Ordered, That the Committee on Pensi 
igan, to allow him to make his motion. committee do not ttn tosseh cae oom the farther consideration of al business referred to 
PRINTING OF REPORTS It is submitted to the consideration of the Senate ee ae 
M P whether it will or will not print the usual num- | CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
e a eo WARE. hau mene thattheSenatetake || ber. Our motion is to print it. It can be laid || Mr. HUNTER. The House of Representa- 
" he Seeieenedion F oa oc ——ae wer to || on the table, if the Senate chooses. | tives have returned the miscellaneous appropri- 
oan nate to order, if it be neces- Bo ae I move to lay the motion to print | eee ney one upon the amendments. 
. Mr. e e. || | move that it be taken up. 
; ceiatetea appeal. Sosa Boson from |} The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. | The motion was agreed to, 
” Mr. STUART. It will give me great pleasure SUCCESSIVE RECESSES. | Me. HUNTER. The House of Represanta- 
e " aren ee from Indiana. Mr. STUART, (at four and a half o’clock, a 1 —— — a ee aes — 
r. ; ill t ‘Ky, &. an ey have disagreed to a 
iH the Senator allow me to ||m.) I move that the Senate take a recess until || great many other of our sunaglinhendae 40 reed to 





that | made such a remark? 


_— & motion on a matter of some little import- 
Mr, prs T. Certainly; anythi 

ie ; any . 
Mr. FITCH. I simply want toget rid of these 




















| canal between the Atlanticand Pacific oceans, by | by the Chair, in the event of a message being re- 








five o’clock, reserving a power in the Chair to || some, however. I beli 
a the Senate together at any moment, if neces- || and heard, that the ites - See 
Te ian, | is not to send it back; and I therefore submit a 
‘as agreed to. motion that the Senate recede from all the amend- 
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ments to which the House have disagreed. The | 
vote there was exceedingly close on the Treasury | 
note amendment; it was near being lost; I believe 


there was a difference of but two or three; and | 
the other matters also involve difficulties; and I | 


feel assured, from what I have witnessed myself 
and what I have heard, that there will be no | 
chance to pass the bill unless we recede from the 
amendments to which the House have disagreed. | 
i submit that motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shall the amend- | 
ments be read? [‘* No!’’ ** No a 

Mr. HUNTER. [hope not. ‘Time is every- 
thing to us now. We have to enroll the bill. 
Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senate will not con- 
cur in the course proposed by the Senator from 
Virginia. We have three hours left. 

Mr. LANE. No. 

Mr. YULEE. We have very nearly three | 
hours, and there is no reason why we should ad- | 
journ, leaving the public service in a damaged 
condition. If we adjourn, agreeing to the action 


without any provision for their transportation, 
the very important mails between the Atlantic 
and Pacific States. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Let them go. 

Mr. YULEE. They must not go. 

Mr. HUNTER. Perhaps that can be got on 
the post office bill. A loss of time is a loss of the 
bill. The bill is yet to be enrolled. 

Mr. YULEE. There ought not to be any loss 
of time by the course I propose. I move that we 
insist on our amendments, and ask fora commit- 
tee of conference. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
precedence. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from Virginia takes precedence. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I ask for the reading of 
the amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
ask for the reading. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I insist on it. 

Mr. HUNTER. It will take until twelve 


My motion to recede takes || 


I hope the Senator will not 


| ference. 


| enroll the bill and get it to the President. 
of the House on this bill, we shall leave entirely || 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I think I am right; but 
| under the suggestion that there is no quorum 
| here, I withdraw the appeal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
proceed to read the amendments. 

Mr. FITCH. I submit to the Senator from 
Virginia that, in view of the demand for the read- 
ing of the amendments, it would be better to ask 
| for a conference. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will not agree to that, be- 
cause I believe it will kill the bill. I want the 
Senate to say whether they will recede or not, 
| Mr. YULEE. Why should it kill the bill, 
| that we propose to the House to confer reason- 
ably with them? 
| Mr. HUNTER. We know they had great 

difficulty to pass the Treasury note amendment. 

Mr. YULEE. But why should asking fora 
conference kill the bill ? 

Mr. HUNTER. We have not time for a con- 
It will take all the time we have left to 





Mr. YULEE 1 have seen more important 


| appropriation bills passed at a later hour than 
| this; and why should they refuse to confer with 


usr 


Mr. HUNTER. Did the Senator ever see 


a 
|| bill passed at as late an hour, which is so much 


contested as this? 

Mr. YULEE. I did, last session. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I call the Sen- 
| ator from Florida to order, because he has not 
_addressed the Chair in a single instance, and is 
carrying on a conversation. Would he have a 
mere little petty interest prevent the supply of 
means necessary to carry on this Government? 

The VICE PRESID INT. The Chair sus- 
tains the point of order. 


if the reading is demanded. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 


House, his bare statement of them would inform 


| the Senate of what they are, so as to enable us to 


o'clock to read them. | vote understandingly. 


Mr. BRODERICK. I do not care; if it were 
now three minutes totwelve, | would insist on it. 
My State has been cut off from all mail service, 
and I want this bill to fall, and I will take the re- 
sponsibility, so far as my vote is concerned. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will | 
read the amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. Can they be read without the || 
consent of the Senate? May nota majority ob- | 


| 


ject to it? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks | 
that on the call of a Senator, he has aright to the | 
reading of an amendment or a bill on which he is | 
te vote. 

Mr, BRODERICK. How am to vote, unless 
I know what I am to vote on? 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator designate 
the amendment which he desires to have retained? 
He can have that read. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I want to know what they 
all are, from first to last. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. L appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. I think the Senate has a right to | 
dispense with the reading when it chooses. 

Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 
state the condition of the question when the Sen- 
ate comes to order, The Senator from Virginia 
moved that the Senate recede from its amend- 
ments to which the House disagreed. The Sen- 
ator from California asks for the reading of the | 
amendments. The Chair decides that the amend- | 
ments must be read, if the reading be insisted on, | 
before the vote can be taken. ‘The Senator from 
North Carolina appeals from the decision of the | 
Chair. Shall the Reoare of the Chair stand as | 
the judgment of the Senate ? 


Mr. BRODERICK. I call for the yeas and | 


= 
r. SEWARD. I submit to the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina, that he had better | 
withdraw his appeal. There is not a quorum 
here, and that will be ascertained on the yeas and | 
nays. He had better let the reading go on. | 
Surely; ho one can say that any Senator can be 
denied the right to have read anything which is 
necessary to be acted on. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let us go on with the read- 
ing, if the Senator from California insists. 


| 


Mr. HUNTER. I cannot state them all. I 
could probably state what the House have done 


| in regard to the matters stated by the Senator 


from California. 

Mr. BRODERICK. 
read, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


California has again and again insisted on the 


might have been read by this time if Senators had 

allowed them to be read. The Secretary will read 

the amendments to which the rouse disagree. 
The Secretary read them, as follows: 


First amendment: 

Page 2, strike out lines nineteen and twenty, as follows: 
$50,000 5° 

And in lieu thereof insert: 


For continuing the construction of the Treasury exten- 
sion, $500,000. 


Second amendment: 


~ 





to and including the word ‘*dollars,’’ in line ten, in the 
following words: 

** And also including all the accounts for surveys of the 
public jands and private land claims in California, under 
contracts prior to the 30th of June, 1857, $103,000 5”? 

And insert, in lieu thereof, $43,000. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is that disagreed to? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary is 
only reading the amendments to which the House 
has disagreed, 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments: 


Eighth amendment: 


Page 9, line twenty, after the word “ grounds,” strike out 
* $1,878,” and insert * $1,095,”? so as to read, ** for hire of 
carts on the public grounds $1,095.”” 


Ninth amendment: 


Page 10, line five, after the word “ locks,”’ insert, “and 
for the protection of the building.” 


Tenth amendment: 


Page 10, line twenty-seven, after the word “ avenue,’’ 
strike out “‘ two”? and insert “ three,” so as to appropriate 
“for repairs of Pennsylvania avenue $3,000.”? 


Eleventh amendment: 


Page 14, line four, at the end thereof, add, “* but this pro- 
vision shall not be so construed as to interfere with the com- 


' pletion of, and payment for, works already begun by Craw- 


I prefer to have them | 


reading of the amendments. Perhaps half of them | 


“ For preserving the extension of the Treasury building, 


Page 7, line five, after the word ** work,” strike out all | 
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Mr. HUNTER. Let the amendments be read, || 


| 


Perhaps, if || 
| the chairman of the Committee on Finance would | 
state the amendments that are disagreed to by the | 
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ford and Rogers, or the completion of the painti ef tin 
rooms in the north wing already partly pained.” tm 


Twelfth amendment: 
Page 14, line twenty-seven, add, “for extendi 


| center building of the Capitol the system of heatines 7 te 
|| for the wings, $74,000. 


£ adopted 


Nineteenth amendment: 


‘* For making the necessary alterations in the 
signed to the Court of Claims, including the removal of ay 
partition between the rooms formerly occupied by the Se 
ate committees on Military Affairs and on Indian Affair, 
$5,000." ’ 


Twentieth amendment: 


For completing the aqueduct to supply the cities of Wash 
ington and Georgetown with the Potomac water, $250,000, 


Twenty-second amendment: 


For grading and graveling B street south, between Sey. 
enth and Fourteenth streets west, setting curb, and payin 
gutter with stone and footway with brick, on the north side 
of the same, next to the public reservations, $7,979 59, 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 


For paving, grading, and improving F street north, be. 
tween Ninth and Fourteenth streets west, $8,877 39, 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 


For the altering, fitting up, and furnishing the former Sen. 
ate Chamber tor the Supreme Court, with the twelve rooms 
for the use of the court, its officers and records, and forthe 
drainage, water and gas pipes, and for fitting up the former 
Supreme Court room for the Law Library of Congress 
which rooms are hereby assigned for these purposes, accord. 
ing to the plan prepared under the direction of the Supreme 
Court, $38,000. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 


From and after the Ist day of July next, the franking 
privilege, except so far as conferred by special laws as a per- 


| sonal privilege, be, and the same is hereby, abolished, 


Thirty-third amendment: 
And be it further enacted, That for procuring the neces- 


| sary furniture for the Senate Chamber, the audience rooms, 


the committee-rooms, the rooms occupied by the office of 
the Secretary of the Senate, and other rooms of the north 
wing of the Capitol in the occupancy of the Senate and 
its appendages, the superintendent of the Capitol extension 
be directed to make a survey, and ascertain what articles of 
furniture will be needed, with the materials, designs, and di- 
mensions of the same; and that he be, and he is hereby, 


| authorized to publish the proper specifications and descrip- 
|| tions of the articles that may be required, and invite sealed 
| proposals to be made to him within thirty days from the date 


of the first publication of the same for the manufacture 


| and construction of the said articles of furniture, to be 


opened at the appointed time, in the presence of the bid- 
ders or other persons; and that a contract or contracts for 
such furniture shall be made with the lowest and best bid- 
der, reference being had to the quality of the material, the 
supertority of the workmanship, and the time in which 
the same shall be completed; and that proper security shall 
be taken forthe faithful and prompt execution of the work; 


| and that, for the purpose of paying for the said furniture 


as it may be completed and delivered to the satisfaction of 
the said superintendent, such sum of money as may be re- 
quired therefor be, and the same hereby is, appropriated, 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated : Provided, That the amount to be expended 


| under this section shall not exceed 350,000. 


Thirty-fourth amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the missionary claims re- 
ferred to in the fourth section of the act of the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1850, entitled ** An act providing for the examina- 
tion and settlement of claims for land atthe Sault Ste. 
Marie, in Michigan,’’ and reported upon by the register 
and receiver at Sault Ste. Marie, pursuant to said act, shall 
be entitled to recognition and confirmation in the same 
manner and on the same terms as the claims of individuals 
therein provided for ; and upon the final approval of the said 
claims, as provided in the eighth section of the act afore- 
said, patents shall be issued therefor. 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the probable cost of the execution of the various 
plans which have been reported to Congress for the en- 
largement of the public grounds surrounding the Capitol, 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings be, and hereby is, di- 
rected to ascertain, as far as possible, by conference with 
the owners of tle private property within the limits of the 
said reported plans, the price demanded therefor, and to 
report the same, together with bis own estimate of the 
value thereof, to Congress, as early as practicable after the 
first Monday in December next, and further to submit with 
the said report such drawings of the said plans as shall ex- 
hibit clearly the slopes, terraces, walks, and road-ways 
within and around said grounds, with an estimate in de- 
tail of the quantities of each description of work involved 
in the execution of cach of the aforesaid proposed plans, 
and the probable cost of the same. 


Mr. YULEE. [trust the Senator from Cali- 
fornia will withdraw his requirement for the read- 
ing of the amendments. My object was to take 
the sense of the Senate as to a conference. 1 was 
in hopes that by aspeedy movement upon a con- 
ference we might be able to arrange what might 
be necessary for the public interests in respect to 
the omitted amendments; but I think it would be 
very unwise to pursue a course that would defeat 
legislation altogether. If there is any chance for 
a concurrence by the Senate in the motion T have 
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ade for a conference, it must be upon a speed 
movement, and every moment of delay in read- |) 
ing what seems to me to be entirely useless, de- 

g : 


feats all possibility or chance of accomplishing 
the object the Senator has in view; and certainly 








m 


we must not defeat legislation. I hope the Sen- 
ator will withdraw the call, and let us take the 
question. ( 

Mr. BRODERICK. I withdraw my call for 
the present; but if the motion for a committee of 
conference fails, 1 shall renew the call for the 
reading of the entire amendments. 

Mr. GWIN. I will make a single suggestion 
to the Senator from Virginia. We have twoand 
a half hours before the Senate adjourns, and a 
yery few additions can be put on this bill which 
would enable the public service to go on. I think 
if he would submit to a committee of conference, 
they could, in twenty minutes, agree on certain 
items that could be inserted in the bill which there 
would be no difficulty in passing through the two 
Houses of Congress, and continue the service of 
the country. There are numerous amendments 
which a committee of conference, under the cir- 
cumstances, would not consider at all, because 
they have not the time. I will suggest to the Sen- 
ator that the loss of some amendments does great 
injustice, because it stops the whole mail service 
to the Pacific coast by ocean steamers. 1 may 
say also that there is now no possibility of pass- 
ing the Post Office appropriation bill. There is 
one great consideration connected with this bill 
which disinclines me to make any dispute about | 
it, and that is that it provides means to carry on 
the Government, and I know the anxiety of the 
Senator from Virginia for the purpose of securing 
that object. That provision was placed on the 
bill by a very close vote, I think only ene or two 
majority in the House. If I thought that asking 
for a committee of conference would jeopard the 
bill, I would not, notwithstanding the great injury 
it will inflict on my State, make a point on this 
matter; but really | believe that if the Senator from 
Virginia will submit to a conference, we can, in 
the course of half an hour, have a bill which will 
not be objected to by the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. I want the sense of the Sen- 
ate. I believe, if we send the bill back, it will 
probably be lost. If the Senate say they will not | 
recede, and prefer to have a committee of confer- | 
ence, well and good; I shall be freed from respons- 
ibility. ‘ 
be necessary to'save the bill, on which depends 
the means by which the Government is to be car- 
ned on. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
seconded that the Senate recede from its amend- 
ments to which the House has disagreed. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I thought the motion of | 
the Senator from Florida, for a committee of con- 
ference, was first in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from Virginia takes precedence. 

Mr. YULEE. A single word. I ask the Sen- 
ator from Virginia on what ground he says the 
House will not agree to a conference? It would 
be an unreasonable humor on their part that they 
should refuse to confer with us. 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not’say they would re- 
fuse a conference; but I said, if we send the bill 


| San Francisco, via Tehuantepec ; and arrange for the con- 


' be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to contract 
| with Carlos Butterfield and bis associates, who are to be 


I am taking a course which I believe to’) 


| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Thirty-seventh amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
is hereby authorized and directed to contract with responsi- 
ble bidders for the transportation of the United States mail 
between New York and Astoria, via Panama and San Fran- 
cisco, semi-monthly, and require said contractors to trans- 
port on the Pacific ocean such mail matter as may pass over 
the Tehuantepec route, as hereinafter authorized: Pro- 
vided, The time between New York and San Francisco 
shall not exceed twenty-two days, and that the whole cost 
shall not exceed $525,000 per annum for the service be- 
tween New York and Astoria. 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
shall also contract with responsible parties for the transpor- 
tation of the mails semi-monthly between New Orleans and 







nection of said mails on the Pacific with the mails via Pan- 
ama, as directed in the preceding section: Provided, That 
the time between New Orleans and San Francisco shall not 
exceed fifteen days; and that the cost of said service shall 
not exceed the sum of §250,000 per annum. 

“ind be it further enacted, That the contracts herein di- 
rected shall be made from the expiration of the existing 
contracts until the 30th day of June, A. D. 1861. 

“ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 


styled * The United States and Mexican Mail Steamship 
Company,’’ for the conveyance of the mails from and to the 
United States, and to and from the Republic of Mexico, in the 
following order, namely: A steamer shall leave New Orleans 
or Mobile on the Ist and 16th days of each month, touching 
first at Galveston, Matagorda Bay, Brazos de Santiago, 
Tampico, Vera Cruz, Coatzacoalcos, Tabasco, Laguna, 
Campeche, Sisal, and all other ports in said circuit that may 
hereafter be ascertained to be practicable, including Sabine 
Pass, and thence to New Orleans or Mobile ; and on the 
8th and 24th days of each month a steamer shali leave New 


. Orleans or Mobile, touching first at Sisal, Campeche, La 


guna, Tabaseo, Coatzacoaleos, Vera Cruz, Tampico, Bra 
zos de Santiago, Matagorda Bay, Galveston, and thence to 
New Orleans or Mobile, thus accomplishing the full circuit 
of the Gulf, or four round voyages, per month. 
| And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid contract | 
shall be for a term of four years, and shall not involve, on 
the part of the Government of the United States, an ex- 
penditure exceeding $120,000 per annum. 


| mit the suspension for a moment, I can make a 
suggestion that will probably relieve this difficulty, 
and that is, to amend the motion of the Senator 

| from Virginia, by moving that we recede from all 


| California service. 
| to that at once. 
| Mr. YULEE. That will do. 

Mr. HUNTER. That will not do. 
the bill back to the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask that the 
reading be continued, unless the demand for it 
is withdrawn peremptorily. 

The Secretary continued the reading. 

Thirty-eighth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 
| terior be, and he is hereby, authorized to complete the pur- 
| chase of the premises in the city of New York, now occu 

pied by the United States courts and their officers, under a 
lease from William E. Burton to the United States, and to 
| pay for the same out of the judiciary fund: Provided, A 


I think the House will agree 


It sends 


close of the present fiscal year. 
Forty-first amendment: 


Aind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Sen- 
| ate and Clerk of the House of Representatives are hereby 
| directed so to modify their contract with Gales & Seaton 
| for publishing the continuation of the American State Pa- 
| pers, made under authority of the act of June 12, 1858, as 
| to stipulate that they be allowed $10 50 a volume, on con- 

dition thatthe said publishers shall defray all expenses of se- 
| lecting, compiling, and arranging the documents according 
| to the rate of compensation paid for the same services in 
| compiling and preparing the first series ; also the expense of 





back there, considering what little time there is 
left, and the nature of the opposition to it, we en- 
danger the bill. 

Mr. YULEE. I promise him that a committee 
of conference will not endanger it, if those who 
are friendly to the amendments have anything to 
do with the committee. I am satisfied we can 
make a temporary arrangement that will answer 
the purpose. 

r. BRODERICK. 
the amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. Go on and read them. 


The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments. 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 


“ind be it further enacted, That from and after the passage 
of this act, each member of the Senate who may attend any 
extra or called session of the Senate, in the recess of Con- 
gress, and who was not a member of either House of Con- 
gress at the expiration of the Congress preceding such extra 
or called session of the Senate, shall be entitled to receive 
his mileage at said extra or called session of the Senate ; 
and that such sum as may be necessary to pay the —- 

to 


ay ony th Be Peasy et Stee eros 


I insist on the reading of 


| binding the same, and the expense of all lithographs and 
| wood engravings required in any of the documents ; also the 
expense of preparing full and proper indexes for each vol- 
| ume, and general indexes for each class ; and all other con- 
| tingent or incidental expenses whatever attending said pub- 
| lication; and the said volumes shall be delivered to the 





| Secretary of the Interior as the same may be completed, | 
| who shall place three hundred copies in the Department of | 


} 
i 


|” Mr. BRODERICK. 
| 


|| having the question put on that, 


| 
Mr.GWIN. I think, if my colleague will per- | 
| 


{the amendments except those in regard to the | 


sufficient amount thereof shall remain unexpended at the | 
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| ments separately. I want to speak on the first 
| amendment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


‘the first amendment to which the House disa- 
“greed. If objection is made to the re-reading, the 


/ question must be put to a vote of the Senate. 
I should like to hear it 
read, because I want to call the attention of the 
| Senate to it. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. Itis obvious that the whole 
| purpose of the Senator from California is to pro- 
duce delay, and I shall not aid him init. I object 
| to the reading. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 1s, 
| shall the amendment be again read? The Chair 
| will submit that to the Senate. 
| The question being taken, it was decided in the 
| negative. 
he VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
‘© Will the Senate recede from this amendment?’”’ 
« Mr. BRODERICK. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to this amendment. I under- 
stand it is the amendment to reduce the appropri- 
ation for surveying the public lands in California, 
from $103,000 to $43,000. I find that, through the 
| efforts of somebody, the House has been induced 
to increase this appropriation to $103,000 again. 
| My State is left without a mail; there is no pro- 
| vision made for the overland mail, or for the 
| steamer mails 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
| state to the Senator from California, that the first 
amendment which is now before the Senate is in 
| regard to the Treasury extension. 
| Mr. BRODERICK. I have no objeetion to 
but | want to 
draw the attention of the Senate to the amend- 
ment to which | have alluded. I think the House 
has been humbugged—cheated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on 
receding from the first amendment, and it was de- 
|| cided in the affirmative. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the second amendment. Will the Senate 
recede from it? 
| Mr. BRODERICK. I should like to know 
| what it is, so that I can vote understandingly. I 
| made a mistake before. I hope I shall not make 
one again. I hope it will be read. 

Mr. BIGLER. I thought the motion was to 
|| recede from all the amendments. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Separate votes are 
| demanded. 
Mr. SEWARD. Let it be stated what the 
| amendments are,so that we may vote understand- 
ingly. 
Mr. HUNTER. Ihave a proposition to make 
| to the Senator from California: suppose we take 
separate votes on the amendments in which he is 
interested, and then let us take a vote on all the 
other amendments together. 
Mr. BRODERICK. Well, sir, | make a prop- 
osition to you, and that is that you consent to a 
conference committee, and save my State. 
Mr. HUNTER. [I shall not do it. 
| Mr. BRODERICK. Then I will exhaust the 
time of the Senate, if I can get anybody to aid 
me in it. 
| Several Senators. No, no; that is not right. 
|| Do not do it. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Well, I want to hear the 
pending amendment read. 

Mr. GREEN and Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. BRODERICK. 
|| to know what it is. 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on 





I object. 
If it is not read, | want 





| State for its use and for exchange with foreign Govern 


| ments, and seven hundred copies in his own Department | 


| for distribution to public libraries in the several States and 
| Territories, and hold the residue of the copies in his cus- 
| tody subject to the further order of Congress; andthe Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury is hereby directed to pay for the said 
| work as the same may be delivered, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. on the certificate 
of the said Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That not 
| more than $25,000 shall be so paid on account of said pub 
lication during the current fiscal year. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary has 
| read the amendments to which the House has 
| disagreed. Will the Senate vote on all the amend- 
ments together ? 

Mr. BRODERICK. 
ment will be read again. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It has been read. I object 

ading ita second time. 
Mr ERICK, I wantto acton the amentl- 


I hope the first amend- 





re-reading the amendment; and it-was decided in 
the negative. 

|| Mr. FITZPATRICK. Let the Secretary state 
|; each amendment as it is reached. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will state what the next amendment is, 

The Secretary. It is the amendment in re- 
| gard to surveys of the public land and private 
| land claims in California, reducing the appropri- 
ation from $103,000 to $43,000. 

Mr. BRODERICK. This is the amendment to 
| which | wished to call the attention of the Sen- 
| ate. The State of California has been cut off from 
| mail facilities, while, the House has increasod this 

appropriates to its original amount, $103,000. 
‘This was brought about by lobbying, as a mat- 
ter of course; and I understand that several Sen- 
ators took it upon themselves to lobby members 


| 
| 
| 


| 





















































omnes we 


a ee 






























1656 


omge- om -- we ——~——- 


ee 


SP eens 
a 


for the purpose of getting this appropriation in- || "Mr. KENNEDY. Iask for the yeas and nays. 
If they had performed the same labor || 


creased. 
in trying to save the mails to California, we 
should not be put to the trouble of objecting to 
this bill. I ask the Senate if the 


| 


wish to en- | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

| The question being put, the amendment was,| 

| receded from. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 


courage legislation of this Kind? If they do, and || now read the amendment in regard to the mail | 


a majority so decide, of course I must submit; | service on the Pacific. 


but I call the attention of Senators to this amend- 
ment more particularly. 


party of jobbers, 


Senate, if the minority party on the other side are | 


not disposed to aid me in doing it. Edo not want 
tu stand up here alone, and make this fight. 


to exhaust the time from now until twelve o’cloek ; 


but if he is not disposed to take the responsibility | times that I am afraid to send the bill back to the 


with me, I suppose | shall have to submit to the 
majority. 
amendment. ° 
The yeasand nays were ordered. 
Mr. BAYARD. 


passage of this bill, and I merely rise to say, that 


I do not wish to impede the | 


It is to ittcrease an | pensed with. We ail 
amount which the Senate reduced, and is fora || 1s. 
1 

I do not care about taking up the time of the || no objection, and the reading will be dispensed | 


} 


If | Senator from Virginia to agree to my motion, to 
| 5 14 y 
my colleague will aid me, I shall be very happy | ask for a conference on this amendment. 


I ask for the yeas and nays on this | ate. 


} 
| 
} 


Mr. GWIN. I open the reading will be dis- 
n 


ow whatthe amendment | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears | 


| 


with. 


Mr. YULEE. Now, I make the request of the 


Mr. HUNTER. I have told the Senatortwenty | 





House. I must submit the question to the Sen- 


Mr. GWIN. Ido not think there is the slight- 


j 


est danger of losing the bill by asking for a com- || 


mittee of conference on this amendment. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. There is no doubt but | 


if one amendment is excepted, it makes little dif- | that the service will be performed. 


ference whether another is or not; because you 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senate | 


. ° ° ' > > } > } 
must have a committee of conference on it, and if | recede from this amendment? 


the Senate except any amendment, I shall ask 


them not to recede from the amendment which | 
preston for the accommodation of the Supreme | 


Jourt. 


I think it a disgrace to Congress, when | 


we have provided ample accommodations for our- | 


selves, that a coérdinate branch of the Govern- 


ment should be left without suitable accommoda- | 


tions, especially as it can be done without actual |) son of New Jersey, Toombs, Trumbull, and Ward—25. 


cost 





| 


Mr. HUNTER. Will not the Senator let us | 


vote? | 
Mr. BAYARD. The Senator must excuse me. | 


I say it is proposed to be done without actual 
cost to the Government, and why should we not 
do it? a 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is: 
Will the Senate recede from this amendment?” | 
The Secretary will call the roll. 
Mr. HUNTER. I suppose the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Stupect} would vote to recede, 
and I should vote against it. He is absent, and 
I have paired off with him, and therefore do not 
vote, | 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 13; as follows: 
¥ EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, | 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpat- | 
rick, Green, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of | 
Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Teunessee, Jones, Lane, Mallory, | 
Mason, Reid, Rice, Thomson of New Jersey, Ward, and | 
Yulee —28. | 
NAYS—Mestrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doo. | 


Mr. BRODERICK. I hope the Senate will | 
give us the yeas and nays on that question. } 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being | 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Chesnut, Clay, Cling- 
man, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Houston, Hunter, | 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, | 
Jones, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Thom- 


NAYS—Mesers. Bell, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, Cam- | 


eron, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessen- | 
den, Foster,Gwin, Hale, Harlan, Kennedy, Lane, Seward, | 
Simmons, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—22. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the last | 
amendment. | 

Mr. HUNTER. That concludes the bill. | 

Mr. BRODERICK. I understand, from a Sen- | 
ator who was present when our second amend- | 
ment was acted on in the House of Representa- | 
tives, that it was agreed to. I have been so | 
informed also by the Representative from Califor- 
nia, [Mr. eens He has now gone to the | 
Clerk’s desk, in the House, for the purpose of | 
ascertaining the fact. 


by a large majority of the House. 


I believe the | 


| Senator from ‘Tennessee was present in the House || 


when the vote was taken, 
Mr. HUNTER. We can take no testimony | 


except what comes to us in the official papers. 


Mr. HUNTER. We can take no notice of it | 
unless the House send us a message in regard | 


little, Foster, Hale, Harlan, King, Seward, ‘Trumbull, |) 0 It. | 


Wade, and Wilsen—13. 
So the amendment was receded from. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on | 
the next amendment, to which the House has | 
disagreed. 

Mr. LANE. I feel a great deal aggrieved about | 
the mail service as wellas the Senator from Cal- | 
ifornia; and if he will agree that we vote upon all 
the amendments but that—just except that—we 
can have a distinct vote on that point. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I find myself in a very | 
small minority here, and, as that is the case, | | 
submit. . 

Mr. KENNEDY. I object to voting on all the 
amendments together. There is one that I want 
excepted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can 
indicate the one he wishes to except. 

Mr. KENNEDY. It is the amendment in re- 
gard to the State Papers. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 

| 


in regard to the mail service to the Pacific, and 
the amendment in regard to the State Papers, are 
excepted. The Chair will put the question on the 
remaining amendments together, if there be no 
objection. Will the Senate recede from them? 
he question being put, it was determined in 

the affirmative. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the amendment in regard to the State Papers. 

Mr. FITCH. There is no necessity for read- 
ing it. Although I reported it from the Commit- 
tee on Printing, I sliall feel constrained to vote for 
receding from it. If we adhere to one, we may 
as well adhere to all. 





Mr. BRODERICK. 


I merely call the atten- | 


| tion of the Senate to it, and, being a mistake, I | 


suppose it can be corrected at any time. [After | 
a pause.] I have been again informed, by the | 
Representative from California in the other 
House, that this amendment of the Senate was 
agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
state what the record from the House shows. 

The Secretary read: 

* Resolved, That the House disagree to the following 
amendments of the Senate, numbered 1, 2, &c.”? 


Mr. FITCH. I think the difficulty is capable | 
of very easy solution. The Senate amendment 


| 


| was agreed to, and afterwards reconsidered and 


| 


disagreed to. 
of the case. 
Mr. HUNTER. The bill is closed, I under- 
stand. I hope it will be enrolled, that it may get 
to the President in time to be signed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot 
= any notice of what has been said on the 
oor. 


I think that is precisely the state 





BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr, Henry, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had this day approved and 
signed an act for extending the laws and judicial 
system ofthe United States to the State of Oregon, 
and for other purposes. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following-enrolled bills, 





j 
1 


He says it was agreed to | 


ee 





March 3, 


which thereupon received the signat: 
Vice President: ae 
A bill (H. R. No. 886) to protect the timber 
growing upon lands of the Untted States reserved 
for military and other purposes; 
& bill (FR. R. No. 409) for the relief of con. 








|| gressional township No. 27, north of range No, 


| 6 east, in Wabash county, Indiana; 


| _ A bill (FD. R. C. C. No. 84) for the relief of 


|| Ferdinand Coxe; 


A bill (H. R. No. 534) for the relief of John 
Perry, of Illinois; 
A bil (H.R. No. 77) for the relief of Enoeh 
B. Talcott, late collector of customs at Oswego 
New York; . 
| A bill (FH. R. No. 863) for the relief of Luc 
| A. Wakefield, widow of Benjamin Wakefield, 


' 


| A bill (H. R. No. 441) for the relief of the gs. 


| signees of a Glenn; 


| A bill (H. R. No. 891) for the relief of Wi. 
| liam M. Harrison; 

| A bill (H. R. No. 888) making appropriationg 
| for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Yancton 
and Tonawanda Indians, for the year ending June 
30, 1860, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. No. 550) making appropriations 
for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., and pro- 
| viding for the erection and establishment of the 
| same, and for other purposes; and 
| A joint resolution (S. No. 88) in relation to the 





| second section of the act of Congress entitled 


‘*An act to provide for the location of certain con. 
| firmed private land claims in the State of Mis. 
| souri, and for other purposes.”’ 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message also announced that the President 

of the United States had, to-day, approved and 
signed the following ‘bills: 

| An aet making appropriations for the support 

— Army for the year ending the 30th June, 

1860; 

An act making appropriations for the legisla- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th June, 
1860; and 

An act to provide for the care and preservation 
of the works constructed by the United States 
| for bringing the Potomac water into the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown, for the supply of 
said water for all governmental purposes, and for 
| the uses and benefits of the inhabitants of said 
| cities, 








} 


} REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BRODERICK. There may be a mistake. || 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
| bill CH. R. No. 494) for the relief of William 
| Doty and others, asked to be discharged from 
| its further consideration; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 589) for the re- 
| lief of John Kelly, asked to be discharged from 
| its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John E. Caldwell, 
praying for relief for fines imposed by the Post- 
master General, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of R. J. Todd, prayin 
a reduction of the postage between the cities 0 
New York, Brooklyn, and Williamsburg, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred a resolution relative 
to the salary of the commercial agent at St. Mar- 
tin, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw frum the files 
of the Senate the petition and papers of Haym M. Salamon. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, it was 

Ordered, That Pierre Choteau have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That the Court of Claims be requested to return 
to the Senate the petition’and papers of Russell & Majors; 
and that the petitioners have leave to withdraw the same- 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
Mr. FITCH. I wish to call the attention of the 
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anne to the report made A the Committee on |) 


Printing, relative to the publication of certain || 
extra numbers of the mechanical and agricultural 
wortions of the Patent Office report. If it is de- 
ried that any number of these documents be 
rinted, the resolution reported a committee 
should be taken up and concurred in. I move to 
up. 

Ne noun was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 


i 
; 





number, ten thousand extra copies of the report of the Com- 
missioner of Patents on agriculture, for the year 1858, for 
gistribution by the Interior Department: Provided, That 
the aggregate number of pages contained in said report 
chall not exceed five hundred and sixty-eight, including ten 
pages of illustrations on wood : nd provided further, ‘That 
the entire amount of copy necessary to eomplete said re- 
port, including the drawings for the illustrations on paper, 
be placed in the hands of the Superintendent of Public 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: what has been done heretofore, and with the res- 


| from the special committee, two years ago. | 
| know, most of us know, thatsome of theseclerks | Mr. TRUMBULL. 


165 


ee 
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pathy for these clerks. I hope the Senate will | result was, that neither the one nor the other waa 

grant them this small pittance. The resolution | voted. Now, I de not care to make any opposi- 
which I propose is exactly in accordance with | tion to this allowance, but I will suggest to the 

Senate that there are no less than three positive 

laws forbidding it, passed within the last five 
ears, 


olutions reported by the Senator from Louisiana 


That being the case, I 


are very poor. think the Senate will hardly undertake to violate 


To my own knowledge, one of 


| them, whose name | will not mention, has not | the law, and that isan end of the question, I 
| money to pay hisexpenses home. After along | have no more to say about it. 
Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual || Session the case is different. 


I take it the Sen- 
ate wiil not violate an act of Congress by a reso- 
lution of this kind. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It has been decided once 


Then there is some 

reason for not giving them extra pay; but at the 
end of a short session there is great propriety in 
doing it; itamounts to but a small sum; and I | before at the Department that they will not pay 
hope the Senate will de me this favor for the ben- || money under such resolutions. 

‘efit of these clerks. | Mr. CLAY. | move to lay the resolution on 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will | the table. 

read the resolution. Mr. JONES. I should like to read to the Sen- 





printing on or before the ist day of May next. 


Mr. HALE. I hope the resolution will not Resolved, Thatthe clerks employed by the standing com- | 


prevail. If we abandon the idea of printing these || Printing, and Claims, shall receive, at the close of this ses” 
documents for gratuitous distribution by members sion, an extra compensation equal to their per diem for sixty 
of Congress, as has been the custom heretofore, [|| days. 
see no reason why ten thousand should be printed, || Mr, JONES. 
and deposited in the Patent Office, to be distrib- || eleven clerks, I believe, who, under this resolu- 
uted by the Commissioner, | tion, will receive sixty days’ pay. 

Mr. FITCH. I have no wish in the matter, || The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


| 


I will only state that there are || 


and care not what is done with the resolution; but | ask for the present consideration of the resolu- 
the report may be called for by agriculturists; and, || tion? 
if it be printed, and placed in the hands of the Mr. JONES. Ido. 


Commissioner of Patents, they will know where The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears | 
to procure It. no objection. 

Mr. WILSON. I understand that the House aad Senators. I objeet. 
of Representatives have already ordered two hun- || Mr, MASON. | ask if there wasa similar res- 
dred thousand copies to be printed. | olution passed at the last session? 

Mr. FITCH. I do not know what number Mr. JONES. There was at the last short ses- 
ba ny " = printed. i hate ' sion—not at the long session. TI will say to my 

Mr. bi . 0 not see much advantage |! friend from Virginia, that it is precisely in ac- || 
in this resolution, under the action of the House | cordance with the report of the committee of which || 
of Representatives. It restricts the printing of || the Senator from Louisiana was chairman. 
the Patent Office report to a a eee | _Mr. TRUMBULL. I object to the considera- 
the Senate. We cannot control the House of || tion of the resolution. 


tepresentatives; the Flouse have already ordered, | Mr. JONES. You cannot, my dear friend. I 
] think, the publication of two hundred thousand ! offered it on the last day of the last session. 


copies of the agricultural, and one hundred thou- Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘It was not adopted. 

sand of the mechanical portion of the report. If |; Mr, JONES. But I call it up now. I hope 
both Houses would agree to abandon the publi- || the Senate will take it up. I have been a clerk, 
cation altogether, I think it would be wiser to do |/ and I feel for these clerks. One of them fought 
so, for in my view, the benefit is not commensu- bravely in Mexico, and was wounded three or 
rate with the expense; but until both Houses || four times. 

agree to abandon it, there is no use of increasing || The question being taken; there were, on a di- 
the expense by having an enormous number of || vision—ayes 19, noes 15. 

copies published by the House, and the same || po the Senate proceeded to consider the follow- 
book published in different form by the Senate for | ing resolution, submitted by Mr. Jones at the 
distribution by the Interior Department, which last session: | 
will require, of course, additional pay for compo- Resolved, That the clerks of the standing committces of |! 
sition, or,at all events, a different arrangement || the Senate who are temporary, be continued for sixty days | 








and increased expense. I think the resolution || after the close of the present session. 
useless, unless it can be made a joint resolution. || Mr. JONES. I modify the resolution by strik- 
Mr. FITCH. It is well known to the Senate, | ing out all after the word ‘* Resolved,” and in- 

that resolutions of this character for printing are || serting: 

never Jomet resolutions. The resolutions are ee | That the clerks employed by the standing committees of 
a by the separate committees of the two || the Senate, except the clerks to the Committees on Fi- 
louses, and the printing is done for the use of || nance, Printing, and Claims, shall receive, at the close of || 
the respective Houses. Under the old law there || this session, an extra compensation equal to their per diem | 


would be double composition. Under the law as || ! Si*t¥ days. 

it will exist at the next session, and I trust ever Mr. TRUMBULL. t 
thereafter, there cannot be double composition. Senate that it la in accordance with rule to give 
The Commissioner of Patents usually asks for a | this sixty days’ extra pay. I should like to hear 
certain number to distribute himself, or under the || that rule read. _ t 1 
auspices of the Secretary of the Interior. If the |; 2° such rule exists. I think that when we revised 
Senate chooses to grant his request they can do || the rules on this subject, a few years ago, there | 
so. We have not provided for the printing of |) Was a resolution adopted, allowing sixty deys’ || 
any for members of the Senate. Whether we || pay; but the Senator from Louisiana—l am glad || 
print any, however, as I have already remarked, || to see him in his seat now—can tell whether it 
is a matter of perfect indifference to me. | was intended as a permanent arrangement. Many 


It has been stated to the | 





The resolution was rejected. of these clerks have had very little to do during 
the session of Congress. Certainly it was no 
COMMITTEE CLERKS, | 


part of the Senator’s report that there should be | 
Mr. JONES. I am very desirous of doing a || a permanent ailowance of this kind at every short 
| 


kind act to faithful clerks who have served the | session. 

committees, and I call up nowa resolution which || Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator will permit 
I offered on the last day of the last session, and || me, I will state the facts. When the special com- 
submit, as a substitute for it, the one which I || mittee reported upon tiris subject, it was proposed | 





send to the Chair. 1 wish to say that this reso- || to place the clerks of committees upon some per- 
lution is in precise accordance with the report || manent footing, and provide that, at the short ses- 
made by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. - || sion, they should be engaged under the under- || 
standing that they should‘have sixty days’ extra || 
pay at the end of the session; that that should be 
the permanent rule for paying them. The clerks | 
declined that arraagement, and made opposition | 
here in the Senate, through the chairmen of their | 
several committecs, every one of them struggling | 
to be made a permanent officer of the Senate. The 


JAMIN] at the last session butone. The rule pre- 
scribed at that time provides that committee clerks 
may be continued after the short session and re- 
celve pay for sixty days. Their pay will then 
amount to less than nine hundred dollars per 
anoum; less than the pay of our messengers. I 
have been a clerk myself, and | feel a great sym- 


| 


‘The Secretary read it, as follows: | ate 


| because I presume it will 


| 
| 
Il am not aware of it, and I think | 


| no explanation. 


| estimate is on the table. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. By general con- 
sent the Senator may proceed, 

Mr. JONES. On the 13th of March, 1857, the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Sue.) submitted 
this resolution: 


** Resolved, That the clerks of those committees which 
have been discontinued shall be entitled to receive a com- 
pensation for sixty days after the adjournment of the Ben- 
ate, at six dollars per day.”’ 


On the 14th of March— 


‘*The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Stipe un yesterday, making an allowance to 
clerks of committees; and, the resolution having been 
amended, on the motion of Mr. Stipen., was agreed to, as 
tollows : 

** Resolved, That the clerks employed by the standing 
committees of the Senate, except the clerks of the Commit- 
tees on Finanee, Printing, and Claims, including those com- 
mittees which have been discontinued by the partial adop- 


| tion of the report of the special committee, submitted on 


the 17th February, 1857, shall receive, at the close of this 
session, an extra compensation equal to the amount of their 
per diem for sixty days.”’ 

That was adopted; and if it was not paid then 
it will not be, perhaps, now; but I presume it 
must have been paid then. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on the motion of the Senator from Alabama, that 
| the motion do lie on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
MECHANICAL REPORT. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


_ Indiana (Mr. Fircn] some time since called up a 
| resolution. from the Committee on Printing, in 
| relation to” printing the agricultural part of the 
| Patent Office reports. 


por There is alsoa resolution 
in regard to printing the mechanical part of the 
Patent Office report, which the Chair supposes 


| was intended to be called up at the same time. If 


there be no objection, the Chair will call it up 
now. 

Mr. FITCH. I do not propose to call it up, 

Silow the fate of the 

other report, and be laid on the table. 

Mr. HALE. I move to lay it on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is already on 
the table. 

Mr. HALE. I move to let it lie there. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis already there, 
and will lie there, unless it be taken up. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope we shall take a vote on 
it. It had better be acted on. 

Mr. HALE. Very well. I have no objection. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the follow- 


| ing resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 


| number, ten thousand extra copies of the annual report of 


the Commissioner of Patents on arts and manufactures, 


| for the year 1858, for the Interior Department, for the pur- 
| poses of official distribution, with the plates and draw 
| necessary to illustrate each subject. 


Mr. FITCH. I presume the resolution needs 


It has been explained two or 
three times. It is simply to place these volumes 
at the disposal of the Devirileent, ost at the dis- 
posal of the members of the Senate, 

Mr. MASON. Can the Senator tell what the 


| cost of the ten thousand copies will be? 


Mr. FITCH. I do not know exactly. The 


I will remark that hith- 
erto there have been from thirty to fifty thousand 
volumes of this work published by the Senate. 
The committee did not deem it advisable to pub- 
lish that large number; neither did they deem 
themselves at liberty to so far depart from the 
usual custom, a custom now of years’ standing 
on the part of the Senate, as to report in favor 


Jenene van ripe 


‘ie 


i 
7 
oe 
- 
a 
ce 
st 


jeri est, ee 
MS 
> 


nt Ae ne oh 0 thle wn 


ae 
ne wlan eat 


bf 


os 


3 


ae 


= ae 











1658 


of printing no extra numbers, especially asa res- 
olution in relation to the propriety "Gecaan 
extra numbers was referred to them. e were 
met with difficulty in making any report on the 
subject of the mechanical part of the Patent Office 
report, a difficulty growing out of the adoption 
of a resolution at the last session, limiting the 
number of pages, and limiting the report to one 
velume. That resolution has not been rescinded ; 
but, not being a law, it was not regarded by the 
Commissioner. We withheld any report for some 
considerable time, and finally made this. It is 
for the Senate to say whether they will adopt it 
or not. 
The resolution was rejected. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message fromthe President of the United 
States, by Mr. Henry, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had this day approved and 
signed the following acts: 

An act to provide for the final settlement of the 
land claim of the persons claiming as heirs of, or 
under Jehu Underwood, as purchasers or other- 
wise, to certain lands in Florida, and to confirm 
the title to the proper owner or owners; 

An act for the relief of Edward Ingersoll; and 

An act for the relief of James A. Glanding. 


APPOINTMENT OF MESSENGER. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the following res- 
olution, heretofore submitted by him, was taken 
up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant. at-Arms be authorized to 
employ a person in the service of the Senate in the place of 
and at the same compensation as IH. J. Ragan. 


GOVERNOR STEVENS’S REPORT. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred the motion to print Gov- 
ernor Stevens’s final report of his survey and ex- 
ploration of the rorthern route for a railroad from 
the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean, reported 
in favor of printing it; which was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Atven, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the enrolled bill making ap- 
propriations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30th June, 1860; and 
it was signed by the Vice President. 


GOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish to call 
up a resolution | offered last night, in regard to 
reform in the expenditures of the Government, Jt 
is a short resolution, and will require no discus- 
sion. I move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘The noise is so great that I 
could not hear it read. Let it be read again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
Rick in the chair.) The Chair will suspend all 
business until order is restored. The Clerk will 
read the resolution again. 

The Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. BELL. I move to amend the resolution 
by adding: 

And that they inquire into, and report the causes which 


have contributed niainly to this increase of expenditure, and 
the remedy. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
the amendment. 

Mr. BELL. Very well. 

Mr. CAMERON. I offer this resolution as an 
amendment: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed 
by the Chair, whose duty it shall be to ascertain whether 
any frauds or malfeasance have been practiced to the in- 
jury ot the public interests, in the execution of the law au- 
thorizing the printing of blanks for the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and that they have power to sit during the recess of 
Congress, and to send for persons and papers, and to report 
al the next session of Congress. 

Mr. MASON. Does that contemplate a com- 
mittee to sit in the recess of Congress? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It does. 

Mr.MASON. That isa sufficient reason with 
meé to vote against it. 

Mr. JONES. While gentlemen are preparing 
their amendments, I ask unanimous consent to 
make a report and call up a bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is it the pleas- 


I will accept 


ure of the Senate to receive the report of the Sen- |i 
Ff 


atur from Town? ["' No obfection ") 
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COLONEL HARRIS’S WIDOW. 

Mr. JONES. 1am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 887) granting a pension to Mary J. 
Harris, widow of Colonel Thomas L. Harris, to 
report it back and recommend its passage, and I 
hope the Senate willact onthe billnow. Itisa bill 
to pension the widow of Colonel Harris, who lost 
his health in Mexico, and whose death was an- 
nounced so eloquently afew days since. His case 
is known to all the world. I will state, in addi- 
| tion to what has been said in relation to that gal- 
lant man, that his family are in destitute circum- 
stances, as I am well informed and believe. Itis 


}an act of cherity to this family, and I hope the | 


Senate will pass the bill. 


| The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Does the Sen- | 


ator from Tennessee yield ? 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
pose, and none other. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill, the object of which 
| 1s to place the name of Mrs. Harris on the invalid 


For that pur- 


| pension roll at the rate of $30 a month, from No- | 


| vember 25, 1858, to continue during her widow- 

hood. 

| Mr. CLAY. 
ort. 

Mr. JONES. There is no special report made 
in thiscase. ‘The history of the country is a suf- 
ficent report, and that history was given to the 

| House and Senate ashort time since by the Rep- 
resentatives from I]linois, in both Houses of Con- 
; gress. Nobody can be ignorant of the character 
| of Major Harris, no one can be ignorant of the 


I ask for the reading of the re- 


| fact that he lost his health in the service of his | 
| country in Mexico, and that he has not been well | 


for a single day since he came from that war. This 
| family is one of the most interesting families I 
| have ever known in my life. ‘They are poor, and 
| he has left no means of supporting them. [hope 
| that will be sufficient. 
| mously, with one exception, instructed me to re- 
port back this bill. 
Mr. CLAY. Itisa very ungracious and a very 
| unpleasant thing to object to a pension bill, es- 
pecially when the pension is for the family of an 
| eminent and excellent man, suchas I believe Mr. 
| Harris was. 1 entertain a high respect for him, 
| both asa manand a statesman; but, sir, if he had 
| not been associated with this Congress, and had 
| not been esteemed in both respects as a public and 
| private citizen, such a bill as this would receive no 
| countenance in either House of Corfgress. Mr. 
| 


Harris did not die in the military service. I be- 
lieve he had been ten years, at least, out of that 
service. He had not been in the military service 
of the country, except in the war with Mexico. 
| There is no evidence \lans this body, and, as far 
as I am advised, there was no evidence adduced 
in the other House, that he died of disease con- 
tracted in the military service of the country. We 
are establishing a precedent in this case which 
will be abused hereafter—a precedent which, as 
far as | am advised and believe, has no parallel in 
the pension laws. Hence | cannot vote for the 
| bill; and I must oppose it. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. I willstate,and itis my duty 
| to state, that | know my honorable friend from 
| Alabama would not oppose this bill if he knew 
| the circumstances in this case as I do. 
Mr. CLAY. Well, L will object to the second 
| reading of the bill, and that will put an end to it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
rRicK In the chair.) Then, the bill lies over under 
the rule. The bill has been reported to-day, and 


| has been read twice, and, under the rule, the Sen- | 


| ator is entitled to object to the third reading. 
Mr. SHIELDS. One objection will not pre- 
vail. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. One objection 
| will carry it over. 
| Mr. CLAY. Certainly it does. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is on 


over one day, if objected to. 
Mr. CLAY: 
one day. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
was referred. 
| Mr. CLAY. No; it was not. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. 
less it was read twice. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


GLOBE. 


SSE 


The committee unani- | 


| its third reading, and, under the rule, has to lie | 
It cannot be read three times in| 


It was read twice before it | 


It could not be referred un- | 
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say that it was read twice before it was refe 
_ to the eommittee; but it has been reported to-da 


mee all reports have to lie over one day under the 
rule. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. ButI was goin 
the question has been put and the b 
| for consideration, whether that is not waived? ]f 

the Senator had objected, at the time the re sor 

was made, to its consideration, it mighthave . ; 
_ effectual; but the question having been distinctly 

put to the Senate whether or not they would md 
ceed to the consideration of this bill, and thet 
having been carried, and the bill taken up and 
under consideration, the time for objecting had 
elapsed. 

Mr. CLAY. That certainly makes no differ. 
ence. Il was not aware that the bill was up, or | 
would have objected to it. Several friends of the 
measure were well advised that I would object to 
it. Ido not know whether when they took itup 
they were aware of my absence or not. 

Mr. JONES. I was not apprised of that. I 
thought he had yielded because the friends of this 
widow had gone to im; but after the Senate 
| unanimously agreed to take it up, the Senate hag 
|| waived the rule. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under the rule 
| as generally considered on these motions to take 
up bills, one objection will carry it over; and even 
after it is read, under the rules, one objection has 
| the right to postpone the bill. The Chair thinks 
the objection well taken by the Senator from 
Alabama. 

Mr. JONES. With all the deference in the 
world for the Chair, I appeal from the decision, 
and ask the Senate to overrule it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state the question. The question is, whether 
the Senate has a right to proceed to the consider- 
ation of a bill now under consideration, when it 
is objected to by a Senator? 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am not sufficiently ac- 
| quainted with the parliamentary rules to under- 
stand the point exactly. This bill has been read 
| on a former occasion, referred to the Committee 
| on Pensions, and now reported back by that com- 
mittee. The honorable Senator who reported it, 
| asked the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
put this bill on its passage, to consider it now, 
That was the question: to consider the bill now, 
| it having already been twice read on a former 
| day. The unanimous consent of the Senate was 
| given to consider the bill now, at this time, That 
| was the question when the honorable Senator in- 
terposed his veto. Now, sir, I want to know, 
when the body has given its unanimous consent 
to consider this billat this time, whether one Sen- 
| ator can interpose his veto, and stop it ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| will state the question to the Senate. The Sen- 
| ator has stated the case correctly upon the report- 
| ing the bill to the Senate this morning. The Sen- 
| ator asked leave to reporta bill, and it was re- 
| ported; and he then asked the Senate to proceed 
| to the consideration of the bill. The Chair de- 
| termines that that does not preclude the right of 
| a Senator to object to its reading. The’Senate 

may take up a bill, amend it, discuss it, and still 
| a Senator has the right to object to its third read- 
| ing. It results, therefore, if the Senator from 
| Alabama avails himself of the rules, he has the 
| right to exclude the bill from being-read to-day. 
' 
! 


to ask, after 
ill taken y 


| 





From that opinion an appeal is taken. The ques- 
tion now is, whether the opinion of the Chair 
shall stand as the judgment of the Senate? 
| Mr. JONES. Before I press my appeal, | 
| will ask to have the rule read which governs this 
/case. J do not know what it is myself exactly. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. While the rule is being looked 
| for, if the President will permit me, I will state 
| that perhaps one element has been omitted in the 
statement of the Chair, I know, unintentionally; 
and that is, the honorable Senator from Lowa, in 
|| presenting the bill, took the vote of the Senate— 
for it amounts to that, when the concurrence of 
the Senate isgiven—that the billbe read now; that 
that was‘settled before the honorable Senator 
from Alabama had entered the Senate. After the 
Senate has determined that the bill shall be taken 
'| up and considered now, can the honorable Sen- 


ator come in then and interpose an objection? © 
The PRESIDING OFF ICER. The Chair will 


state to the Senator from Minnesota that the ques- 


fon subnritet! t fire Benaté was, whether the 
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Senate should proceed to the consideration of the | and I wish to state a sufficient reason why it | my opinion as to the disease of which this gentle- 
iil? The Chair holds that it is competent to pro- || should not do so. Now, sir, this rule is imper- |! man died. L offered testimony that I believed that 
i || ative: the disease had occurred in the service, and that 


ceed to the consideration of the bill. 
Mr. TOOMBs. |! hope the Senate will adhere | ** And all other resolutions shall lie on the table one day || | knew the place and the time. My word was 
‘|| taken there. I was not examined as a witness 


wo the rules. The Chair has decided according to | for consideration, and also reports of committees.” 
‘he daily and universal practice of this body. The || The rule says that it shall lie on the table. |) before our committee. I suppose my word would 
pill is read for the information of the Senate, and || Hence, to overcome that rule, it must require the |} be taken on ihe same point here. This officer 
an attempt to cut off that rule is simply an attempt 1 unanimous consent of the Senate. I say that it |) served under me; he contracted the disease of 
‘take a snap judgment, that is all. Itis against || does not obviate the rule at all, nor take away || which he died under me, in my opinion, and I 
ai] former practice. the objection that it was not made at the time |) would have testified that anywhere. 1 believed 
“Mr. JONES. I have asked for the reading of || that the Senate agreed to take up the bill. The || that, these two points being established, the hon- 
che rule. If my friend from Georgia will show gentleman who moved to take up this bill, and all |! orable Senator would support me. 
me such a rule as that I will give it up. || those especially interested in it, knew that Lwas |} Mr. POLK. I do not wish to interrupt 
The Secretary read as follows: | opposed to it. I told them [ could not permit it || Mr. CLAY. I merely wish to say this, in re- 
« And all other resolutions shall lie on the table one day || to pass, because I thought it was violative of all ply to the Senator from MinneSota. It is pos- 
for consideration, and also reports of committees.” || principle, and would be a precedent that might be || sible that the Senator is right. I may have said 
Mr. IVERSON. This is the rule: || greatly abused. After I left the Senate, when I || nothing more than that, though my impression 
«9g, Every bill shall receive three readings ; and the Pres- || WaS not here to make my objection, it was taken || was that I stated to every one that I would ob- 
ide nt shall give notice at each whether it be the first, sec- | Up; the gentleman who made the motion, or re- || ject. lwas spoken to by three or four others, be- 
ond, or third; which readings shall be on three differeut || ported the bill, knowing I would oppose it. Why, || ‘sides the Senator himself. 
days, unless the Senate unanimously direct otherwise.”’ | sir, if the practice be tolerated, the rule of the || Mr. SHIRLDG.- Notby we.-Baowsieanennls 
Mr. CLAY. The Senator misapprehends the || Senate may be violated at any time. | ance with my promise to the Senator from Mis- 
point. lt is that the bill is reported to-day, and Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President—— souri, {Mr. Potx,] move to lay the appeal on 
cannot be acted on if a Senator objects. , || Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator || the table, with the intention of voting against it. 
Mr. IVERSON, It cannot be read three times || permit me to say a word? ; Mr. JONES. I merely wish to make a per- 
vient eee Se. ‘ Mr. BAYARD. Ihave but a simple remark to || sonal explanation tothe gentleman from Alabama, 
Mr. SHIELDS. Will the Secretary give me || make, to presentmy view. ‘This isan important || that I really did not know that he was out of the 
that rule? I understand it very differently. This || regulation of the practice. Whether the rule of || Senate when I called up the bill. [had been to 
is the rule under which this objection is made: || the Senate is a wise one which prevents our ac- || the President with an enrolled bill, and run back 
«Every bill shall receive three readings previous to its || tion, or retards the will of a majority, on the day || as soon as I could,and asked that the bill be 
being passed.”? | on which a report is made, lam not prepared to || taken up, without knowing he was out. 
Mr. KING. Oh, no; that is not it. || Say. Itis the rule. Then the question is about || Mr. TOOMBS called for the yeas and nays, 
Mr. SHIELDS. If it be the other rule, then, || the dispensation of that rule when objection is || and they were ordered; and being taken resulted 
sir, the honorable Senator from Alabama is clearly || made. | have no doubt, when a billisasked to be |! —yeas 25, nays 19; as follows: © 
wrong, in my Opinion, because if it be that the | taken up, and a vote is taken, that, of course, no || ypas—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brown, Chesnut, 
report of a committee cannot be considered upon || objection could afterwards be interposed. My || Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fessenden, Green, Iverson, Jobn- 
the day upon which the report is made, that ques- || recollection of the practice is, however, that when || son of Arkansas, Johnson of Teanessee, King, Lane, Mal- 
tion was decided by the Senate. That is pre- || you take upa bill—no objection being made—but | sony, Monee, Fenton, Fo nee, Pome: Seaaee 
cisely the position the honorable Senator from || without any vote whatever being taken in refer- ||" jays—Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler, 
lowa was in when he asked the consent of the |} ence to that bill, and a member comes in after- || Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fitch, Foot, Foster, 
Senate to consider the bill. At that stage one vote || wards, he has not waived the right of objection, || Hale, Jones, Kennedy, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Trum- 
would prevent the consideration of the bill; but || because no vote has ordered it to be taken up; no ae and Wade—19. or : 
the honorable Senator asked the consent of the || vote could order it to be taken up; and, until some So the appeal from the decision of the Chair 
Senate to its consideration. It was given. The 


action by the Senate in reference to the matter, || Was laid on the table. 
object of asking that was to ascertain whether || the right of objection under the rule is not preclu- | GOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES. 
there was one man in the body who would object || ded. My recollection is, that frequently bills have | ie 
to it. If there was one man, then it could not be || been taken up in that mode, private bills more || C n motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
considered. As there was not one Senator who || particularly than any other; and that, after they | the Senate resumed the consideration of the fol- 
objected it was taken up for consideration. Now, 


were taken up, a member has made the objection, 
sir, can one Senator afterwards interpose a simi- 





| 
| 








|| lowing resolution: 
and they were compelled to lie over. | . Tome. Fae the President of the United States be, and 
lar objection, having lost the benefit of an objec- || Mr. POLK. 1 move to lay the appeal on the || Sosduies Hasan oe eas he tapaab 
tion at the proper time ? table. | itures for the Government to the. Thirty Sixth Congress, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | Mr. SHIELDS. I will ask the honorable Sen- |) upon a basis not exceeding $50,000,000 per annum, exclu- 

restate the question. The Chair determines that || ator from Missouri to withdraw the motion, to || *!v¢ 4 the public debt, and the interest thereon. 
the day on which a bill is reported it is required allow me to make a remark. The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
to be postponed for one day, if objected to by any Mr. POLK. Will the Senator renew it? | ator from Tennessee [Mr. Bet] offer an amend- 
Senator. He decides that itis competent for the Mr. SHIELDS. I will; but I shall vote against || ment to that resolution? 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of a bill, || it. I rise now not to discuss the point of order, Mr. BELL. I propose the amendment which 
that they consider it, discuss it, and amend it; | but, with the permission of the Chair and Senate, || I send to the Chair. I learned from the Secre- 
and when the reading of the bill is called for and || to reply to the insinuation made by the Senator || tary that there were other amendments pending. 
any Senator objects to its reading, it is not in or- || from Alabama. That insinuation is this, if | un- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair. will 
der to have it read, and it is required to lie over || derstood the honorable Senator aright: that, in his || state that that was not the resolution supposed to 
one day. From that opinion an appeal is taken, || absence, the friends of this bill, taking advantage || be under consideration. The resolution now be- 
and the question is: ‘* Shall the decision of the | of his absence, knowing he was opposed to the || fore the Senate is the one offered by the Senator 
Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate?”’ | bill, availed themselves of that occasion to call it || from Tennessee more recently. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 will only add that the de- || up. Mr. BELL. 1 want to hear that resolution. 
cision of the Chair is in conformity with all past | Mr. CLAY. No, sir; 1 did not say that was |} The PRESIDINGOFFICER. It will be read 
practice of the Senate. || the case; but I stated that the rule might be abused 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must be permitted to ex- | 
press a doubt whether it is in accordance with 
the past practice. I understand that it is compe- 


tent for a person to object to its consideration || 


when the question is propounded; but in this | 
case the bill was taken up for action, Ly order of | 
the Senate, before objection was made. I under- 


stand it to be waived by taking itup. An objec- || 


tion could have postponed it before it was taken 
up; but, being taken up by order of the Senate, | 
I think it could not. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Did not the Senator from In- 
diana move to lay the appeal on the table ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I made no motion. [ only | 
stood by the position of the Chair, which was, | 
that if any one Senator objected to the consider- 
ation of a question — to the Senate by a | 


report on the same day made, it must necessarily | 
lie over. 


the Senator to this fact: ani objection was not made | 
until the Senate, by a vote, had taken up the bill. 
Mr. BRIGHT. " If it was taken up by a vote 
of the Senate, that alters the case. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. - That is the case precisely. 


by taking advantage of the absence of a member. 


‘| I did state that it was known, I believed, to the | 
_immediate friends of this measure, who were | 
pressing it, that | would object to it; for applica- | 


tion had been made to me last night and this 
| morning not to interpose an obiection; but I stated 
| that I must and would do so. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am very happy to hear the 
| honorable Senator recall those unpleasant expres- 
| sions. 

Mr. CLAY. I did not make the insinuation 
atall. I stated the fact as an illustration of how 
the rule might be abused. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Iam a friend of this bill. I 
had a conversation with the honorable Senator. 
The only words which passed between us were 





family or the widow of this deceased officer were 


was the only conversation that passed between 


us. Sir, so far from believing the honorable Sen- || 


ator would oppose the bill, after | had satisfied 


again for the information of the Senator. The 
| Secretary will first read the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Tennessee. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is to 
insert at the end of the resolution: ; 
| And that the committee also inquire into, and report, the 
|| causes which have mainly contributed to the great increase 
| of the public expenditures. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I would barely 
| suggest that that amendment does not seem en- 
| tirely germane to the resolution. I have no ob- 
| jection, however, to accepting the amendment; 
| but I think if the information is obtained and 





these: that honorable Senator asked me if the | 


|| presented to the country, as proposed by the 
| amendment, it will be ascertained where the larg- 
|| est proportion of the expenditures have rami 
I think it will be traced back to Congress, as well 
as to the other departments. I have no objection 
to the amendment, if the Senator thinks 1% ger- 


|| in reduced circumstances; and, if he will recollect, | mane to the resolution, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will call the attention of || I answered, yes, in my opinion, they were. That |, 


Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to have the ori- 
| ginal resolution read. 

| Mr. BELL. I was not aware of the position 
|| of the resolution. I understand that my amend- 


him, as | believed, on that point, 1 thought he | ment is not appropriate to it. I wish the Secre- 


would support thesbill. I was called before the 
Mr. CLAY. {t dees not alter the case at all; || committee of the House as a witnevs to testify | 


| tary would read it. 
7 he Secretary read it. 
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Mr. BELL. I have no amendment to offer to | 
that. 

Mr. GREEN. 
ment: 

Provided, The same can be done without injury to the 
public service. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS. The amendment which is just 
offered—which, it strikes me, is eminently proper 
—shows how impossible it is to decide before- 
hand what amount of money may be required. It | 
will remain merely as an invitation to the Exec- 
utive Departments to do that which it is their 
duty to do without invitation, and would be sug- 
gestive of advice on the part of the Senate which 
they have not asked, which would only be effect- 
ive upon them if they were not required to do it 
without any advice. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I merely wish 
to say—for it is not my intention to consume the 
time of the Senate—that the two resolutions ori- 


I move the following amend- 


ginaliy introduced were based upon the proposi- || 


tions of the President himself. We must all be 
satisfied that the retrenchment of the expendi- 
tures of this Government can never be carried 
out, as recent experiments prove conclusively, 
unless the Executive and the heads of Depart- | 
ments take the lead in this work. 
as Jam concerned, to hold them to the indications 
thrown out to the country, that the expenditures 
of the Government can be reduced. I cansee no | 
objection to the laying downanyamountas a basis 
on which an estimate shall be made. They will 
make it on that basis, and indicate, at the same | 
time, that thid or that Department may want more 
than it authorizes them to make; and, of course, 
they will submit their regular estimates. This | 
resolution will show what the expenditures will 
be by making $50,000,000, exclusive of the public 
debt and the interest thereon, the basis of the es- | 
timates to the next Congress of the United States. 
| hope the resolution will be adopted. It cando 
no earthly harm, and may do a great deal of good. 
It will do good thus far: it puts the Executive, 
and those who have assumed to the country that 
there can be retrenchment and that it ought to be 
commenced, in the lead; and, as faithful repre- 
sentatives of the States and people, let us give | 
them all the aid we can. 


The resolution was adopted—ayes twenty-one, | 


noes not counted. 


| 
BILL BECOME A LAW. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


I want, so far |). 
; | sider the vote by which the Senate disagreed to 


|, be published. 


erence to the Patent Office reports, are now upon 
the table? 

Mr. CLAY. I can tell the Senator that they 
were acted on this morning. 






L GLOBE, 





Mr. FESSENDEN. What has been done with | 


them? 
Mr. CLAY. The Senate determined, by a large 
majority, not to print them. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


move the reconsideration of those votes. 


taken? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
not object. 
| called about it. 


Well, Mr. President, I | 
Mr. GREEN. Were youin when the vote was | 


Yes; I was in, and did — 
Nobody rose, and no division was | 


Mr. GREEN. I understood the Senator to say | 


that he was not in. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
were acted upon. 
this morning. 
table. 


It was since the Senate met 
I think they were laid upon the 


I was here when they | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the im- | 


| pression of the Chair. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. What has been done with | 


them ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary | 


informs the Chair that they were not agreed to. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I move to recon- 


the reports. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator include both reports? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir; and I will state 


| my reason, for I suppose the Senate may as well 
| test it. p 
agreed to the report unquestionably was, that —_ | 


The ground upon which the Senate dis- 


supposed the franking privilege would be abo 
ished, 
only asmall number. It is very proper that there 
should be some for distribution, if the work is to 
There is to be only one compo- 


The reports of the committee provide for | 


sition, and that composition is to be gone through | 


with, and the book is to be published, under the 
order of the House. It provides for but a small 
number; and as it is now very clear] 
the franking privilege will remain, 


settled that | 
think it is | 


proper that they should be published, and that a | 


reasonable number of them should be given to the | 


Senate for distribution. I make the motion to 
reconsider; and if it is agreed to, I shall move to 
amend the resolution of the committee by hav- 
ing them distributed by Senators as usual. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is moved to 


A message from the President of the United ‘ reconsider the vote by which the Senate disagreed 


States, by Mr. Henry, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had this day approved and 
signed a joint resolution in relation to the second 
section of the act of Congress entitled * An act 
to provide for the location of certain confirmed | 
private land claims in the State of Missouri, and | 
for other purposes.”’ 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. l 
Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, to whom was referred the memorial of | 
the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company, 
praying that the State of Wisconsin may not be 
released from its indebtedness to the United States 
for moneys received from the sale of the canal | 
lands, without provision being made to protect 
the rights of the company; also, three memorials 
of the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, | 
praying the adoption of such measures as will 


secure to that State the amount due from the sale || 


of public lands therein; and a joint resolution (S. | 
No, 13) in relation to certain liabilities assumed 
by the State of Wisconsin, submitted a report on 
the subject; which was ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. STUART, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of all business re- | 
ferred to them, and not heretofore acted on, 
On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 


-_ of the Senate the petition and papers of Gilbert & Ger- | 
risk, 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Distriet of Colum- | 


bia be discharged from all subjects-referred to that commit- 
tee, and net reported. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to inquire if the 





to the reports on printing, 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Now, I call for the read- 
| ing of the report of the committee on the agricul- 
tural portion of the Patent Office report. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 
number, ten thousand extra copies of the report of the 
| Commissioner of Patents on agriculture, for the year 1858, 

for distribution by the Interior Department: Provided, That 

the aggregate number of pages contained in said report, 

shall not exceed five bundred and sixty-eight, including 
| ten pages of illustrations on wood: 4nd provided, further, 
That the entire amount of copy necessary to complete said 
report, including the drawings for the illustrations on paper, 
be placed in the hands of the Superintendent of 
Printing on or before the Ist day of May next. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
olution by increasing the number to twenty thou- 
| sand; and I make that motion. That is the first 

amendment; and my design, then, is, to give 
fifteen thousand to the Senate, for distribution. 
That is a small number compared to what we 
used to print. 
Mr. CLAY. I should like to have the yeas 
/ and nays-on that proposition. 
| am opposed to increasing the number. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well. 
| ator insists on it, let it stand as it is, 
Mr. CLAY. 
posed to publishing them at all. 
public money. 


If the Sen- 


It is a waste of 


Mr. FESSENDEN. They are to be published | 


under the order of the House. 

Mr. CLAY. Only ten thousand for the House. 

Mr. FESSEN . The House ordered two 
hundred thousand. 

Mr. CLAY. That is the very reason why we 
should not publish any. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is but a very small ad- 


reports of the Committee on Priating, with ref- |! dition to the cost, 1 withdraw that motion. 


i 
} 


ublic | 


I wish to amend the res- 


I will do it, because I was op- | 





March 3, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 


tion is on concurring in the report of the com 
mittee. ; 
Mr. FESSENDEN., I desire to offer an amend. 





ment. I wish to amend the report in this ma 
ner To strike out that part which gives the nu . 
ber‘to.the Patent Office for distribution. Ti > 
will have a certain number, | suppose, from th 
two hundred thousand printed by the House in 
ten thousand are not too many for the Senate 
distribute. I move, therefore, to strike oyt en 
poet which provides, for allowing them to the 

atent Office for distribution, and inserting the 
words * for distribution by the Senate,” ? 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Now the vote can be 
taken on the passage of the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring in the report of the Committeg 

on Printing. 

The report was concurred in. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Now I move to take up 
the report of the Committee on Printing on the 
mechanical report. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen. 
ator propose an amendment to that? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will hear it read first. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 
number, ten thousand extra copies of the annual report of 
the Commissioner of Patents, on arts and manufactures 

for the year 1858, for the Interior Department, for the pur. 
| poses of official distribution, with the plates and drawings 
necessary to illustrate each subject. 








Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to strike out those 
words: ‘* For the Interior Department, for the 
purposes of official distribution,’’ and insert, “ for 
distribution by the Senate.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on concurring in the report of the com- 
mittee, as amended. 

The report was concurred in. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, at fifteen minutes past 
| eleven o’clock, announced that the House had 
agreed to the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (H. R. No. 872) making appropria- 
tions for defraying the expenses of the Post Office 
Department, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1860; and in accordance therewith he was directed 
| to present to the Senate a bill, in which the House 
| of Representatives asked the concurrence of the 
Senate. 
| Mr. STUART. The House has just sent to 
| the Senate a communication, with a bill, to make 
| approprastiogs for the Post Office Department, in 
obedience to the report of the committee which 
was appointed to confer between the two Houses. 
I move to take up that bill, and to act upon the 
report which has been made. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object, if it becomes neces- 
sary. If it is intended only to have it read, | do 
not object to that. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
| now before the Senate. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I am not precluded from any 
objection I have a right to make. 

r. DOUGLAS. Does a single objection now 
defeat the bill? 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
| withdraw his decision, and leave it to the Senate 


; 
i 


[**Oh, no.”4} I | to determine whether they shall proceed to the 


|| consideration of the bill or not, or whether Sena- 
|, tors can object to it, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I stated that I made the ob- 
jection. I did not wish by that to prevent its be- 
ing read for information. I intended to get rid of 
the bill if 1 could by an objection to it. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
|, state to the Senator that it is in order to receive 
|| the report of the committee, and to have it read. 

Mr, TOOMBS. I did not wish to obstruct 
i business; but I did not intend to lose any right I 
| had to object to it; and, therefore, it was taken 
|| up merely for the purpose of being read without 
|| prejudice. I have nothing to say until [ hear from 
|| the committee. 
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Mr. STUART. | 
wil allow me, the committee of conference, by || 
the rules, have a right to report at any time; but || 
that does not affect any right the Senator may 1 
pave in respect to the bill. 
Mr. TOOMBS. That is what I supposed; but 1 

] wanted, from abundant caution, that it should } 
I! 


be understood. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ss of | 
the committee of conference will be read by the | 
the Secretary. , 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses an the resolution adopted by them, 
respectively, in relation to the action of the Jouse on the 
senate’s amendments to the bill (H. R. No, 872) “ making 
appropriations for defraying the expenses of the Post Office 
Deparment forthe year ending the 30th of June, 1860,” 
paving met, after full and free conference have agreed, as 
follows: T'hat while neither House is understood to waive 
any constitutional right which they may respectively con- 
cider to belong to them, it be recommended to the House to 
pass the accompanying bill, and that the Senate concur in 
the same When it shall be sent to them. 

J. LETCHER, 

L. O’B. BRANCH, 

GALUSHA A. GROW, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

CHARLES E. STUART, | 

J. A. PEARCE, 

SOLOMON FOOT, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Mr.STUART. I will detain the Senate but a || 
moment in ——e a statement of the action of | 
the committee and the views which controlled | 
them. We were in the very last hours of the ses- | 
sion, and if the appropriation bill was to be saved | 
at all, in the opinion of the committee, it was ne- | 
cessary to have the unanimous action of the com- 
mittee to secure its passage through both Houses. |) 
The committee, in view of these considerations, || 
and embodying in the report an express reserva- || 
tion of any waiving of our constitutional rights, \| 
or our opinions upon our constitutional rights, | 

' 
| 








agreed to abandon both the bills, the one that is 
on the table of the Senate, and the one on the || 
table in the House, and to report a new one, rec- | 
ommending that the House pass that bill, and |, 
when transmitted here, that the Senate pass it || 
also. We were controlled in this action by two || 
considerations alone: firsi, that the Senate should || 
not become compromised in regard to its consti- | 
tutional rights; they should remain untouched and | 
unwaived; and in the next place, that by making 
the concession in regard to convenience, that the | 
public interests should be protected in the passage | 
of the bill; in other words, that the service of the 
Post Office Department might go on until the next 
session of Congress, without interruption. To || 
say that it met our entire judgment, would be to || 
say what is not true; but tosay that we believed | 


| 
| 
| 


tt 





that there were overwhelming public interests | 
which demanded the passage of some bill making || 
these appropriations, and that we believed our ac- || 
tion, being unanimous, did preserve the question of | 
constitutional right to each House untouched and | 
unyielded, is to say what is true. We thought || 
we had adopted the only measure which would | 
secure those two interests. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to | 


ask him a question ? | 
| 
| 


Mr. STUART. Certainly. 
Mr.MASON. Willthe Senator be good enough 
to state whether the bill reported by the confer- | 
ence committee differs from the bill passed by the || 
House and sent to the Senate, and whieh went 
back with our amendments to it, and if it does 
differ to state the point of difference? 

Mr. STUART. Substantially it does not dif- 

fer. Ido not know that it differs even in form, but 
substantially it is the same bill which was passed 
by the House in the first place and sent to the | 
Senate, and which the Senate returned with amend- | 
ments. By not recognizing the right of the House 
to treat that bill in that way, we thought that we 
saved the constitutional rights of the Senate, and | 
by not waiving any objection upon the second | 
bill the House sent to us, that we in that regard || 
saved the right also. I have only to say, Mr. | 
President, that the committee appointed by the || 
Senate did as well as they could do with the little || 
ume we had to do it in. 
. Mr. MASON. Mr. President, although there | 
isa reservation of the constitutional rights of both || 
Houses in the report, and as the Senator expressed | 
it, those rights are saved to the Senate, yet it |! 
1s clearly manifest, from the result of that con- 


} 
| 
} 


| 


| 
1] 
| 
| 





| tion, but practically acquiesced in on various oc- 
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If the Senator from Georgia | ference, that the Senate is forbidden to exercise || stitation of the country, be 


them. 

Mr. PEARCE. I desire to say that I yielded 
to this report with very great reluctance; that if 
the report had abandoned the constitutional rights | 
of the Senate, as to which I have no more doubt | 
than I have of the simplest and most universally- | 
admitted proposition, | would not only not have 
consented to that report, but I never would have 
consented to-any report which contained such an 
abandonment of constitutional power. I would 
rather have seen the Post Office Department of | 
the Gov-rnment stricken out of existence at once 
and forever. But, sir, we have not renounced any 
such right; and the constitutional authority of the 
Senate toadd amendments increasing the rates of 
postage was strongly and urgently, I think tri- 
umphantly, vindicated in the committee. 

But this was the question presented to us. It 
was shown to us oh practically impossible that 
any other measure could receive the sanction of 
the two Houses of Congress in the remaining 
minutes of the session. Of that we were just as 
well satisfied as we can be of any fact that has not 
yet come to pass, since the rules of the House put 
itin the power of any one member to prolong the 
consideration of that bill or any other beyond the 
hour of adjournment; and we were assured that 
such would be the result, if we presented any | 
other. Then we had to consider whether we would 
break upagreat, important,and most useful public | 
establishment, and be subject to the necessity of 
convening in the summer, or oblige the President, 
inasmuch as no means are provided, after the Ist 
of July, for carrying on the operations of the Post 
Office, (noteven its own revenues, unless we pass | 
this bill,) to stop all the business of that Depart- 
ment, and leave the country unprovided withany | 


|| of those facilities so important to commerce and | 


many other interests, and which other consider- 
ations have made so valuable a necessity in other 
respects to the great body of the people. 

I yielded, aherefore, to a sort of necessity, being 
unwilling, by my refusal to unite in this report, | 
to produce this result; preferring to give the op- | 
portunity to the Senate to determine for itself | 
whether it would make the one sacrifice or the 
other. 

I admit also, Mr. President, that I had doubts 
whether the committee were not transcending 


their power in agreeing to this report—the author- | 


ity conferred upon them being to consider the 
resolution of the House, which was so objection- | 
able to the Senate; whether we could rightfully | 


| present or recommend the passage of a new bill, 


seemed to be somewhat doubtful in a parliament- | 
ary view. Still,as we had no precedent showing 


|| that this was not permitted to us, I thought we | 


might be excused, in the exigency of the circum- | 
stances, in stretching our power to the utmost | 
limit. 
with this bill. Of course, I should prefer its pas- | 
sage to its defeat. 1 would much rather have had 

another proposition which was submitted in com- | 
mittee, which might equally, indeed, have occa- 

sioned the defeat of the bill proposed by that | 
plan, but would have thrown the responsibility | 
more palpably and directly upon the House of | 
Representatives. Even now, if the bill fails, I | 
think that the House will not escape its just re- 


sponsibility; but it would have been more pal- | 


pable and obvious if the other proposition, which | 
was not accepted by the committee, had been | 
adopted. I will not oecupy further time on the | 
subject, except to say that, if the Post Office ap- | 
propriations be not now made, we must, in going | 
back to the original cause, trace it to the refusal 
of the House of Representatives either to accept | 
or reject the amendments, which the Senate, in | 
the unquestionable exercise of its constitutional | 
powers—never for many years denied by either 

House, or by the commentators on the Constitu- | 


} 


casions—had thought proper to make to the ori- | 
ginal bill from the House. 
Mr. TOOMBS. This isa question of the great- 
est possible magnitude. On the one side isagreat | 
constitutional question which no man hasa right | 
to surrender if it exists; on the other, is the great 


| inconvenience of not having postal service per- 


formed during the year 1860. Between duty and 
expediency, I do not hesitate, whatever may be 
the course of other men. In my judgment, not 
only have the rights of this wel’ and the Con- | 


Ido not know what the Senate will do || 
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en trampled upon by* 
the House of Representatives, in the first place, 
but they lave been surrendered by our own com- 


| mittee of conference, and I wish to rebuke both. 


They have usurped them, and sanctioned the prin- 
7 attempted to be put upon us by the House 
of Representatives, that we are not a codrdinate 
branch of the legislation of this country. I will 
review the facts. 

The House of Representatives passed a bill 
appropriating certain moneys out of the Treasury 
of the United States for carrying on -Post Office 
arrangements for the year 1860, and sent it to us. 
We took up that bill, in the ordinary course of 
legislation, and put on it fifteen, twenty, or twen- 
ty-five amendments—ceriainly a heavy number, 
for the thirteenth was the one objected to. That 
bill was duly sent to the House of Representa- 
tives. We received from them a message that 
they would not consider that bill, because the 
thirteenth amendment was an amendment to raise 
revenue. That was the ground taken by the 
House of Representatives. They therefore sent 
back the bill, with that resolution accompanying 
it. This body sent back a proper, a courteous, 
and appropriate reply—in substance, that each 


|| House must judge for itself of its own constitu- 


tional rights, and every member of each House 
judge that question for himself. That message 
went to the House. Afterwards, and I thought 
then very ill-advisedly, the Senator from Mich- 
igan moved a committee of conference—not upon 
the bill; we had none; it was not put upon that 
ground; but upon the ground that the proceed- 
ings of the House were not according to the 
method of the bodies. That was the express 
ground upon which the Chair maintained it, too, 
They had no control over a bill. We had no 
bill. Wesubmitted to themno bill. There was 
a bill which, in due course of legislation, had gone 
to the House of Representatives with certain 
amendments—sent here and sent back. The 
House had sent us what they would cali a clean 
bill, leaving off our amendments; denying us the 
right to legislate at all, for that is exactly what 
it was, and there was the great point between us. 
| They sent usa bill without any amendments— 
not content with striking outthethirteenth. I shall 
not argue the question whether that thirteenth 
amendment was a violation of the Constitution, 
or not; but if it was a violation of the Constitu- 
tion, or so believed by the House, it was in their 
ower to strike it out. The bill was their bill. 
hat unquestionably was a constitutional bill, no 
matter where it originated. There was an amend- 
ment—the thirteenth—which they said was for 
| raising revenue, | suppose intending thereby to 
affirm that it was against the Constitution. They 
did not object to any one of the other amendments, 
for anything that we know officially. They made 
no objection to the whole batch of amendments, 
but the thirteenth, and that was objected to by the 
gentle admonition that we were violating the Con- 
stitution of our country. We sent back, as I 
before stated, an appropriate reply. 

They then sent usa bill which, by our rules, 
could not be read a second time without unan- 
imous consent. I interposed my objection to its 
being read. Then a committee was appointed, 
though there was no disagreeing vote submitted 
to them; for there was none. here was no dis- 
agreeing vote submitted to these gentlemen at all. 
They go there, and they themselves consummate 
this usurpation by coming here and recommendi 
to us to abandon the whole of our constitutiona 
rights, and take the bill the House of Representa- 


| tives may pass; and I am asked by a committee of 


conference: ‘* here isa bill, sir; I do not know that 
I can even read it; there is scarcely time to read it 
through; you shall not amend it; you must aban- 
don your constitutional powers, give up the rights 
which the Constitution vested in your hands, and 
take the bill the House has sent you, without 
crossing a t, or dotting ani.’’ I wantto know if 
there is a Senator in this body who is prepared 


| for that sort of et on any necessity what- 
the 


ever? That is uestion, 

Our committee, who went to the conference to 
inquire as to the irregularity of the method of the 
House of Representatives, corhe here and recom- 
mend us to pass another one, just such a one as 
the Senate refused to consider, waiving our consti- 
tutional rights; sol understand. The gentleman 
shakes his head. I understand they have sent us 
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“another clean bill, and, I presume, this is the one; 
but I shall have it read in due season before Lam 
through with the debate, to see whatisimit. They 
then recommend that the House shall pass the 
bill, omitting, | presume, all of our amendments; 
for the report does not say that the bill includes 
any. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Every one of them. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I supposed, from the tenor of the 
report, that they omitted every one of them. Itis 
just the bill which the House first passed. The 

Louse have sent it to us again, and tell us that 
the Senate must abandon its legislation, and vote 
such a bill for the appropriation of $20,000,000 
as they choose to give us. l suppose we will not 
be permitted to add to it. ‘Twenty million dol- 
lars must be appropriated without inquiry by this 
branch of the Legislature; and our committee, who 
have abandoned the principle, abandoned the 
rights of the Senate, recommend to us to do a 
thing which is unconstitutional and ought not to 
be done; one that no member of this body ought 
to submit to; one which no member should carry 
out, in my judgment. Now, sir, this bill must 
take its regular course; it must be read; it must 
be considered; it must be passed upon; and it 
shall be, by the deliberate judgment of at least 
one Senator in this body ; 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator will 
wait unul the bill is read a first time. 

The bill (H. R. No. 872) making appropria- 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1860, was read the first time by its ttle. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. 
of that bill to-day. 

Mr. STUART. I shall occupy the time of the 
Senate butfor a moment. There is nottime to vin- 
dicate the committee, Its vindication must be left 
to the history of the country. We were assured 
that if we were to insist that the House should 
take up the original bill, and if the House would 
agree to it, any member of the House had a right 
to insist upon separate action upon each amend- 
ment, and it could not be got through with, nor 
half through with, between that time and twelve 
o'clock. ‘There we were met with an impossi- 
bility at the threshold. ‘Then, sir, the question 
was one—— 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
from Michigan allow me to interrupt him for one 
moment? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think it is important that 
it should be ascertained in the Senate whether the 
objection of a Senator to the reading of this bill 
a second time will prevent action on it. Lask the 
honorable Senator to permit that question to be 
decided. 

Mr. STUART. Ido not wish that question 
stated or decided at present; because, then, if that 
prevailed, | should be met with the position that 
there was nothing before the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. I barely desired 
that it should be raised and decided. 

Mr. STUART. I say it was an ascertained 
fact, as there exists the right of every member of 
the House to have each amendment that the Sen- 
ate made to that bill separately considered, even 
if the House would agree to take it up, it would 
consume more time than there was left in the ses- 
sion to consider the amendments. Then, sir, there 
was the question of recommending to the Senate 
to take up the bill the House had sent here. That, 
the committee thought would be waiving the rights 
of the Senate and surrendering something of the 
position which had been taken. The committee, 
then, were placed wy this embarrassing condition, 
80 Well represented by the Senator from Georgia 
himself: between insisting strenuously and tech- 
nically upon a constitutional right, waiving noth- 
ing, even by implication, and taking that course 
which would substantially preserve the right, and 
give the Senate of the United States an opportu- 
nity to say what they would do. That is all the 
committee of conference has done, Had we dis- 
agreed, broken up that conference, and done noth- 
ing, the Senate of the United States would not 
have had the opportunity, nor the House either, 
to have decided this question. 

We presented, therefore, | say, the only prac- 
tical mode of getting an appropriation bill through. 


| object to the second reading 
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‘ “yy 
the bill sent to us was objected to. That closed 


action upon that bill. I have shown that action 
in the House upon the original bill, at this stage 
of the session, was impossible; it could not be got 
through. The committee of the Senate, there- 
fore, with every disposition to maintain its honor, 
with every disposition to maintain, in the strictest 
sense, its constitutional rights, to surrender noth- 
ing, made you areport, which says that we waive 
nothing upon this question at all, but we present 
to each House a new bill, which carries with it 
such appropriations as will keep this department 
of the Government moving until the next session 
of Congress. We submit to the jadgment of the 
Senate, whether they will act upon itor not. We 
feel that the Senate is perfectly at liberty, that 
every individual Senator is perfectly at liberty, 
to take such course as his judgment, and, in the 
language of the Senator from Georgia, his sense 
of constitutional duty, dictate to him. We desire 
not to prevent that; we desire not to obstruct it; 
but I submit to the Senate, | submit to the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, whether it is just to say that 


the committee appointed by the Senate has sur- | 


rendered its rights? We have submitted this 
whole question to the Senate. To you, Senators, 
in the discharge of your constitutional duty, is 
the whole subject presented. So far as I am con- 
cerned, Mr. President, without the slightest per- 
sonal feeling, or pride of personal opinion, I shall 
feel that | have discharged my duty; that the 
committee have discharged their duty; that the 
question rests where it belongs—on the Senate of 
the United States, and to each individual Senator 
exercising that responsibility to the Constitution 


and the country which his position devolves upon 
him, 


Ap, SOWARD. J move thatthe bnew tem | 


its second reading. 


Mr. TOOMBS, Mr. BRODERICK, and Mr. 
BENJAMIN. | object. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


made, the bill cannot have its second reading to- 
day. 


Mr. BAYARD. I wish to address the few re- || 


marks I have to make, and I will endeavor to 
make them—— 

Mr. COLLAMER. What is the question be- 
fore the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Delaware addresses the Chair, the Chair does not 
know upon What question, 

Mr. BAYARD. In reference to the report of 


the committee of conference. I suppose it is still 
before us. 


Mr. COLLAMER. That is not before us. The | 


question is on the second reading of the bill. 
Mr. BAYARD. If other Senators can speak 
upon it, | suppose [ am entitled to the same right. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will not 
interrupt the Senator unless objection is made. 
There is no question before the Senate. 
Mr. MASON. 1 object. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is, then, no || 


question before the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. 
directed to inform the House that the Senate, hav- 
ing finished its legislative business, is ready to 
adjourn. 


Mr. BAYARD. I ask if I can speak on that 


| resolution? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can. || 
i shail take but a very few 


Mr. BAYARD. 


minutes. I only wish to state, in reference to this 


matter, that with me it is no question of personal | 
feeling. 1 stand here as the representative of the | 


smallest State in the Union. 1 look upon the 
form of this Government as a mixed republic, 
not a pure democracy; and that our fathers never 
would have constituted a mere democracy to be 
governed by the will of the great mass of the peo- 
ple, because they would have known that it was 


an impracticable government. I look, therefore, | 
at the action of the House of Representatives as | 
striking atthe basis upon which yourGovernment | 


stands,and which my State is peculiarly mterested 
in maintaining, and every Ste in this Union that 
desires to see the Government perpetuated. The 
House of Representatives have never even con- 
sidered their own bill sent to us, and which we 
amendedand returned tothem. Thisis not the first 
time this act has occurred; and the question is, 
whether the representatives of the power of num- 


All others were impracucable. The reading of . bers shall treat, with entire contemps, the repre- 


I move that the Secretary be | 
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sentatives of State sovereignty, and de 
of that equal power which, by the fr 
the Constitution, they were inte i 
my judgment, the Senate cannot yield that With : 


Prive the m 
ame-work of 
nded to enjoy 


° . out 
yielding the structure of the Federal Constitut e 
et on, 


For one, | can never consent to that, even 
inconvenience, the loss of an appropriation b)) 
and the derangement in the financial affairs of the 
Government, are consequent upon that action: |; 
rests not with us. - 
But, sir, in reply to the remarks of the honor. 
able Senator from Michigan, while believing th,, 
our committee intended to do all that was right 
to sustain the honor of the Senate, I think the. 
made a gross mistake. The reason given jg the, 
it was impracticable for the House to take up our 
amendments; aud the committee, therefore re- 
_ ported, though not within the authority confided 
by us to them, a new bill. Well, sir, if ir Was 
anew bill, at least in framing a new bill which 
the House could act upon as well as ourselyes 
they might have embodied in that bill somethins 
which the Senate had desired by its votes ag par, 
of the legislation of the country, and not frame 
precisely the same bill in substance that was sep: 
originally to us 7 the House, and amended by 
us, without including in this bill one solitary pro. 
vision that the Senate by its votes have adopted. 
That would have been equally a new bill. |; 
they had reported a new bill, and given us one 
mixed of the two bills, 1 cannot see any objection 
there could have been to it by the House, for i 
would have been a question of amendments, a 
question on the bill reported by the committee on 
conference, wherein | consider that they have 
waived the constitutional right of the Senate, 
They may reserve the right in words, but they 
yielded itin fact. If they had not made that mis- 
take, if they had reported to us a bill combined 
|, of the provisions of that bill as amended by the 
Senate and as originally preferred by the House, 
there might have been something in saying we 
did not yield our constitutional rights in adopting 
such a bill; but to adopt a naked bill by the 
House, although called a new bill, when it is not 
so in fact, but merely in name; to adopt that, 
| when that House has refused to considera single 
amendment of the Senate; when that House has 
| undertaken to say tous, ** you are not entitled to 
| give your judgment upon what is the construc- 
tion of the Federal Constitution;’’ I, for one, can 
|| never consent to notice any action of the House 
| taken under those circumstances. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the resolution offered by the Senator from Vir- 

inia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iam unwilling that that 
resolution should pass while any time remains. 
|The hour has not yet quite arrived, and on this 
side of the House we are anxious to save, if pos- 
| sible, the mail service of the country. If gentle- 
|, men who are in the majority, and have charge of 
|| these matters, choose to talk the time away, we 
cannot help it. We will sit here ready to vote, 
if we can, until the time arrives. 

Mr. MASON. i should have preferred taking 
a direct vote on the bill to test the sense of the 

Senate on the question that has been raised by 
the committee of conference, but I am not anx- 
ious about that. I am one of those who stand 
| here determined that the rights of the Senate, as 
far as my vote goes, shall be vindicated. If we 
| pass that bill, the House retaining the bill which 
| they have passed, and which we had amended and 
sent back to them, if we pass that bill while the 
other remains unacted upon, in the possession 
of the House, we shall have betrayed the trust 
reposed in us by the Constitution and our con- 
stituents; we shall have yielded all participation 
'| whatever in the legislation of the country at the 
will of the popular branch; we shall have con- 
tributed to give impulse to the first revolutionary 
blow which has come upon this Government, and 
'that has come from the popular branch. There 
can be no mistaking the fact—I will not inquire 
| into the purpose—if the Senate act upon this new 
| bill, while that which we had amended and sent 
| back to them remain unacted upon by the House, 
| itis for the Senate to lay down all power of legis- 
| lation at the feet of the codrdinate branch. Now, 
| sir, whatever inconvenience may ensue, I will op- 
|| pose my vote to this first and extraordinary rev- 
| olutionary movement on the part of the popular 
| branch. 


thoueh 
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Mr. HALE. I do not propose to occupy any 
riod of time; there is but little to occupy; but I 
do not wish to hear this act of the House of Rep- 
resentatives denounced as the first revolutionary 
act on the part of either branch of this Govern- 
ment. Sir, there has been, in my humble judg- 
ment, a revolutionary act committed by this body, 
ofa vastly more revolutionary character than any- 
thing that is attempted by the House, and that is 
the action of this Senate in filling up this body, 
and in disregarding the requirement of the Con- 
gtitution requiring State Legislatures to elect mem- 
hers here, and notthat the Senate shail elect them. 
lf this country is to fall, and if the Constitution 
is to be staggered by revolutionary attacks upon 
it, the historian that writes the decline and fall of 
this Republic, will not put this down as the first 
revolutionary act; but he will say that this Sen- 


ate, Which is so full of indignation to-day against | 


what is termed the revolutionary action of the 
House, has set an example of vastly greater evil 
pre vedent than that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will occupy no time, but 
Jam really sorry to see the appropriation bill for 
mail service defeated on a punctilio between the 
Senate and House of Representatives. I do not 


feel that my dignity, as a Senator, or the dignity | 


of the Senate, as a body, is trenched on, or that 
the Constitution has received a vital stab, simply 
because & resolution passed the House, which | 
think was in bad taste, and we responded to it, 
perhaps, with as much indignation as it required. 
| think we had better act on the merits of the bill, 
rather than on the point of dignity which is said 
tobe involved. Ido notthink the dignity of the 
Senate of the United States is to be impaired by 
aresolution of the House of Representatives. | 
do not think we should be so sensitive and so 
quick to take exception to the phraseology they 
have used, as to obstruct public business on a 
mere point of etiquette of that kind. I do not 
know what is contained in the bill, and | would 


rather have considered it as an appropriation bill, || 
and paid no attention to what occurred last night | 


between the two Houses; but let by-gones be by- 
goes. 
House has sent to us has in it anything which I 
could vote for without amendment; but I would 
rather dispose of it on its merits, than on a mere 
punctilio of this kind. 

Mr. TOOMBs. 
go out on the basis on which the Senator from 
I\linois has improperly put it. This is not a ques- 
tion of dignity; not a question of punctilio; but it 
is a great question of constitutional right, one 


which, if he agrees with me, he dare not surren- | 


der, whatever might be his wishes, without be- 
traying his trust. If he holds that it is not, | 
would hear his argument. ‘The Senator from New 
Hampshire speaks of a revolutionary act of this 
body, intrusted by the Constitution with the pre- 
rogative of deciding upon the qualifications and 
elections of their own members; and when they 
took it up deliberately, debated it for weeks and 


months and sessions, and decided it, because he | 


chooses to imagine that his judgment was right 
and that of this body was wrong, he has the au- 
dacity to stand up here and call that revolution- 
ary which was a legitimate, constitutional judg- 
ment, given by the very parties to whom the Cou- 
stitution has given the right to decide. That is 
revolutionary ! In the name of the Constitution, 
what is regular government? I have no doubt 


that he might have gone to the Supreme Court of | 


the United States, and, if they had decided against 
that gentleman’s idea of constitutional law, he 
would doubtless consider that revolutionary. He 
considers the decisions of the Senate, or of judi- 
cial tribunals, the tribunals erected by his coun- 
try and by my country, that do not square with 
his ideas of the Constitution, as revolutionary. I 


can accept that sort of revolution, and | am con- 


tent to accept it. 

What was the history of the decision to which 
he alludes? Two Senators were elected; their 
election was protested against; the gentlemen 
came here, and it was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee, composedof six Senators selectedfrom 
this body for their supposed knowledge of great 
Constitutional questions, and whose habits of life 
had induced the Senate to believe they were capa- 
ble of considering a legal question. They gave 
it the most diligent consideration upon its merits. 
As one of that committee, I examined it ¢arefully. 


| tions, is called revolutionary. 


I do not know that the bill which the | 


I do not wish this question to 


The committee reported that the right of the case 
was with the sitting members. And yet the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire stands here, and has 
the audacity to tell me that, because my judgment 
differed frem his, it was a revolutionary measure. 
Sir, it is a declaration not fit to be made by aSen- 
ator. Itis a declaration not fit to be made in this 
House. I do not pretend that my judgment is 
absolutely right; but I say, the « hances of it are 
as good as of his own; and the chances are that 
this body is equally well qualified by ability, by 
integrity, by patriotism, and by every title of 
manhood, to decide, as that Ser This body, 
on their oaths, sitting here and deciding aceord- 
ing to the Constitution, decided that that was a 
rightful election. Is that revolutionars A j idg- 
ment delivered by a body to whour the right 1s 
expressly confided by the Constitution, upon the 
highest grounds of public safety, the only tribu- 
nal in any free country in the world, in any rep- 
resentative Government in which such questions 
can ever be placed with safety to public institu- 
j The British Par 
liament, for centuries, have held that no tribuial 
whatever but themselves should judge of the qual 
ifications, returns, or elections, of members sent 
to their own body. ‘This Consutution of ours, in 


| analogy to that great principle,a principle which 


was so long maintained in that country, has con- 
fided it to us in regard to our members, and to 
the House of Representatives in regard to their 
own members; and we have gone on according to 
the Constitution, according to the forms of the 
law, quietly. decently, and in order 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Georgia will pause. ‘The hour having arrived for 
the expiration of this Congress, I declare the Sen- 
ate adjourned sine die. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 3, 1859. 

The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE moved that the reading of 
the Journal be dispensed with. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, objected. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read and 
approved. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 666) 
making appropriations for the consular and diplo- 


matic expenses of the Government for the year | 
ending the 30th of June, 1860; when the Speaker | 


signed the same. 
DAVID MYERLE. 
Mr. ARNOLD. 


I ask the unanimous consent 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


of the House that the Committee of the Whole | 


House on the Private Calendar be discharged from 
the further consideration of Senate bill No. 120 
for the relief of David Myerle. 

The bill provides that the claimant be paid 
$44,400, for losses, sacrifices, and expenses in- 
curred by him in testing and establishing the 
practicability of water-rotted hemp under the 
direction of the Navy Department. 


Mr.PEYTON. [ object. That bill ought not | 


to pass. 

Mr. ARNOLD. 
rules for the purpose I have indicated. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 90, 
noes 29. 

M-. PEYTON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mitison and 
Dawes were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


' ayes 103, noes 31. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Sennte, by 


|| Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the House 
| that the Senate had passed a bill (H. R. No. 890) 
| making appropriations for the payment of the ex- 


penses of investigating committees, and for other 
purposes; had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference off the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses to the Army appropriation bill; | 


and insisted on its disagreement to the naval ap- 


| propriation bill, and asked a committee of confer- | 


I move a suspension of the 


— 


ence thereon; and had appointed Messrs. Mat- 
Lory, Bricur, and Haury, managers on the part 
of the Senate. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask that the 


House insist on its disagreement to the naval ap- 
propriation bill, and appoint a committee of con- 
ference to meet the committee on the part of the 
Senate. 


It was so ordered; and Messrs. Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Suerman of Ohio, and WinsLow, were ap - 
pointed the managers on the part of the House. 


DAVID MYERLE-——AGAIN. 


The question being on the motion to suspend 


the rules, on which the yeas and nays had been 
“ler 
orate red, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 114, nays 64; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbou, Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Barr, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bishop, Biair, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, 
Brayton, Buthuton, Burlingame, Burns, Caskie, Cavan- 
augh, Chapman, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Clark B. Coch 
rane, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, 
Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Da- 
vis of Indiana, Davis of Massaclisetts, Dawes, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, English, Farnsworth, Flor- 
ence, Foley, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Good- 
win, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Grow, Law- 
rence W. Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hatch, Hawkins, 
Hodges, Llorton, Howard, Huyler, Kellogg, Kelsey, Jacob 
M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Landy, Leidy, McKibbin, 
Maynard, Millson, Montgomery, Morrill, Edward Joy Mor- 
ris, Freeman H. Morse, Niblack, Nichols, Parker, Pettit, 
William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pottle, Powell, Reilly, Rieaud, 
Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Aaron Shaw, 
Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 
Tappan, George Taylor, Thaver, Tompkins, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Ward, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, 
Wood, Woodson, and Wortendyke—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Avery, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bon- 
ham, Burnett, Case, Clawson, Clay, Cobb, Burton Craige, 
Crawford, Davis of Mississippi, Dean, Durfee, Edie, Elliott, 
Fenton, Gartrell, Giddings, Granger, Hickman, Hoard, 
Hopkins, Houston, Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Keim, Kilgore, Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, McQueen, 
Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Miles, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Murray, Olin, Peyton, Potter, Ready, Reagan, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Royce, Russell, Savage, Scales, Shorter, Stanton, 
Miles Taylor, Thompson, Underwood, Vallandigham, 
Vance, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Augustus R. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—64. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. | ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to report, from the 
Committee of Accounts, the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee of Accounts be, and they 


are hereby, authorized to audit, settle with, and allow, law- 
tul or reasonable compensation to all such persons as may 


| have been actually employed in the service of the House 


of Representatives during the present Congress; and that 
all amounts so allowed by said committee shall be paid out 
of any moneys in the 'l'reasury that may have been appro- 
priated tor the miscellaneous or contungent expenses of the 
Ilouse of Representatives. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I object. That is simply 
a House resolution, and moneys will not be paid 
under it at the Treasury, for it is in contravention 
of a statute. 


Mr. BURNETT. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I object. 

Mr. SPINNER. I desire to say to the House, 
that in consequence of the removal of the former 
Doorkeeper, and in consequence of a resolution 


Is debate in order? 
It is not. 


| of the House, which conflicts with.a joint reso- 


lution of the two Houses and the laws of Con- 
gress, there is inextricable confusion about the 
settlement of the accounts of the employés. We 
do not know how they stand; and the only way 
to get out of the difficulty is to give the Com- 
mittee of Accounts the right to settle them on 
equitable principles. I feel’no interest whatever 
in it, and have no friend who is to be benefited 
by it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 would like to 
know the necessity for this resolution. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I object. 

Mr. MASON. It is said that the pages will be 
deprived of pay anless the resolution be passed. 
That is not so. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Pages will lose their pay un- 
less the resolution be passed. 
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The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 165, nays 22; as follows: 


VEAS—Meeers 
Barksdale, Barr, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Biair, Biies, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brayton, 
Bryan, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burns, Case, Caskie, Cava 
naugh, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, 
John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, John 
Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Covode, 
Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Curtis, Davidson, Davis of Mary- 


land, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Mas- | 


sachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edmundson, Elhou, Farnsworth, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Greenwoud, Grege, Grover, Grow, Law- 


rence W. Halil, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hateh, Hawkins, | 


Hoard, Hodges, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 


Jewett, Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Jacob | 


M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Leiter, 


Lovejoy, Maclay, McRae, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. | 


Marshall, Matteson, Miles, Miller, Millson, Montgomery, 


Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Isaae N. Morris, Freeman H. | 


Moree, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Peyton, William W. Phelps, Phil- 


lipe, Potter, Potte, Powell, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, | 


Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, i 


Seward, Aaron Shaw, Shorter, Robert Smith, Samuel A. | 


Smith, Spinner, Stanton, James A. Stewart, William Stew- 
art, Tappan, George Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Ward, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Eliihu B. Washburne, Israel 


Washburn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Wood, Woodson, 


Wortendvke, and Augustus R. Wright—165. 

NAYS—Messre. Atkins, Cobb, Crawford, English, Gar- 
trell, Hickman, Hopkins, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Leach, Letcher, Mason, Maynard, Moore, Ready, Ruffin, 
Beales, Henry M. Shaw, William Smith, Stevenson, Miles 
Taylor, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—22. 


So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland, moved the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was adopt- 


ed; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committce on En- || 


rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 


amined and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. |, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Nicuoxs] to give 


No. 890) making appropriation for the payment 
of the expenses of investigating committees and 
for other purposes; when the Speaker signed the 
same. 


WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 
Mr. DODD, from the committee of conference 


on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
House bill No. 889, in reference to the supply of 


water to the citiesof Washington and George- | 


town, reported that the Senate had agreed to re- 


cede fromthe amendments to the bill disagreed to | 


by the House, and to concur in the, bill of the 
House with the following amendments: 
Strike out the words “ civil engineer,” and insert in lieu 


thereof the words “ officer of the United States corps of en 
gineers.”’ 


Strike out the words “ sum of $3,000 per annum,’ and 


insert in lieu thereof the words “* no more than his regular 
pay as officer ef the eorps.”’ 


After some other verbal alterations, insert the 
following section: 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, respectively, siiall have power to 


establish a complete system of sewerage, in additional ex- 
ecution of the provisions of this act. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 


a question of order on the report of the committee | 


of conference. The committee was appointed on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, soor 
propose, as | understand it, to add matter which 


was not in controversy, and which was not a | 


subject upon which a conference was asked or 
granted, 


Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The section which has been added by the com- 


mittee was a part of the substitute adopted by the 
Senate. 


The SPEAKER. That is the understanding | 


of the Chair. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. The report says 
that they add an additional section. 

The SPEAKER. Composed, in part, of one of 
the sections of the Senate bill. 


TH 


Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Avery, | 








|| Mr. DODD. That is the fact. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then it oughtto 
bein lieu of the Senate’s amendment. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the | 


committee of conference determined to report to 
the House a section that would be acceptable to 
both Houses, in lieu of the sections which the 
Senate had incorporated. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not show that. 
the bill. 

Mr. DODD. I demand the previous question 
on the adoption of the report. 

Mr.SEWARD. Can we have a separate vote 
on the several amendments? 

The SPEAKER. The report is an entirety, 
and the question will be on its acceptance or re- 
jection. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the House will not 

| sustain the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
an inquiry. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I merely wish to 
understand the report. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
bate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
lay the report upon the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the report was adopted. 

Mr. DODD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHARGES OF CORRUPTION, 


Mr. NICHOLS. I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I desire to call up the report of the select 


The report does 
It merely says, add a section to 


I wish to make 


I object to de- 


Then I move to 


committee appointed by the House to investigate | 


charges against a member of the Committee of 
Accounts. I will say to the House, in order to 
relieve all uneasiness in regard to other business, 
that I propose, after devoting about three min- 
utes to an explanation of the report, to call the 
previous question, and ask immediate action. I 
do not wish toconsume time. | ask for the read- 
ing of the report. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I desire to ask 
| me the floor for a moment, until I can get the 
House to appoint an hour for the consideration 
of the report and resolutions of the select commit- 
| tee appointed to investigate the accounts of the 
late Superintendent of Public Printing. It is ne- 
cessary for this House to consider the same. 
Mr. NICHOLS. The gentleman from New 
York will understand me distinctly that I would 


do him a kindness as readily as any member of || 
the House; but I have not a right to make the | 
concession he asks, occupying the position I do | 


here, and I raust, therefore, respectfully decline. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. 
to have this matter brought before the House. It 
is necessary to have it considered. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I have no doubt of that. 
Every gentleman here is anxious to press his par- 
ticular business. I eall for the reading of the 
report. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 

The select committee, appointed under a resoiution of 


| the House of February 18. 1859, to inquire into the truth of | 


certain charges against a member of the Committee of Ac- 
counts of the House of Represe:.tatives, which resolution is 
in the words following, to wit: 

* Whereas, in the correspondence of the New York Daily 
Times signed ‘8,’ under date of the 16th of February, A. 
D. 1859, (as also in the correspondenee ot other papers,) it 
is charged that a member of the Committee of Accounts of 
this Fouse made a bargain to receive money as a consider- 
ation for passing claims in said committee, and that subse- 
quently the _ member demanded the consideration for 
said service ; and whereas it is further alleged that a mem- 
ber of said committee compelled claimants before said com- 


} mittee to agree to give a portion of the bills before said com- 


| mittee in consideration of their allowance by the same: 
Therefore, 


“ Be it resolved, That a committee of five members be ap- 


|| pointed by the Speaker to investigate said charge or charges ; 


j 
| 
; 


| said committee to report before the close of the present ses- 
| sion of Congress °° — 

Beg leave to report: 

The committee, in executing the order of this House, 


|, brought before them the witnesses whose testimony is here- 
| with appended. Very early in the éxamination of the first 


| witness, Mr. ‘Thomson, it was developed that Joun A. Sear- 
}IN@, a member of this House from the State of New York, 
and chairman of the Committee of Accounts of this House, 
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| was the individual alluded to in the correspond 

| New York Daily Times, upon which this investigation Ge 
| eased. So soon as this fact was elicited, the committe. A 
| a unanimous vote, determined to suspend the examina, by 
| until Mr. Seanine could be informed that he was at tibean 
to attend the examination, and to confront the with ~ 
| implicating him, and that he bad the permission of theese 
| Miiltee to cross-examine the witnesses upon any eclitea 
| mitted to them, if he desired so to do. eub- 

Mr. SeaRinG accordingly appeared before the committee 
but declined to cross-examine, expressing a desire that the 
| committee should conduct the entire examination. the 

The House will perceive that the examination took 
| wide range, and that hearsay testimony, and testimony . 
| in strict accordance with the principles of evidence. wat 
| admitted against Mr. SEARING, and is submitted with thie 

report. All of this, however, was admitted, subject to s. 
jection by Mr. Searina. He, however, signified his assey, 
| tothe mode of procedure adopted by the committee. om 

expressed a@ desire that the examination might proceed with 
the largest latitude. 

Upon examination, it will be found that the Witness 
| Fitzhugh, swears that he offered to Mr. Seartne the suin of 

$400 in consideration of his services on the Committee o¢ 

Accounts in passing his claim of $8,623 75, which offer. 
| he alleges, Mr. Seartne accepted ; and subsequently, upon 
| the allowance of the account, as hereinafter stated, de. 
| manded the payment of the $400 by the witness, but that 
| no money was ever paid Mr. SeaRine. The account, as 
|| allowed, was for the sum of $6,325, being a deduction of 

twenty-three per cent. upon the original amount of the bij}: 

and the evidence shows that, in committee, Mr. Searing 
| favored the reduction. 

If Fitzhugh is to be believed, Mr. SEaRtne is guilty ; there 
is no other evidence upon which a conclusion of guilt can 
rest. What degree of credit should attach to the testimony 
of Fitzhugh, the committee do not attempt to decide, [; 
is a question for the House alone. 

The committee are of opinion, however, that, upon the 
| whole case, the evidence would not warrant the conviction 
| of Mr. Searine of the offense charged. 
| As the resolution of the House only directs an investiga- 

tion and a report during the present session, without recom- 
| mending any specific action, this report might be closed 
|| here. It is due, however, to the other members of the 
Committee of Accounts to state that no charge has been 
made, or fact elicited, against them, or any one of them. 
On the contrary, it is distinctly proved that their conduct 
| in connection with the organization of this House has been 
| characterized by strict integrity, and by a sound regard for 

economy. In the language of one of the witnesses, ** there 
is no charge or rumor against them :”? and, from the testi- 
mony, your committee, to adopt the language of the same 
Witness, will conclude by saying that ‘ there is no breath 
of suspicion affecting their character or action.” 

In all matters pertaining to the examination of the subject 

referred to them, your committee have been unanimous in 
| their conclusions. 
The committee herewith report the following resolution: 
Resolved, That upon a review of all the testimony taken 
| in the matter of the charge against Jonn A. SEARING, a mem- 
ber of this House from the State of New York, and chair- 
/ man of the Committee of Accounts, the evidence would 
not warrant a conviction, nor subjeet him to expulsion. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

1] M. H. NICHOLS, Chairman, 
WARREN WINSLOW, 
CLARK B. COCHRANE, 
GEORGE EUSTIS, Jr. 
WILLIAM G. WHITBLEY. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I am directed to report a res- 
olution in addition to the one which has been read, 
providing for paying the account of the stenog- 
rapher employed by the committee to report the 
testimony taken by them. I will state that the 
amount is very small. The whole expenses of 
the committee do not exceed $150. I report the 
|| following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts of this House 
be allowed to audit the bill of the stenographer who reported 


the testimony in this case, at the rate paid for the official 
reports of this House. 


Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to discuss this 
report at any considerable length; but I wish to 
state this fact in connection with it: that since 
|| the testimony has Leen printed, I have, in mak- 
| ing up my own opinion, arrived at this deliberate 
conclusion. I propose to offer no amendment to 
| the resolution which has been reported by the 
| committee; but at the same time, my deliberate 
| judgment is, in justice to the gentleman from New 
| York, the resolution ought to have gone further, 
| and exonerated him; and Iam authorized to say 
that at least one member of the committee, Mr. 
| Winsiow, concurs with me in that opinion. 
| propose, however, as I said, no change in the re- 
| port of the committee. I say this, however, 
| addition: that when the resolution organizing the 
| committee was passed, I had had no right to know 
_who was implicated. But, sir, 1 did know, from 
| other sources outside, that the gentleman from 
|| New York was the member pointed at in the 
| charges which were made. 
| The force in the Clerk’s office have, to some 
| extent, been involved in the examination of the 
| committee; butit is but justice to the Clerk to say 
| that, so far as any connected with his office are 
| concerned, the committee found nothing wrong. 
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| move the previous question on the adoption | 
of the resolution. 

Mr. KELSEY. I make a point of order on the 
resolution reported by the committee. Iam dis- 
posed to think that it is not such a resolution as 
the committee are authorized to report. I believe 
that, under the parliamentary law, they should | 
have reported either that there was no ground for 
the charges, and that further proceedings were not | 
necessary, or they should have reported that there 
was probable cause of the charges, and that Mr. 
Scanine should be put on histrial. Itis true that, 
as soon as Mr. Searine’s name appeared in con- 
nection with the charges, he was notified of the || 
fact, and permitted to be present when the testi- 
mony wastaken. ButI deny that this committee 
had any power to try him atall. They should 
save reported that there was no cause for further 
roceedings against him, orelse reported that there 
vas probable cause, and recommended that fur- 

ther proceedings be instituted. If it be in order, 
] move that the subject be recommitted to the com- 
mittee, with instructions to report one thing or 
the other. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order upon the ground, in the first 
place, that it was competent for the committee to 
report such a resolution as they should see proper 
in reference to the case. Upon the latter point, 
made by the gentleman from New York, the 
Chair would remark that it was decided by a 
former House, and decided adversely to the view 
taken by the gentleman. 

Mr. KELSEY. I am aware of that; but I think 
they decided wrong. Iam in favor of returning 
to the old parliamentary practice. | 

Mr. HUGHES. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to allow me five minutes upon the subject 
of this report? 

TheSPEAKER. The demand for the previous 
question is pending. 

Mr. STANTON. Ihave not had the time to 
read the testimony taken in this case, and am not 
prepared to vote upon it. I hope the House will 
give some time to consider the report. If not, I 
shall move to lay the resolution on the table, and 
demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio to withdraw his demand for the 
previous question for a moment? 

Mr. NICHOLS. I donot withdrawthe demand. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I merely wish to | 
say that | have had no opportunity to examine 
the testimony in the case, and that, if the vote is 
to be taken now, I shall decline to vote. 

Mr. STANTON. | move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr.MAYNARD. Willthat carry with it the 
resolution for paying the stenographer? 

TheSPEAKER. Itwillnot. They are inde- 
pendent reports. 
_ Mr. CLARK, of New York. It would be un- | 
just to lay this ress\W&%on on the table. I hope | 
the motion will not bt agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 nave net had time to ex- || 
amine this resolution sufficiently to be prepared || 
to vote upon it. So far as my investigation has | 
gone,my judgment certainly differs from the con- | 
clusions of the committee. 

The motion to lay on the table was disagreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; which main | 
question was, on the adoption of the resolution | 
reported by the committee. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. NICHOLS moved to reconsider the vote || 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider onthe table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CRAWFORD, from the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses | 
on the bill of the House making appropriations | 
for the support of the Army for the year ending | 
June 30, 1860, made the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No, 


105 


| 
I 
V 





| 


667) making appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1860, having met, after 


|; a full and free conference, have agreed to recommend to 
| their respective Houses, as follows: 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s fourth amendment, and agree to the same with an 


| amendment, as follows: strike out ** including experiments 
| on heavy ordnance for that purpose,’’ and insert, at the end 


of said amendment, ** out of which $50,000 are to be used 
for experiments on heavy ordnance.”’ 
That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s fifth amendment, and agree to the same with an 
amendment, as follows: strike out the words * and fifty.” 
That the Senate recede trom the following amendments, 
namely : four, seven, nineteen, twenty, twenty-five, twenty- 


seven, and twenty-eight. 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the 


| following amendments of the Senate, and agree to the 
| same, namely: eight, filteen, twenty-one, twenty-two, 


twenty-three, and twenty-four. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the Sen 
ate’s twenty-fourth amendment, and agree to the same 
with an amendment, as follows: after line five, insert the 
words ** for Fort Knox, Penobscot Bay, $20,000."’ 

Strike out lines eight and nine. 

In line ten, strike out ** fifty,’? and insert ‘* forty.” 

After line ten, insert the words, ** for Fort Montgomery, 
Lake Champlain, $10,000." 

In line eleven, strike out ** one hundred,’’ and insert 
* seventy-five. ”’ 

In lines thirteen and fourteen, strike out ‘‘one hundred,”’ 
and insert ** seventy-five.’’ 

In line seventeen, strike out *‘ seventy-five,’’? and insert 
& fifty.? 

In line nineteen, strike out “ fifty,’ and insert “ thirty.” 

In line twenty-two, strike out the word “ five.”’ 

In line twenty-four, strike out * filty,?? and insert 
‘¢ thirty.?” 

MARTIN J. CRAWFORD, 

B. STANTON, 

CHARLES J. FAULKNER, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

R. TOOMBS, 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The first disagreeing vote 
on this bill was in reference to the appropriation 
for armaments for fortifications. The House ap- 
propriated $150,000. The Senate increased the 
appropriation to $200,000. The committee recom- 
mend that the House recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate and agree 


to retain the appropriation of $200,000 for that 


purpose. 

The second disagreeing vote of the two Houses 
was in reference to the appropriation for ord- 
nance stores. ‘The House inserted the sum of 
$150,000. The Senate increased the appropria- 
tion to $250,000. ‘The committee recommend that 
the Senate recede from $50,000 and the House 


_ allow an increase of $50,000, leaving the sum in- 


serted in the bill $200,000. The next disagreeing | 
vote was in regard to the Benicia arsenal, from 
which the Senate recedes. The next is in regard 


| to the Texas arsenal, where there were $6,000 


difference between the two Houses. From that 


| the House recedes. 


The sixth amendment is in reference to the in- 


| struction, &c., of the militia. The House recedes 


from its disagreement; because, in the opinion of 
the committee, that, as the militia are the defend- 
ers of the country in case of war, they should be 
as thoroughly grounded in the tactics as possible. 
‘The next is in regard tothe payment of the Kan- 
sas volunteers called out by General Smith. The 
Senate recedes from that amendment. The next 
amendment provides that no part of outstanding 
appropriations for military purposes shall be ex- 
pended during the fiscal year herein provided, 
other than may be necessary to pay for existing lia- 
bilities. The Senate recedes from its amendment. 
The next amendment is in reference to disabled 
soldiers and their support; and from its disagree- 
ment to that amendment the House recedes. ‘The 
House.also recedes from its disagreement to the 
amendmént extending the benefits of the general 
act to disabled soldiers, whether regulars or vol- 
unteers, of the war of 1°12, or subsequent wars. 
The eleventh amendment requires that pension- 
ers sha]l surrender theirjpensions whenever they 
5 into theasylum. Ttje-House recedes from ils , 


isagreement. The House recedes fronwmitsddis~ | 


agreement to the proposed reduction of thé #ann, 
paid pensioners at the asylum. The next js in) 
regard to the amendmentproviding for paying the 


States interest on the money they may have lost 
or paid for expenses incurred during the war of 


| 1812 and subsequently. The Senate recedes. As 
| a matter of course, the House could take no fur- 


ther action. The twenty-fourth amendment is for 
fortifications. An agreement was had, takingup 
the provisions separately. It was agreed that 
| Fort Knox should have $20,000, for that was in 
pursuance of the action of the House itself. Fort 
Montgomery is allowed $10,000. Fort Carrollis 
reduced from an appropriation of $50,000, to 
$40,000; Fort Delaware from $100,000 to $75,000; 
Fort Calhoun from $100,000 to $75,000; Fort 
Clinch from $75,000 to $50,000; Fort Alcatraz, 
California, from $50,000 to $30,000; Fort Taylor 
from $75,000 to $70,000; and in regard to the work 
on Fort Gaines, the appropriation was. reduced 
from $50,000 to $30,000. The Senate recedes 
from the remaining disagreeing votes. ‘The amount 
of money involved in the disagreeing votes be- 
tween the two Houses was $1,863,000. The 
Senate recedes from $1,737,000, and the House 
from $126,000. That is excepting the fortification 
appropriations. ‘The House there recedes from 
$600,000, and the Senate from $200,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask a 
question. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. If I yield to one, I must 
vield to all; and as it is necessary we should get 
along with the public business, | must demand 
the previous question on the adoption of the re- 
port. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. BRANCH. Lask that the amendment in 
| reference to disabled soldiers be read. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. BRANCH. Have I not the right to have 
the amendment read ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘Not if objection is made. 

Mr. BRANCH. Then I call for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the report. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr.GARNETT. [ask that the report of the 
committee of conference be read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
| man the right to have it read? 

The SPEAKER. He has. 

The report was read, as above inserted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers 
on the adoption of the report. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were, on 
division—ayes 96, noes 44. 

So the report was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAWFORD moved to reconsider the 

| vote by which the report was agreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I want to 
call the attention of the House to one fact in ref- 
erence to the bill and report that has been just 
passed, in which I am sure a mistake has oc- 
curred. It is in regard to the third amendment, 
relating to disbursing officers, who engage the 
credit of the Government. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table; and there is noth- 
ing before the House. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. IT wish to 
call the attention of the House to the fact that a 

| mistake has occurred, in some way or other, in 
regard to this important measure, and against the 
| will of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. | ask to take from 

the Speaker’s table.the Senate’s amendments to 

| the Post Office apprepriation bill, and have them 

| referred to the Comm:Mee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GRO W.!« I propose to the gentleman from 


Has the gentle- 


| Misso ri, Hat the bill be taken from the Speak- 


|er’s table, and that I be allowed to submit my 
| question of privilege. 


a 


eh eno 


en 
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up the bill? 

Mr. DEAN. [I object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Idesire tosay tomy friends 
in the House, that I have been instracted to in- 
form the Speaker and the House, that the Presi- 
dent will not examine or sign any private bills 
passed after this time. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] desires to submit 
a question of order. 1 am willing that he should 
submit i. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to debate. 

The question was taken; and there were, on 
division—ayes 104, noes 9. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended; and the Senate amendments to 
the Post Office appropriation bill were taken from 
the Speake r’s table. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
nmendments be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to what seems to me a 
privileged question, l do not propose to discuss 
this question, but | want to state it, and have the 
House act upon it. Section seven, article one, 
of the Constitution, provides that all bills for rais- 
ing revenue shall originate in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 1 propose now to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Then I move to 


Resolved, That House bill No. 872, making appropriations 
for defraying the expenses of the Post Office Department 
for the year ending 301 June, 1860, with the Senate amend 
ments thereto, be returned to the Senate, as section thirteen 
of suid amendments is in the nature of a revenue bill. 


I want to state the reason for this resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object to de- 
bate, except it is in order. 

Mr. GROW. It was part of the arrangement 
made by the gentleman from Missouri, that I 
should have the privilege of making a statement: 
otherwise the rules could not have been sus- 
pended. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. [ object. 

Mr. GROW. I have a right to state my point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman has the right. 

Mr.GROW. | hold the course I propose is 
the proper one, when one House thinks its priv- 
ileges have been invaded by the other. The thir- 
teenth section of the amendments of the Senate, 
referred to in my resolution, provides for raising 
the postages. ‘The postages are collected and paid 
into the Treasury, and we appropriate them, the 
same as any other revenue, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Department. The postages for 
ocean mail service are collected in the same way, 
and paid into the Treasury. So that this kind of 
revenue, | take it, comes within that clause of 
the Constitution which prohibits the Senate from 
originating revenue bills. | can see no difference 
between collecting ten cents on a letter and col- 
leeting tet cents on broadcloth. In the one case 
the duty is collected from the citizens who con- 
sume the imported goods, But suppose a citizen 
does not consume any imported goods: then he is 
not taxed; and so the person who sends no letters 
through the mails is not taxed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
point of order. 
proposition. , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania has a right to debate 
his proposition, the previous question not having 
been demanded. 

Mr.GROW. I shall be through in a minute. 
I desire to state my point fully. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. SEWARD, When a similar question arose 
theother day, the Chair ruled me down impera- 
tively and positively. 

The SPEAKER. The difference between the 
occasion referred to by the gentleman and the 
present one, according to the recollection of the 
Chair, is this: on that occasion @ motion was pend- 
ng to suspen! the rules; and, as the question of 
order arose whet there was an uhdebatable mo- 


I insist on the 
The gentleman is debating his 


tion pending, 1 was therefore not d@batable. But, 4 gen@eman 


in this case, the Chair thinks that the veman 
from Peunsylvania has a right to debate & 
lon, 


© gees | : 
ul precedence of the resolution or not, 






Mr. HOUSTON. I would like, with the per- || Mr. GROW. It would defeat the object of the 


mission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, to 


ask him a question, in the direct line of his argu- 
ment. 


Mr. GROW. Certainly. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 1 desire to ask the gentle- 


' man whether it is not competent for the Senate to 


| into market, and direct their sale ? 


| for the purpose of supporting marine hospitals, as || 


| 
\ 


| 


originate a bill proposing to bring unsold tands 
And I desire 
to ask him if it is not competent for the Senate to 
originate a bill increasing the minimum price of 
the public lands from $1 25 per acre to any greater 
sum they may see fit? 

Mr.GROW. The first part of the gentleman’s 
question | answer in the affirmative; but the last 
part of it in the negative. The Senate cannot 
originate a bill increasing the price of the public 
lands, for that is a source of revenue to the Gov- 
ernment. If they can do that, they can originate 
a bill to raise revenue in any other way. 

But, sir, | did not rise to argue the question, 
but merely to state my point. This thirteenth 
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The SPEAKER. Is there objection to taking | 


section proposes to increase the present rates of | 


postage to five cents, and, in some cases, to ten 
cents; which would increase the taxation on those 
who use the mals. Now, | take it that that is 


just exactly the same as if they were to attempt 


to raise the tariff on imported goods, and increase 
the taxes on those whoconsumethem. | can see 
no distinction between the two cases. Without 
further remark, I ask for a vote on my resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. RITCHIE. 


will consent to see the Speaker of this House de- 


I desire to say that I never | 


cide questions of the constitutional power of the | 


House as points of order, and say whether we 
shall receive bills from the Senate, or not. It is 


putting the whole constitutional power of this | 
House in the hands of the Speaker. It is a ques- | 


tion for the House to decide, what is its own con- 
sututional power; and I would trust no Speaker 
with any such power. 

Mr. GROW. I thought the understanding 


was, that we were to have a vote on my resolu- | 


tion, as a question of the privileges of the House. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I think the point 


of order has been well answered by the gentle- | 


man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Rircuie.] The | 


section of the Consutution to which the gentle- 
man refers is not applicable to any case of this 


kind. That section of the Constitution is in these || 


words: 


* All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives ; but the Senate may propose or concur 
with amendments, as on other bills.” 


That section undoubtedly prescribes that bills 


for raising revenue, such as are enumerated in | 


the first clause of the eighth section of the Con- 
stitution, must originate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. ‘That section reads as follows: 

‘The Congress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises.”? 

The amendment of the Senate provides for no 
taxes upon the people, as contemplated by the 
section of the Constitution conferring upon Con- 
gress the power of raising taxes. But we look to 
the public lands as a sourc? of revenue; and we 
look to the deduction from the pay of mariners 


a portion of the revenue, as well as to the post- 
ages. Ifthe point made by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania be correct, then the Senate has no 


power to provide for the sale of the public lands, | 


because they are a source of revenue; the Senate 
have no right to provide for imposing light dues 
or tonnage dues, and has no right to provide for 


a deduction from the wages of seamen for the | 
support of marine hospitals, because, in his opin- | 


ion, they would be bills raising revenue, 

Mr. GROW. I propose this as a question of 
the privileges of the House under the Constitu- 
tion, and not as a point of order, as gentlemen 
say. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I will not debate 
the question further. 
question. 

Mr. GROW. 4I suppose the Speaker will, at 
least, submit the question to the House, whether 
phis isa uestion of ivi or.not. 

The SPEAKER. Phe C&gir supposes that the 
is ented toa totéupon his resolution; 
bor the*ificulty which the Chair has, is as to 
petority whether the motion to cotnmit will take 
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| resolution to give priority to the motion to com. 
| mit. 
| The SPEAKER. The bill with the Senate 
amendments has been taken from the Speaker's 
table. The gentleman from Missouri moves to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania raises the question, that the Senate 
by a particular section of the amendments, an 
| invaded the privileges of the House. The Chair 
| supposes that the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is properly submitted, and 
that the question will have to be first taken upon 
that proposition. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


[ ask the gentle. 


(man from Missouri to withdraw the demand for 


the previous question, to enable me to submit the 
following amendment: 


| Strike out all after the word “ resolved,’? and insert: 

| That the amendment of House bill (No. 872) making 
appropriations for the expenses of the Post Office Depart. 

| ment, tor the year ending June 30, 1860, increasing the rates 
of postage, is nota violation of that clause of the Constity- 

/ tion which requires that all bills for raising the revenues 

shall be originated in the House of Represeutatives. 


Mr. PHELPS. Very well; I withdraw the 
demand for the previous question for that purpose, 
and renew it again. 

Mr. GROW. Dol understand that the gen- 
tleman from Missouri admits that amendment? 
‘That is not in accordance with the understanding 
entered into; which was, that | should havea vote 
directly upon my amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Would a motion 
to lay the resolution on the table carry the bill 
with it? 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. He 
' thinks one is independent of the other. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move, then, to 
_ lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. GROW. | demand the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 80, nays 106; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, 
Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, 
Burns, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
James Craig, Crawford, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Missis- 
| sippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, English, Foley, Garnett, Gar- 
| treil, Greenwood, Gregg, Grover, Lawrence W. Uall, Haw- 
kins, Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 
Jenkins, George W. Jones, Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, 
Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, McRae, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Mason, Miles, Millson, Moore, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. 
Phelps, Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Sandidge, Scales, Seward, 
Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert 
| Smith, William Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, 

George ‘Taylor, Miles ‘Taylor, Ward, Watkins. Whiteley, 
| Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, 
' and Jobn V. Wright—80. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Abbort, Ahl, Andrews, Bennett, Bishop, 
| Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Chaffee ,Chap- 
| man, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clark B. 
| Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curtis, 

Davis of Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, 
| Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dimmick, Dodd, Durfee, Fen- 
| ton, Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Good- 
| win, Groesbeck, Grow, Robert B. Hat, Harris, Hatch, 
Hickman, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, Keim, 
Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leach, Leidy, 
| Leiter, Lovejoy, McKibbin, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
Maynard, Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Mor- 
ris, Isaac N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Pendieton, Pettit, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Pottie, 
' Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Ro*¥C, Russell, Savage, 

John Sherman, Judson W. Shesman, Spianer, Stanton, 
| William Stewart, Thayer, Tnompson, Tompkins, Under- 

wood, Vallandigham, Vanee, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, 

Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, 
| Israel Washburn, and Zollicoffer—106. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. JEWETT stated that he had paired off 
/ with Mr. Case, who had been called to one of the 
Departments. If he (Mr. Jewett) were at lib- 


|| erty to vote, he should vote *‘ ay.’’ 


I demand the previous || 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. HARLAN stated that he had paired off 
_with Mr. Joun Cocurane. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
would be very willing that the question should 
be taken directly on ‘the resolution, without any 
further discussion, and I moved the previous 
question for that purpose; but I want gentlemen 
to understand that, if this resolution is passed, 
and the bill returned to the Senate, the Post Office 
appropriation bill will probably be lost. If the 
' bill is considered in the House, or in the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, the vote of the House ma 
| be had upon every amendment of the Senate, an 


Po sae I 
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1859. 
a division may be had in reference to this thir- 
teenth section between the clause increasing the 
rate of postage, and the clause abolishing the 
franking privilege. I demand the previous ques- 


jon. 
, The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inquire 
whether the gentleman withdrew his demand for 
the previous question to permit the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to offer his amend- 
ment? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will announce 
that, if the previous question be seconded and the 


} 


; 


main question ordered, the question will be first | 


ypon the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, then upon the resolution, when the Chair | 


will hold that it has exhausted itself, 

Mr. GROW. 1 think it was hardly in accord- 
ance with the understanding that I should have a 
yote directly upon my resolution, upon which 
understanding we agreed that the bill should be 
taken from the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
understanding. 

Mr.GROW. Very well; I will have no mis- 


I had no such 


understanding when the next appropriation bill | 


comes to be taken from the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


understanding. 


I had no such | 
In conversation this morning | | 


understood the gentleman from Pennsylvania to | 
desire to make a point of order, to which I as- | 
sented. 1 did not know that there was any under- | 
standing that the gentleman should have a direct | 


yote on his resolution. 

Mr.GROW. That was certainly my under- 
standing. There are other bills to come up, and 
I shall see that there is no misunderstanding in 
future. 1 am not disposed to be factious in refer- 
ence to these appropriation bills; but I give notice 
that, if this understanding is not carried out, I 
will not give my consent to take any other bill 
from the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I do not see 
any necessity for insisting upon this resolution. 
J understand that the House may have a separate 
vote upon each of the Senate amendments. 

Mr. HOWARD. [I rise to a question of order. 
The amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee is simply the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania reversed. It is the 
resolution itself turned the other end foremost; 
and I submit that it is not in order. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Tennessee that he withdraw his 
proposition, and allow the vote to be taken di- 
rectly upon the resolution of the gentleman from 
Penusylvania. It amounts to the same thing. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 offered that 
amendment without intimation or suggestion 
from, or conference with, any one. I[ was not 
aware that it would be construed as in violation 


of any understanding on the part of the gentleman | 


from Missouri and the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. As the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
however, construes it to be in violation of such 
an understanding, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I will say, in 
reference to the understanding, that it was, on my 


part, simply that the gentleman from Pennsylva- | 


nia should have the opportunity to make his prop- 
osiuon in the shape of a question of order, to be 


decided by the House. 1 assented to that prop- 
osition, 


The resolution was again read. 
The SPEAKER. The amendment of the Sen- 


ate, to which the resolution refers, will now be 
read, 


The Clerk read it, as follows: 


Sec. 13. And he it further enacted, That from and after the 
Ist day of July, 1859, in lieu of the rates of postage now estab- 
lished by law, there shall be charged the following rates, to 
Wit: For every single letter in. manuscript, or paper of any 
kind,in which information shall be asked for, or communi- 
cated in writing, or by marks or signs, conveyed in the mail 
for any distance between places in the United States not 
exceeding three thousand miles, five cents ; and for any dis- 
tance over three thousand miles, ten cents ; and for a double 
letter there shall be charged double these rates ; and for a 
treble letter treble these rates ; and every letter or parcel not 
exceeding half an ounce in weight shall be deemed a single 
letter; and every additional weight of half an ounce, or ad- 
ditional weight of Jess than a half ounce, shall be charged 
With an additional single rate of postage. And there shall 
be charged for letters conveyed in the mail, wholly or in 
part by sea, and to or from a foreign country, without re- 
rd to distance, ten cents; and for each half ounce in 
Weight, or additional weight of Jess than half an ounce, ex- 
cepting, however, all cases in which such postages have 
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been or shall be adjusted at different rates by postal treaty 
or convention already coucluded or hereafter to be made. 
And every letter or package brought into the United States, 
or carried from one part therein to another, in any private 
ship or vessel. shail be charged with five cents ; if delivered 
at the post office where the same shall arrive ; and if des- 
tined to be conveyed thence by postto any place, two cents 
shall be added to the ordinary rates of postage. All drop 

letters, or letters placed in any post office not for transmis 

sion, and for delivery only, shall be charged at the rate of 
one cent. each, to be prepaid by postage stamps, and ac 

counted for as other letter postage. And all letters which 
shall hereafter be advertised as remainifg over or uncalled 
for in any post office, shall be charged with one cent each, 
in addition to the regular postage, to be accounted for as 
postages now are. And upon all letters passing through er 
in the mails of the United States, excepting such as are to 
or from a foreign country, and letters and packages to or 
from any ex: President of the United States, or any person 
Or persons to whom the franking privilege has been granted 
hy name and letters and packages, to and from the officers 
of the Post Office Department, and of the Auditor's office 
ot the Post Office Department, exclusively on official busi 

ness, the rates of postage hereby established shall be pre- 
paid by postage stamps or stamped envelopes, or in money 
if the Postmaster General shall so direct. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 76; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnold, 
Barr, Bennett, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Butfinton, 
Burlingame, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Horace F. 
Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Col- 
fax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Mary- 
land, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, 
Dewart, Dick, Dimmick. Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Fenton, Flor- 
ence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harris, Hickman, Hoard, 
Hodges, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, Keim, Kelsey, Kil- 
gore, Knapp, John ©. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leach, 
Leiter, Lovejoy, McKibbin, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, 
Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, 
Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Phillips, 
Pike, Potter, Pottle, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Rob 
erts, Royce, Russell, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson 
W. Sherman, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Wiltiam 
Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, Thayer, ‘Thompson, Tompkins, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Vanee, Wade, Walbridge, Wal 
drown, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Eilihu B. Wash- 
burne, White, Wood, and Zollicoffer—117 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, 
Bonbam, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, 
Caskic, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, Corning, James Craig, 
Crawford, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Foley, Gar 
nett, Gartrell, Greenwood, Gregg, Grover, Lawrence W. 
Hall, Hawkins. Hopkins. Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jack 
son, George W. Jones, Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, Letcher, 
Maclay, McQueen, McRae, Samuel 8. Marshall, Miles, 
Millson, Moore, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Powell, 
Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Sandidge, Seales, Scott, Seward, 
Heury M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, George Tay 
lor, Miles ‘Taylor, Ward, Watkins, Whiteley, Winslow, 
Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright 
—i6. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
Pending the above call, 


Mr. HARLAN stated that he had paired off 
with his colleague Mr. CockeriLt; otherwise, he 
would have voted in the affirmative. 

It was stated that Mr. Grppinas had paired off 
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Mr. GARNETT. I would like to hear the bill 
read, 

Mr. RITCHIE. I object. 

Tne SPEAKER. The Chair supposes, then, 
that the bill cannot be read, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for tellers 
on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Craic, of 
Missouri, and Goocn were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 115, noes 17. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended; and the bill establishing certain 
post routes was read a first and second time. 

Mr. GARNETT demanded the reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move to suspend the rules, 
so that the reading of the bill may be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. BURNETT. IL ask whether it is in order 
to suspend the rules requiring a Representative to 
vote, on any measure, without hearing it read? 
Is it in the power of the majority to prevent a mi- 
nority from understanding anything about the 
business of the country ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘lhe practice has been, ac- 
cording to the recollection of the Chair, uniform 
—and the decisions of my predecessors have been 
sustained on appeal—in entertaining a motion to 
suspend the rules requiring a bill to be read. 

Mr. ENGLISH. If the gentleman from Ken- 





tucky will send for House bill No. 874, he will 


find what is identically the same as this. 


Mr. BURNEUCT. ‘I do not want the bill read; 


| but I am opposed to the precedent of dispensing 
| with the reading of a bill, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is only following 
the precedents that have been set heretofore. 

The question being on suspending the rules, 

Mr. GARNETT called for the yeas and nays; 
and for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighteen. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I wish now to say a word, 
in order not to be misunderstood. Some time ago 
the House passed the post route bill. It was 
sent to the Senate, and there passed with sundry 
amendments. The first of these amendments 
related solely to post routes; but others of them 
related to other subjects—increasing the rates of 
postage, abolishing the franking privilege, in re- 


| gard to the compensation of postmasters, &c. In 


regard to this bill, the same principle is involved 
in one of these amendments as was involved in 


| the amendments to the Post Office appropriation 


for the remainder of the session with his col- ,, 


league, Mr. Miter. 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 


' rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 


found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 667) 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1860; 
when the Speaker signed the same. 


POST ROUTE BILL, 


Mr. ENGLISH. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a post route bill, in 
which the constituents of a majority of members 
are interested. It contains only the routes agreed 
upon by the House and Senate. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I object. We have killed 
the postal service bill, and I see no reason for in- 
creasing the number of routes. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 
rules, then, for the purpose | have indicated. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand that, 
in this bill, there is voted to the overland route 
from Salt Lake City to Placerville, $100,000 in 
addition to what is now paid. Instead of giving 


| the company three hundred thousand dollars and 


odd, it proposes to give them $400,000. 


I move a suspension of the | 


bill, on which the genteman from Pennsylvania 
made a question of privilege. 1, therefore, in view 
of the action of the House on that bill, thoughtit 
better to offer a new post route bill, including only 
the amendment of the Senate, in regard to post 


| routes exclusively. 


Mr. MILLSON. I rise toa question of order. 


| The House has suspended its rules for the pur- 


| pose of dispensing with 
| That dispenses with the 


the reading of the bill. 
rules of the House, and 
brings the House under the general parliament- 


-ary law and the law of the Constitution, which 
| are still operating, and which require that every 
| member of a collective body shall have a right to 


| know upon what he is called to vote. 


I make 


' this point of order for the purpose of requiring 


the House to settle it by an appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair, if the Chair shall decide that 
the House can suspend its rules, so as to escape 
the general obligation under the parliamentary 


| law, and the law of the Constitution, entitling 


members to know upon what they are called to 


| vote, 


The SPEAKER. What part of the Constitu- 
tion does the gentleman refer to ? 

Mr. MILLSON. ‘Theclause constituting this 
House of Representatives, a majority of which 
are to determine all questions coming before it. 

The SPEAKER. Each House has a right to 
determine the rules of its proceedings. 

Mr. MILLSON. Certainly; but the House 


| has suspended its own rules, leaving it as consti- 


tuted by the Constitution. 
The SPEAKER. The practice is one of every 
day occurrence. The Chair does not understand 


| that when the rulesare suspended to allow a par- 


\| ticular thing to be done which could not be done 





ee 
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under the rules, itis a suspension of all the rules. 
The Chair understands it to be simply a suspen- 
sion of such rules as prevent the member from 
accomplishing what he desires to accomplish. 
Mr. MILLSON. Dol understand the Chair 
to decide that two thirds under the rules—and if 


a 


the rales had authorized a majority it would have | 


been a majority —havea right to require members 
of the House to vote for the passage or rejection 
of a bill, not one word of which has been read ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chairstated, when the 
question was raised before, that he was only fol- 
lowing the precedents which had been repeatedly 
set by hia pre decessors. oa 

Mr. MILLSON. I want it in the solemn form 
of a decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. It has been decided on ap- 
al more than once. 


Mr. MILLSON. Do Lunderstand the Chair | 


to make the decision that the bill need not be read; 
and that members may be called upon to vote on 
the bill without knowing what is in it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chairdid so decide; and 


the rules were suspended. 


Mr. MILLSON. I appeal, then, from the de- 


cision of the Chair. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the appeal | 


comes too late. 


Mr. MILLSON. This appeal is founded upon 


the present state of the question. My point is, | 
that the suspension of the rules of the House || 
brings the bill under the operation of the Consti- || 


tution and the law of Parliament; and that, under 
that law, the bill is still required to be read. If 
the Chair decides otherwise, I appeal from his 
decision. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I would ask the gentleman if 
he has ever known a post route bill to be read since 


he has been a member of the House? | 


Mr. MILLSON. Ihave no objection to this |! 


particular bill. itis the pernicious precedent that | 

l object to. | 

Mr. RITCHIE. That is not an answer to my | 
question. IT want an answer.” 

Mr. MILLSON. Perhaps the reading has never 
been called for. 

Mr. ENGLISII. I object to debate. 

‘Mr. CLAY. [rise to a privileged question. I 
am again constrained to ask the House to excuse 
me from voting, on the ground thatI know noth- 
ing of the bill before the House, and the House 
has refused to have it read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will propound the 
question to the House when the question of order 
shall have been disposed of. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I suggest to gen- | 


tlemen that they should allow the bill to be read. 
We are consuming more time in parleying about 
the matter than would be required for the reading 
of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
reading of the bill? 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. What has be- 
come of the question raised by the gentleman from 
Virginia? I desire to record my vote on it. Ido 
not think a member can be called on to vote ona 
bill which has never been read. 

Mr. BURNETT. I now call for the reading 
of the bill. Ido it under the parliamentary law, 


and what I regard to be the rights of members of || Kunkel, Joon C. Kunkel, McQueen, McRae, Samuel 8. | 


Congress under the Constitution. 
The SPEAKER. The question of order, raised 
by the 


the rules, has placed itself, in disposing of this 


bill, under the operation of the general parlia- | 
mentary law; and that that law requires that the | 


bill shall be read if any member desires it. 


Mr. MILLSON. It is, that it is incident to | 


the constitution of every legislative body that its 
members have a right to know on what they are 
called upon to vote, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 


question of order raised by the gentleman from | 


Virginia. It involves the very same point that 
the Chair decided when the House suspended the 
rules. The Constitution declares that each House 
may determine the rules of its proceedings. For 
the purposes of this bill, the House has declared 
that the bill shall be considered without being 
read in extenso. In making this decision, the 
Chair follows the precedents which have exist- 
ed for years, and which have been sustained by 


|, main question ordered to be put. 


: ss . | 
gentieman from Virginia, as the Chair un- || 
derstands it, is, that the House having suspended | 
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| every House upon appeal, according to the recol- I Mr. ENGLISH moved to reconsider the vote 


lection of the Chair. 
| Mr. MILLSON. Ido not remember any such 
| precedent. It is abad precedent. Ilappeal from 
| the decision of the Chair; and I demand the yeas 
| and nays on the appeal, 


on the table. 


| Mr. MILLSON. 1 demand the yeas and nays 
| on that motion. 

_ ‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

| The SPEAKER. In the last Congress the 
|| following precedent occurred: 


: ** The reading of the said amendments having been called 
| for, 
|; Mr. Lewts D. Campsetr moved that the rules be sus- 
| pended so as to dispense with the same. 
| * Pending which, 
| Mr. Wittiam Samira made the point of order that it was 
| not competent for the House to deprive a member of the 
|| privilege of having a proposition read before voting upon it. 
“The SpeEaKeR stated that the right to have a proposi- 
|| tion read was derived from the rules, but that it was com- 
|| petent for the House to suspend the rules, and thereby de- 
|| prive him of the privilege. He, therefore, overruled the point 
of order. 

* From this decision of the Chair, Mr. Smrrn appealed. 


|, Chair stand as the jugment of the House ?? 
“ It was decided in the affirmative. 
“So the decision of the Chair was sustained.” 


| 
| 


The question was taken, and the appeal was 
laid on the table. 


tisu and by Mr. Cox, proposing additional local 
|| post routes. 
|| Mr. ENGLISH demanded the previous ques- 
tion upon the engrossment and third reading of 
|! the bill. 
|| ‘The previous —— was seconded, and the 
1 
| ‘The amendments were agreed to. } 
The billas amended was ordered to be engrossed |} 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, was || 
accordingly read the third time. || 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas |. 
|| and nays on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. LEITER moved that the House adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


\| The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


| the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 66; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, All, Bennett, Bowie, 
| Boyee, Brayton, Bryan, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burns, 
\| Case, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, John B. Clark, Clark B. Coch- 
|| rane, John Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Cox, Cra- 


|| gin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of | 
|| Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Elliott, | 
' 


English, Eustis, Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gartrell, 
Gillis, Gilmer, Gooch, Granger, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, 
Robert B. Hall, Harris, Hatch, Hawkins, Hickman, Hodges, 
| Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Owen 
|| Jones, Kelsey, Lamar, Landy, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, Love- 
| joy, Maclay, Maynard, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac 
N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, 
Niblack, Nichols, Olin, Parker, William W. Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Pottle, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Rus- 
| sell, Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Shorter, Rob- 
ert Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, James A. Stewart, William 
|) Stewart, Tappan, George Taylor, ‘Thayer, Underwood, 
|| Vanee, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Ward, Israel Wash- 
|| burn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Woodson, and Augustus 
|| R. Wright—L10. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Bonham, 
|| Branch, Burnett, Caskie, Chapman. Horace F. Clark, Cobb, 
|| Covode, Burton Craige, Davis of Mississippi, Dawes, Ed- 
|} mundson, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Garnett, Greenwood, 
|| Gregg, Groesbeck, Haskin, Hill, Hoard, Houston, Jenkins, 
George W. Jones, Keim, Keitt, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. 


Marshall, Matteson, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Palmer, 


man, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, 
|| Stevenson, Talbot, Thompson, ‘Tompkins, Vallandigham, 
|| Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
and John V. Wright—66. 
So the bill was passed. 

'| Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. BURNETT stated that, not having heard 
| the bill read, or having an opportunity to know 
| what it contained, he should vote ** no.”’ 
| Mr. HARLAN stated that he had paired off 
|| with Mr. Jonn Cocurane. 
| Mr. LETCHER said that, if he had been within 
| the bar when his name was ry ghar that 
|| the Puget Sound route was in the bill—he should 
| have voted **no.”’ 

Mr. CAVANAUGH stated that, for the rea- 
| son suggested by the gentleman from Virginia— 


that Puget Sound was in the bill—he should vote 


ee 
‘The vote was then announced as above re- 
corded. 


Mr. HALL, of Ohio. I move to lay the appeal | 


* And the question being put, ‘ Shall the decision of the | 


Amendments were then submitted by Mr. Ence- | 


_ by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
| lay the motion to reconsider on the table, 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


| 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Senate, } 
Mr. Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had receded from the 
amendments of the Senate disagreed to by the 
| House to the bill of the House making appropria- 
| tions for the payment of invalid and other pen- 

sions of the United States for the year ending 
|| June 30, 1860. 


| MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 


A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, by J. B. Henry, his Private 
|| Secretary, informing the House that he had oy 
|| this day approved and signed bills originating in 
|| the House of the following titles: 

An act for the relief of Eli W. Goff; 

| An act making appropriations for the legisla- 
|| tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the Goy- 
|| ernment for the year ending June 30, 1860. 


1 EDWARD INGERSOLL. 

|| Mr. CHAFFEE. I ask the unanimous con- 
| 

| 

| 





_sentof the House to discharge the Committee of 

| the Whole House on the Private Calendar from 
the further consideration of the bill of the House 

| (No. 224) for the relief of Edward Ingersoll. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object. 

| Mr. CHAFFEE. I hope the gentleman will 

| not do that. 

Mr. DAVIS of Mississippi. I do object, and 


Mr. CHAFFEE. Mr. Speaker, this is the only 


| will insist upon my objection. 


favor I have asked of the House, and the only 
one [ shall ever have to make to the House of 
Representatives. I move to suspend the rules, 
and ask that the bill may be read. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object to the 


| reading. 


| Pettit, Peyton, Pike, Potter, Powell, Royce, Ruthin, Savage, | 
Scales. Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher- | 


| 

|| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask the gentle- 
/man from Louisiana whether he did not make 
| the statement, this morning, that he had been in- 
| formed by the President of the United States that, 
| from this time to the adjournment of the session, 
| he would not have time to examine any bills other 
| than the appropriation bills? 


Mr. DAVIDSON. That was my statement. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Then it will be 
utterly useless to pass these private bills. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I rise toa question 
| of privilege. I desire to know whether it is in 
| order for the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
‘|| and Means to inform the House in advance what 

bills the President will approve and what he will 
not. I submit that it is contrary to the privileges 
of this House to bring any such statement to bear 
|| upon the action of this House. 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The statement 
| was merely informal, of course. I hope the 
House will ‘not allow such private business to 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
( 
| 
| 


stand in the way of the public business. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. 1 will merely say that this 

'| bill does not appropriate more than $400 in the 
|| aggregate. The gentleman from Mississippi ob- 
| jects to the reading, and | ask for the vote on the 
| motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I cali for the yeas 
and nays on that motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for tellers 
on the yeas and nays. 

TefRers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for tellers 
on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bona and 
Burrinton were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 96, noes 30. ‘ 
So the rules were suspended. 
_ Mr. CHAFFEE demanded the previous ques- 
| tion. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
|, main question ordered. 
|| The bill directs the Secretary of War to pay 
Edward Ingersoll, military storekeeper at Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, $335 75, being the amount 


of judgment, with costs, against him for hire of 


carriages, used by the board of commissioners 
under act of 3d March, 1853, while in the dis- 
| charge of their duty. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas | The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
and nays. | ayes 19, noes 115. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. So the House refused to order a call. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
and it was accordingly read the third time. Davis, of Mississippi, to suspend the rules to | and I hope the bill will be taken up and passed. 

The bill was then passed. | enable him to move to take a recess. | There being no objection, the bil was taken up 

Mr. CHAFFEE moved to reconsider the vote |; The tellers resumed their places; and the ques- || from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and 
first taken; and also moved that the motion to || tion having been put, five members voted in the || second time. 
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Vy 


|| zens, as reclamation for damages done to their 
| property. There can be no objection to the bill. 





Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri.” I have examined 
the provisions of that bill, I think they are right, 





reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


RED RIVER RAFT. 


Mr. SANDIDGE. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate resolution No. 84, giving the assent of 
Congress to certain acts passed by the Legisla- 
tures of Louisiana and Arkansas, in relation to 
the raftof Red river, and for other purposes. The 
bill only authorizes those States to prosecute a 
work which has already cost the United States 
600,000, but which the Government has aban- 
doned. 

Mr. BLAIR. I object. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I move that the rules be 
suspended for the oo I have indicated. The 
passage of this bil 
ance to three hundred thousand people. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that this levies a 
tax upon the commerce of the river. I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 83, nays 82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ahl, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Bennett, || 


Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Bryan, Buffinton, Burlin- 
game, Burns, Caskie, Chaffee, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, 
John Cochrane, Corning, Crawford, Davis of Indiana, Davis 
of Iowa, Dimmick, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, 
Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Greenwood, 
Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Harris, Hawkins, Hill, Hodges, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jenkins, Owen Jones, Keim, 
Keitt, Kelsey, Lamar, Maclay, McRae, Samuel S. Marshall, 
Mason, Magnard, Millson, Edward Joy Morris, Niblack, 
Nichols, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Purviance, 
Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts. Ruffin, Russell, 
Sandidge, Seward, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Spin- 
ner, Stallworth, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Un- 
derwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Walbridge, Wood, Wood- 
son, Wortendyke, and Augustus R. Wright—83. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, 
Brayton, Burnett, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, 
John B. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cur- 
tis, Davis of Maryland, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Fenton, Foster, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, 


Granger, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Hatch, 





Hickman, Horton, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kil- 
ore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leach, Lovejoy, Humphrey 
Marshall, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, 
Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Olin, 








Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Potter, Pottle, Royce, Savage, 

Seales. Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher- 

man, William Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, Thayer, Thomp- 

son, Tompkins, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 

Wantans, ales B. Washburne, Watkins, and John V. 
right—®2. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. HATCH said that he voted in the nega- | 
tive because he believed that this Government 
had no right to levy duties upon domestic ton- 
nage. 

Messrs. BRANCH and McQUEEN, not being | 
within the bar when their names were called, | 
asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

They stated that they would have voted in the | 
affirmative. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. | 
_ Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House that we take a recess | 
until seven o’clock, 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire first to | 
understand the condition of the public business in | 
the other House. If it be proper for us to take a | 
ems I will return and submit that motion my- | 
Se 

[Cries of ** Agreed !’*] 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I move to sus- 
pend the rules, to enable me to submit the motion 
that we take a recess until seven o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Mississippi, and Joun CocuRane were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 57, noes 55. 

No we voting. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved that there be a call of 
the House; and on that motion called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. FLorence 
and Spinner were appointed. 


is a matter of great import- || 


| affirmative. 
So the rules were not suspended. 


JAMES A. GLANDING. 


Mr. AHL. I ask the unanimous consent of 

| the House that the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 

_ tion of Senate bill (No. 292) for the relief of James 

| A. Glanding. 

| The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

| place the name of James A. Glanding, of Penn- 

| sylvania, on the roll of invalid pensioners, at the 

| rate of eight dollars a month, commencing on the 
3d day of December, 1855, to continue during his 

| natural life. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, objected. 

| Mr. AHL moved a suspension of the rules. 


The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 
| The bill was ordered toa third reading; and it 
| was accordingly read the third time. 
| Mr. AHL demanded the previous question on 
| the passage of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 


| the motion to reconsider upon the table. 


| 

| 

| The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
| the House that the Senate had agreed to the 
| report of the committee of conference on the dis- 
| agreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 


| ments of the Senate to the bill making appropri- 


| June 30, 1860. 
| NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a priv- 


| amendments of the Senate to the naval appropri- 
| ation bill have met, and after full and free confer- 
ence have agreed to recommend, and do recom- 
mend, to their respective Houses, that the Senate 
recede from its disagreement to the amendment of 
the House to the second amendment of the Sen- 
ate, with an amendment to strike out ** $173,700 ”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof ** $289,000.’’ That, sir, 
is the amendment in relation to the charter or 
purchase of the vessels engaged in the Paraguay 
| expedition. We recommend that the Senate 
| agree to the amendment of the House, with an 
| amendment changing the amount contained in the 
| original text of the Senate amendment, from 
| $173,700 to $289,000. 

The committee also recommend that the Senate 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 


The report is a unanimous one, and I move the 

previous question upon its adoption. 

| The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 


was agreed to. 


| the vote by which the report was agreed to; and 


Mr. Assury Dickins, its Secretary, informing | 


ileged question. The committee of conference on | 
| the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 


recede from its disagreement to the amendment of |! itis probable we shall be in session all night; and 
the House to the third amendment of the Senate. | 


thereof, the report of the committee of conference | 


| 
| 





Mr. AHL moved to reconsider the vote by || 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay || 





| 


| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon | 


| the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 
| 


CONVENTION WITH CHINA. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I ask the 


ri- || “Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
| ations for the naval service for the year ending | 


| Mr.MARSHALL, of Kentucky, called for the 


previous question on its third reading. 

| The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be put. ,; 
| The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
| was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILES obtained the floor. 


| THE LATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PRINTING. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I rise toa priv- 
ileged question. I desire to get the House either 
| to take up the report of the select committee on 
| the accounts of the late Superintendent of Public 
| Printing at this time, or to assign some hour for 
the consideration of the same. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion of the gentleman from NewYork is not 
a privileged question. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Then I propose 

to take it up at once. 
| Objection was made. 


ARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL. 


Mr. MILES. 1 ask the unanimous consent of 
| the House to take up the report of the select com- 
mittee in relation to seats of members, &c., which 
| was some time ago ordered to be printed by the 
| House, and is now in the document room. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It istoo late 
in the session to bring up that report. I object. 

Mr. MILES. I move to suspend the rules. The 
report is very short. I ask that it may be read. 
With the per- 
| mission of the gentleman from South Carolina, to 

whom the floor has been assigned, I ask unani- 
| mous consent of the House to take a recess until 
seven and a half o’clock. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It will be un- 
derstood that the gentleman from South Carolina 
| will have the floor as soon as the House reassem- 
| bles. I hope the proposition of the gentleman 
| from Missoari will be agreed to, and we shall take 


With that un- 
| derstanding, I ask the gentleman from South Car- 
otina to give me the floor to enable me to move to 
| suspend the rules for that 
| Mr. MILES. I am wi 
| motion, if it is the general understanding that I 
| shall have the floor whenthe House reassembles. 
| 
| 


aoe 
ling to withdraw my 


[Cries of ‘‘Agreed !’’] 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move, then, to 
| suspend the rules for the purpose of enabling me 
| to make the motion that the House take a recess 
until seven and a half o’clock. I will remark that 


I hope the House will take a recess, to enable 
members to obtain rest. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 


|| amined and found duly enrolled bills of the fol- 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to reconsider | 


lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. 662) making appropriations for 
the payment of invalid and other pensions of the 
United States for the year ending the 30th of 


| June, 1860. 


| unanimous consent of the House to take from the | 


Speaker’s table Senate bill (No. 606) to carry 


into effect the convention between the United || 


States and China, concluded on the 8th Novem- 

ber, 1858, at Shanghae. ‘ ‘ 
I will say to the House, that the bill appropri- 

ates no money. It merely provides for the ap- 


| 


An act (H. R. 889) to provide for the care and 


| presserenien of the works constructed by the 


Jnited States, for bringing the Potomac water 
into the cities of Washington and Georgetown, 
for the supply of said water for all governmental 
| purposes, and for the uses and benefit of the in- 

habitants of the said cities. 


WIDOWS OR HEIRS OF DECEASED MEMBERS. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask the gentleman 


pointment of a commissioner to divide a fund || from Missouri to allow me to introduce a joint 


which China has agreed, in the late treaty made {| resolution, the object of which is to pay 
by Mr. Reed, to distribute among American citi- || widows or heirs-at-law of deceased membe 


to the 
rs the 
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compensation to which they were entitled at the | 


time of theirdeath. By the decision of the Speaker 
in the case of the widow of the late Thomas L 
Harris, such compensation cannot be paid unless 
by the passage of a law for that purpose. The 
Committee on Mileage have prepared a joint res- 
olution which my colleague, [Mr. Smrra,] the 
chairman of that committee, has been endeavor- 
ing for days to get the floor to report. Il ask the 
consentof the House to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 1 will not with- 
draw my motion; but, | presume, there will be no 
objection to the proposition of the gentleman, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This is no time to 
amend the law regulating compensation of mem- 
bi ra of Congress. I object. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Hlinois. 
the rules. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I] am appealed to, 
on all sides, to yield the floor; but I cannot. | 
would yield willingly under other circumstances. 

Mr. MILES. When the floor was assigned 
to me, I yielded to the gentleman from Missouri 
alone. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Bococx in 
the chair.) The Chair wiil state the condition of 
the question. The Chair assigned the floor tothe 
gentieman from South Carolina. The gentleman | 
from Missouri appealed to the gentleman from 
South Carolina to yield him the floor to make a | 
motion for a recess, which he did; and then the 
gentleman from Missouri yielded the floor to the 
gentieman from Illinois, in case there was unan- 
imous consent forthe proposition he had to make. 
Objection being made, the question recurs on the 
mouon of the gentleman from Missouri. 

The rules were suspended. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, demanded the pre- | 
vious question on his motion that the House take | 
a recess until half past seven o’clock, p. m. 

The previous questior was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was adopted. 

Pending the vote, 

On motion of Mr. WORTENDYKE, it was 

Ordered, Tiiat leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the case of Joseph B. 


Toombs, in order that they may be referred to the proper 
Department. | 


I move to suspend 


And then the House (at nine minutes after four 
o'clock, p. m.) took a recess until seven and a_ 
half o’clock, p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The House resumed its session at seven anda 
half o’clock, p. m. 


REARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Bocock in 
the chair.) When the House took a recess, the 
uestion pending was a motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Mives] to suspend the 
rules for the introduction of a report from the 
special commitiee to whom was referred the res- 
olution of the House of December 23, directing 
them **to consider and reportupon the expediency 
of removing the presentdesks from the Hall, and 
making such a rearrangement of the seats of 
members as will bring them together into a 
smaller space, 80 as to insure greater facility of 
hearing and more orderly debate, 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Speaker, I sought the floor 
this morning with a view of testing the sense of 
the House on the proposition of the select com- 
mittee, 

Mr. EDIE. Is the motion to suspend the rules 
debatable . 

The SPEAKER. It is not; but the gentleman 
from South Carolina has the right to state the | 
matter upon which a suspension is asked. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. 1 object to debate. 

Mr. MILES. I ask that the report be read. It 
will consume but a minute or two. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 object. 

Mr. BURNETT. I suggest that, as there is 
not a quorum present, the report had better be | 
allowed to be read. 

Objection was withdrawn. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 


That they bave given the matter due consideration, and 
have come, unanimously, to the conclusion that the re- 
moval of the desks, and bringing members together into a | 
more Compact area, is not only expedient and desirable, but | 
would, if effected, be, in itselt, a most important step to- | 
wards many legisiauve reforms. So taras the desks are | 


lmmense size. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a 


own personal experience—that they have become a nui- 


sance. The chief argument for retaining them is the strong- | 


est reason for their abolition, namely: the convenient facil- || 


concerned, your committee feel—some of them from their 
j 
i 
| 
| 
j 


ity which they afford members for writing letters and 
franking documents. It would certainly seem as if the | 


| very first duty of a Representative in Congress was not || 
simply to attend bodily in his place, but to listen to, under | 


stand, and, when occasion requires it, participate in the 
discussions and proceedings of the body of which he is a 
member. This isa truth so self-evident that its enuncia 

tion is almost superfluous. But we ask any honorable | 
member candidly to say, whether he has found it practica 

ble, in his own experience, while absorbed in writing letters 
at his desk, to attend to what is going on in the House? If 


it be urged that there are times when even the most con- |} 
scientious member may feel that he is not called upon to || 


listen attentively; asduring the reading of prosy manuscript | 
speeches, or the delivering of ad captandum ** Buncombe”’ 

ones, really not addressed to the House, nor intended to 

influence its action; still we may reply that the very re- | 
source of the desks, upon which so many fall back asa | 
refuge against dullness or empty sound, contributes to per- | 
petuare the infliction, upon the country, of evils from which | 
we manage partially to protect ourselves. There can be | 
little doubt that, if there were no desks in the Hall, a very | 
decided improvement would take place in the character of 
congressional speeches. 
have been to be compelled for any purpose to wade through 
the interminable columns of the Daily Globe, can doubt 
that this is a * consummation devoutly to be wished.”? But 


itis not merely because the desks withdraw the attention || 


of members from the business legitimately before them— | 


which it 1s their sworn and paid duty to attend to—that | 


their removal is desirable. 


The space occupied by the present arrangement of chairs || 


and desks is so large that itis always difficult and some 


times impossible for those ata distance from the Clerk or | 


from the member speaking, to hear distinctly. This arises 
not from any acoustic defectin the Hall, but simply from its 
The result is, that resolutions have to be 
reported or remarks repeated so often that not only much 
valuable time is lost, but a degree of noise and confusion 
ensues very unfavorable to calin and deliberate discussion. 
Itinay not be inappropriate in this connection to remark that 
the English House of Commons, numbering six hundred 
and fifty-four members, holds its sessions in a hall very 
much smaller than our own, which has to accommodate 
but two hundred and thirty-six members. 
nor Commons, however, in England, have desks, and the 


arrangement of their seats in consequence is so compact | 


as to bring them into a comparatively concentrated area, 
Your committee have conferred freely with Captain 


Meigs, the able and accomplished superintendent of the | 


| Capitol extension, who very kindly, at their instance, pre- | 


| itself, with a view to ascertain into how much smaller space 


, As the result of these experiments, we are authorized to 


| of their desks 
| selves heard without screaming themselves hoarse, and hope 
| tocatch the Speaker’s eye and obtain the floor without | 


pared a diagram of the floor of the House, to assist them in || 
|| were suspended, 


their examination. He also went through with them va- 
rious measurements, both on the drawing and in the Hall 


members might be comfortably and conveniently seated. 


say that Captain Meigs considers it perfectly practicable to 
make such an arrangement of seats as will bring members 
near enongh together to see and hear each other distinetly. 
This is surely agreat desideratum, and ought in itself to rec- 
oncile Inembers to the loss of the purely selfish enjoyment | 
When honorable gentlemen can make them- | 


| scrambling (or it with the noise and vociferation of school | 


'| will put the entire House in possession of it, we may then | 


boys scrambling for au apple ; when the distinet reading of | 
a resolution or report once or twice from the Clerk’s desk | 


expect to have quiet, decorous, and orderly debate; real, 
legitimate discussion of the subject-matter pending before 
us, instead of interminable discussions, de quolibet ente, ad- 
dressed in point of fact to different constituencies, and not 
even intended for the ear of the House. 

To meet the objection which may be urged against the 
removal of the desks, that they are necessary at times for 
the purpose of writing resolutions or supporting books of 
reference, &c., we would say, that in the rearrangement of 
the Hall, in the plan contemplated, ample facilities would be 


afforded tor these purposes. A table placed in the open space || 


in front of the Speaker's seat would, in itself, be sufficient 
for both these objects, and would be a convement spot from 
which to read extracts from authorities cited im debate. | 

1 





Large tables mightalso be placea in the corners of the Hall, 


and supplied with writing materials. Besides, with our 


present convenient retiring rooms, so immediately adjacent || 


and opening upon our own private lobby, there would be | 


abundant opportunity for writing afforded those who might || 
at any particular me not consider their presence necessary | 


in the House. It would requit’ but a few seconds, cer- 


tainly not half a minute, to summon a member from either || 


of these rooms in case of a vote, or the coming up of any 
matter in which be might teel an interest. 

In conclusion, your committee have to say, that they 
verily believe that, small and comparatively insignificant as 
the reform which they advocate may now seem, yet, should 
the House adopt it, the advantages which wil flow from it 


will very soon be so numerous and apparent as not only to | 


impress Congress, but the country at large. It will then be 


No one, whose misfortune it may || 


Neither Lords | 


| 
' 
| 
| 
|| ter. 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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now on suspending the rules to enable the gentle. 


man from South Carolina to introduce the rego. 


lution? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the rules will be suspended. 
Several Members. I hope they will not. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Iam satisfied 
that it will be the greatest reform that can be ac. 
complished by this Congress. 
[Loud cries to order.] 
Mr. MILES called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided jn 
the affirmative—yeas 123, nays 56; as foilows: 


YEAS-~-Messrs. All, Andrews, Atkins, Barksdale, Bary 
Bingham, Biair, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Brayton, Bryan, Bur” 
lingame, Burnett, Burns, Case, Cavanaugh, Chapman, Hor. 
ace F. Clark, Clawson, John Cochrane, Comins, Corning 
Crawford, Curtis, Davidson, Davis of Maryland, Davis of |), 
diana, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, Dodd, Dow. 
dell, Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, Farnsworth, Fenton, Fior- 
ence, Foster, Garnett, Gilman, Goodwin, Greenwood, 
Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert RB, 
; Hall, Harlan, Haskin, Hatch, Hawkins, Hickman, Hij), 
| Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Owen Jones, Keim, Kelsey, Knapp, Jacob My, 
Kunkel, Jobn ©, Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matte 
son. Miles, Moore, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Oliver A. 
Morse, Murray, Nichois, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, 
Peyton, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Potte, 
Powell, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, 
Savage, Scott, Searing, Judson W. Sherman, Singleton, 

William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, James A. 
| Stewart, William Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, George Taylor, 

Miles Taylor, Thayer, Vallandigham, Cadwalader (, 


It is. 
Then I hope 


|| Washburn, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Whiteley, Augus- 


tus R. Wright, and Jobn V. Wright—123. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Avery, Bennett, Bowie, Buffin- 
ton, Chaffee, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, Clark B. Coch. 
| rane, Colfax, Covode, Davis of Lowa, Dewart, Dimmick, 
Edie, English, Foley, Gartreltl, Gooch, Harris, Hodges, 
| Houston, Jackson, Kellogg, Leach, Maclay, MeQueen, 
Maynard, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Niblack, Pettit, John S. Phelps, Ritchie, Robbins, Royce, 
Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Robert 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stevenson, Tompkins, Vance, 
Wade, Waldron, Ward, Ellihu B. Washburne, White, 
Wood, Woodson, and Zollicoffer—56. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 





Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, not being in the 
Hall when his name was called, asked leave to 
vote. 

Objection was made. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD made a similar request. 


|| Objection was made. 


Mr. McRAE stated that, if he had been in the 
Hall when his name was called, he would have 


‘|| voted for the removal of the desks. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, 
through Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the 
| House that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. 
| 601) to legalize certain informal entries of town 
sites in the Territory of Nebraska; in which he 
| was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order. 
It is impossible to hear or understand anything 
that is going on in the hall. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I submit, Mr. 
Speaker, that that is owing to the desks, [Laugh- 


| 
| 

| ARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL. 
| 


Mr. MILES. I now ask to submit the reso- 
lution to the House and move the previous ques- 
tion. . = 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Capitol exten- 
sion be directed, after the adjournment of the present session 
ot Congress, to remove the desks from the Hall of the House, 
and to make such a re-arrangement of the seats of members 


as will bring them together into the smallest convenient 
space. 


lay the resolution on the table; and on that] call 
| for the yeas and nays. 





a matter Of surprise to all that a plan so simple, natural, and 


obvious, should not have been sooner adopted. | 


Your committee recommend the passage of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the superintendent of the Capitol exten- 
sion be directed, after the adjournment of the present ses- 
sion of Congress, to remove the desks from the Hall of the 
House, and to make such a rearrangement of the seats of 
members as will bring them together into the smallest con- 
venient space. WM. PORCHER MILEs, 

GEO. H. PENDLETON, 
J. LETCHER, 

E. JOY MORRIS, 

I. WASHBURN, Jr. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Is the question 


| 
| 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. CLAY. Isit proper to inquire what is to 
| become of these desks that have cost ninety or 
| one hundred dollars apiece ? 
|| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. They will be 
|| retained, so as, if the experiment be not success- 
ful, they may be returned to the hall. , 
| Mr. KELSEY. I have an amendment which 
will provide for that, if I get an opportunity to 
offer it. 
Mr. McRAE. I want to see them consigned 
to the tomb of the Capulets. 


—- 


J hel eR 


Petia eeienss 


ry 


Te 


ae 


1858 


The « 
the neg 
YRAS. 
Bowie, F 
Clay, Col 
of Massa 
dell, Edi 
Gooch, ( 
are 
logg, Le 
shall, M 
Morris, I 
Pendleto 
Robbins, 
er, Robe 
Stewart, 
Waldror 
Wood, \ 
NAYS 
Blair, - 
ame, 
Sark, € 
mins, Ce 
of Missi 
Faulkne 
Gregg, ¢ 
Haskin, 
Howard 
Knapp, 
McKibb 
Moore, | 
Palmer, 
Poule, | 
ing, Jud 
ner, St 
George 
wood, | 
Israel | 
and Jol 
Sot 
the ta 


| 
. 


An 
the U: 
vate § 
appro 

An 
of inv 
for th 

An 
and d 
year ¢ 
: An 
of the 
and 

An 
of the 
bring 
Was! 
said 1 
the u 
cities 


M 
rolles 
foun 
maki 
the 5 
Spea 

M 
Bills 
and { 
the § 

Al 
land 
unde 
wise 
the 1 

A 
twee 
Nov 

A 

A 


we) > 


Wiebe ko 











1859. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | That is, to direct the superintendent to have the | 
|| old Hall fitted up without seats, and make the 


the negative—yeas 81, nays 107; as follows: 


YFAS—Meessrs. Abbott, Avery, Barr, Bennett, Bishop, || experiment there. 


powie, Branch, Bryan, Buffinton, Chaffee, John B. Clark, 
Clay, Colfax, Covode, James Craig, Crawiord, Curtis, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dimmick, Dow- 
dell, Edie, English, Farnsworth, Foley, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Granger, Greenweod, Harris, Hawkins, Hodges, 
Houston, Huyler, Jackson, George W. Jones, Keim, Kel- 
logg, Leach, Leiter, Maclay, McQueen, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Mason, Maynard, Montgomery, Morrill, Isaac N. 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Niblack, Olin, 
Pendleton, Pettit, John S. Phelps, Reagan, Reilly, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Royee, Sandidge, Scales, Heury M. Shaw, Short- 
er, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stevenson, William | 
Stewart, Talbot, Tompkins, Vance, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, Whiteley, Winslow, | 
Wood, Woodson, and Zollicoffer—®1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atkins, Barksdale, Bingham, 
Blair, Bliss, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Brayton, Burlin- 
game, Burnett, Burns, Cavanaugh, Chapman, Horace F. | 
Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Co- 
mins, Corning, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis 
of Mississippi, Dean, Dodd, Edmundson, Elliott, Eustis, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Foster, Garnett, Gilman, 
Gregg. Groesbeck, Grover, Grow, Robert B. Hail, Harian, 
Haskin, Hateh, Hickman, Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, | 
Howard, Hughes, Jewett, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Kilgore, | 
Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
McKibbin, McRae, Samuel 8. Marshall, Miles, Millson, 
Moore, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Mout, Murray, Nichols, 
Palmer, Parker, Peyton, William W. Phelps, Pike, Potter, | 
Poule, Powell, Ready, Ricaud, Roberts, Rutfin, Scott, Sear- 
ing, Judson W. Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, Spin- 
ner, Stallworth, Stanton, James A. Stewart, Tappan, 


| 


| Blair, Bliss. Bocock, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 73; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Barksdale, Barr, Bingham, 


jonham, Boyce, Brayton, Burlin 
game, Burnett, Burns, Case, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chap 


| man, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, John Cochrane, Comins, 


Corning, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dean, Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Fenton, 
Florence, Foster, Garnett, Gilman, Goodwin, Gregg, Groes- 
beck, Grover, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert B. Nall, 
Haskin, Hatch, Hickman, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Jen- 
kins, Jewett, Owen Jones, Keim, Kilgore, Jacob M. Kun 
kel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
McKibbin, McRae, Humphrey Marshall, Samue! 8. Mar- 
shall, Miles, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, 


| Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, 


Peyton, Wilham W. Phelps, Pike, Potter, Powell. Ready, 


| Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher 


|} lowa, Dawes, Dowdell, English, Farnsworth, Foley, Gar 


George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Under- || 


wood, Vallandigham, Ward, Cadwalader ©. Washburn, | 
Israel) Washburn, Watkins, White, Augustus R. Wright, | 
and John V. Wright—107. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. J. B. Henry, his Pri- 


vate Secretary, notifying the House that he had 
approved and signed bills of the following titles: 


of invalid and other pensions of the United States | 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1860; 

An act making appropriations for the consular 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for the | 
year ending June 30, 1860; 

An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1860; | 
and 

An act to provide for the care and preservation | 
of the works constructed by the United States for 
bringing the Potomac water into the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown, for the supply of | 
said water for all governmental purposes, and for 
the uses and benefitof the inhabitants of the said | 
cities. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- || 


rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 712) 
making appropriations for the naval service for | 
the year ending the 30th June, 186U; when the | 
Speaker signed the same. 


man, Singleton, William Smith, Spinner, Stallwort, Stan 
ton, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Tappan, George 
Taylor, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Underwood, Val- 
landigham, Cadwalader C. Washburn, [srael Washburn, 
Watkins, and Augustus R. Wright—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Atkins, Bennett, Bishop, Bowie, | 
Braneh, Bryan, Buthnton, Chaffee, John B. Clark, Clay, 
Cobh, Colfax, Covode, James Craig, Crawford, Davis of 


trell,Gilmer, Gooch, Geanger,Green wood, Harris. Hawkins, 
Hodges, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, George W. 
Jones, Kellogg, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Maciav, McQueen, 


| Mason, Maynard, Montgomery, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, 


Freeman H. Morse, Niblack, Pettit, John S Phelps, Rob. | 
bins, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Henry M. Shaw, | 
’ o ’ 


| Royce, Shorter, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Steven 
| son, Tompkins, Vanee, Wade, Waldron, Ward, Ellihu B. | 
|} Washburne, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, John | 


V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—73. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. MILES moved to reconsider the vote by | 


| which the resolution was adopted; and also moved | 
An act making appropriations for the payment || 


| other question. 


| hereby presented, to the Hon. James L. Orr, for the able, 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled || 


Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled the following bills; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 


An actto provide for the final settlement Of the || 


land claims of the persons claiming as heirs or 
under Jehu Underwood, as purchasers or other- 
wise, to certain lands in Florida, and to confirm | 
the title to the proper owner or owners; 

An act to carry into effect the convention be- 
tween the United States and China, concluded 8th | 
November, 1858, at Shanghae; 

An act for the relief of J. A. Glanding: and 

An act for the relief of Edward Ingersoll. 


ARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL—AGAIN. 
The question reeurred on Mr. Miues’s reso- 
ution. | 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered. 
Mr. KELSEY. I wish to offer an amendment | 
for the disposal of the desks. Will the gentleman | 
from South Carolina allow my amendment to be | 
reported ? 


he SPEAKER pro tempore. The previous | 


to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. | 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to have the old 


| Hall of the House fitted up, without either desks or chairs, 


for the convenience of the next House of Representatives ; 
and that he convene the next House therein, having the 
present Hall fitted up and furnished as it now is. 

I think that that resolution relates to the priv- 
ileges of the House, and takes precedence of every | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- | 


|| cides that that is not a matter of privilege. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. 
Mr. NICHOLS. I offer the following resolu- 


tion; and | wish every member to hear and un- | 
derstand it: 
' 


Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due, and are 
impartial, and dignified manner in which he has discharged 
the duties of Speaker during the present Congress. 


I move the previous question. 
' 


The previous question was seconded, and the || 


main question ordered. 


Mr. POTTER called for the yeas and nays. | Mr. McRAE. [object to the gentleman voting. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I would say that this is the 
identical language of the resolution offered in the 
case of Mr. Banks, at last Congress. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott. Ahi, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham. Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Bryan. Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Horace F. 
Clark. Cobb, john: Cochrane, Comins, Corning, James 
Craig, Crawiord, Curus, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mis- 
sissippi, Dewari. Dimmick, Dowdeil, Durfee, Edie, Ed 


|} mundson, Elhott. Bagtish, Eustis. Faulkner, Florence, Fo 


| Jewett, George W. Jones, Keim, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, 


question has been seconded; and the amendment |, 


cannot be reported, except by unanimous con- 
sent. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I object. 
_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 wish, by unan- | 
mous consent, to make another proposition. | 


ley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gills, Gilmer, Granger, 
Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, 
Robert B. Hall. Harris. Hateb, Hill. Hoard. Hodges, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Houston, Hughes, Huvler. Jackson, Jenkins, | 


Landy, Leidy, Leiter, Leteber, Maclay, McQueen, Hum- 
— Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Montgomery, | 


oore Niblack,Nichols, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, | 


William W. Pheips, Phillips, Pottle, Powell, Ready, Rea- | 
gan, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Ruffin, Russell, San- | 
didge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Shorter, Singleton, 
Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Talbot, Thayer, | 
Underwwood, Vance, Ward, Watkins, White, Whiteley, | 
Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffe r—120. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bennett, Blair, Brayton, Buffinton, Chaf- 
fee, Cragin, Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Fenton, Gilman, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Grow, Kilgore, Leach, Lovejoy, McRae, 
Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Murray, Olin, Potter, Pur- | 
vianee, Willian Smith, William Stewart, Tompkins, Wade, | 
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| Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, and Ellihu 
B. Washburne—32. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
During the vote, 


Mr. PURVIANCE ssid: I rise to a question 
of order. How does this question get before the 
House without a suspension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would 
say, in the first place, that it is entirely too late to 
raise an objection, the yeas and nays being in the 
course of being taken. The Chair would say, in 
the second place, that this has always been held 
to be a question of privilege. 

Mr. KILGORE, on his name being called, said: 


I wish to state the reason why I cannot vote for 
this resolution. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I object. 

Mr. HICKMAN, on his name being called, 
said: [ want to give the reason why Ido not vote 
at all. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I merely wish to say that 
I do not consider that any Speaker can be impar- 
tial; and, if that word were stricken out of the 
resolution, | would vote for it. [Loud cries of 
‘© Order !”’ 

Mr. HALL, of Ohio, stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Cox, was absent on account of indisposition; 
and that his colleagues, Messrs. Lawrence, Mit- 
Ler, and CockeriLt, had paired off, and left for 
home. 

Mr. BONHAM. I was called to the Senate 
Chamber by a matter of some consequence; and, 


as the Speaker is my colleague, | ask leave of the 
House to vote. 


Mr. McRAE. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit that the practice 
has always been, on these complimentary resolu- 
tions, to permit gentlemen to vote. 

Mr. BONHAM. 1 hope the House will give 
me the privilege. 

Mr. FOSTER. I hope so. 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I trust there will 

be no objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion? 

Mr. MeRAE. [I object. 

Mr. BONHAM. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended to allow mato vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion is 
not in order while a vote is being taken, 

Mr. LETCHER. I suggest that all members 
who were absent when their names were called, 
be allowed to vote. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. BONHAM. I hope my colleague on the 
Military Committee will allow me to vote. | went 
out on business. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


eee seelieeneinennnee 





Is there objec- 


Is there objec- 


|| tion to the gentleman from South Carolina voting ? 


Mr. McRAE. When agentleman asked leave 
to give a reason for his vote on this question, he 
| was not permitted to do so. 
| Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I object to 
| debate. 
| Mr. BONHAM. | beg leave to say that I would 
have voted cheerfully for the resolution. 

Mr. HAWKINS stated that, if he had been in 
the Hall when his name was called, he would have 
voted in the affirmative. 

The vote was then announced as above. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was reeeived from the President, 

| through J. B. Henry, his Private Secretary, no- 
tifying the House that he had approved and signed 

| the naval appropriation bill, and the bill making 
an appropriation for defraying the expenses of 


_ investigating committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


PAY OF DECEASED MEMBERS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask the unani- 
/mous consent of the House that the Committee 
on Mileage have leave to reporta joint resolution 
amendatory of the act entitled ** An act to regu- 
late the compensation of members of Congress,” 
/approved August 15, 1856, so far as relates to 
such members as shall die during their term of 
| service. 
| Iwill state to the House that the resolution 
| was introduced by the gentleman from Indiana, 
| (Mr, Nupiack,] and was referred to the Commit- 
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tee on Mileage. That committee have unani- | 


mously agreed to report it to the House, and 
recommend its poumee. 


because | was fortunate enough to get the floor. 


It came into my hands | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the res- | 


olution. It proposes to extend stll further the 
es bill of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


not extend the compensation bill. It provides 


that where money is due to a member of Con- | 


gress at the time of his death, it shall be paid to 
his widow or representative. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe that, 
under the law, no money is due toa member until 
he takes his seat. 

Mr. HUGHES. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
of the rules 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


sion of the rules. 


T object to debate. 
I insist on the enforcement 


No, sir; it does || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of Congress,” approved August 16, 1856, so far 
as relates to such membersas shall die during their 
term of service, 

The joint resolution was read. It provides that 
hereafter, whenever any person elected as a mem- 
ber of the Senate or House of Representatives 
shall die, after the commencement of the Congress 
to which he shall have been so elected, compen- 


sation shall be computed and paid to his widow; || 
or, if no widow survive him, to his heirs-at-law, | 


from the period which shall have elapsed from 
the commencement of such Congress to the time 


|| of his death, at the rate of $3,000; provided, how- 


I move a suspen- | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 call for the yeas | 
. : | 
and nays on that motion, and tellers on the yeas | 


and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BurFinton, 
and Jones of Tennessee, were appointed. 


The House divided, and the tellers reported— 


ayes 33, noes 87. 


So, one fifth of those present voting in the af- | 


firmative, the yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 53; as follows: 


Y EAS—Meessers. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Barr, Ben 
nett, Bingham, Bishop, Biair, Bliss, Bowie, Branch, Bray 
ton, Bryan, Burlingame, Burns, Case, Horace F. Clark, 
John B, Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, John 
Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Covode, Curtis, Da 
vis, of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Durfee, Eustis, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Foley, Poster, Gillis, Gilmer, Goodwin, 
Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Grover, Grow, Robert B. 
Hail, Harris, Haskin, Hatch, Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, 
Hoard, Hodges, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, Keim, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Landy, 
Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, McKibbin, McRae, Samuel 8. Mar 
shall, Matteson, Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Isaac N. 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Nib 
lack, Olin, Parker, Pettit, Peyton, William W. Phelps, 
Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Roberts, Royee, Russell, Scott, John Sherman, Shorter, 
Robert Smith, Stanton, James A. Stewart, William Stew 
art, Tappan, George Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, ‘Tompkins, 
Vance, Wade, Walbridge, Ward, Cadwalader C. Wash 
barn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Whiteley, and Woodson—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, 
Boyce, Buffinton, Burnett, Caskie @zra Clark, Cobb, Craw- 
tord, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Florence, Gartrell, Hopkins, Houston, Jackson, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, 
Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Millson, Moore, 
Mon, John 8. Phelps, Ready, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, 


Scales, Henry M. Shaw, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, | 
Stallworth, Stevenson, ‘Talbot, Miles Taylor, Underwood, | 


Vallandigham, Watkins, White, Winslow, Wortendyke, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—53. 
So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


During the call of the roll, a message was re- 
ceived from the Senate, by Mr. Assury Dickins, 
their Secretary, informing the House that the 
Senate had passed the bill of the House making 
appropriations for certain civil expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1860, 
with amendments; in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. Also, that 
the Senate returned to the House the Post Office 
eppropriation bill,and their amendments thereto, 
with a resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask that the 


amendments of the Senate to the civil or miscel- 


laneous appropriation bill be referred to the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Meang. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I should like to 
bave the amendments reported before they are 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
because if the Senate have undertaken to attach 
a revenue bill to our bill, I shall object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Of course, the 
amendments can only be referred by unanimous 
consent, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- 
man from Ohio object? 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I do. 


PAY OF DECEASED MEMBERS—AGAIN. 

The rules having been suspended, 

Mr. SMITH, of Lllinois, from the Committee 
on Mileage, reported back. without amendment a 
joint resolution amendatory of the act, entitled, 
‘* An act to regulate the compensation of members 


/ever, that the compensation shall be computed 


and paid in all cases for a period of not less than 


three months; and that, in no case, shall construct- 
ive mileage be computed. The resolution further 


provides that the compensation of each person || 
elected or appointed afterwards, to supply the va- | 


cancies so occasioned, shall hereafter be computed 
and paid from the time the compensation of his 


predecessor is hereby directed to be computed and | 


paid, and not otherwise. The resolution also pro- 
vides that its provisions shall apply to the wid- 
ows or heirs of members of the present Congress 
who may have died since the commencement of 
the Congress. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I will state to the 
House that this resolution was introduced last 
session, by the honorable gentleman from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Nrpvack,] then a member of the Com- 
mittee on Mileage. ‘The committee unanimously 
authorized him to report the joint resolution, with 
a recommendation that it do pass. He made an 
effort, on all occasions, to report it back, but 
found no opportunity, as the committee was not 
called. This session it was recommitted to the 


Committee on Mileage, and I carried it for two | 


months trying to report it tothis House. I have, 
for three days, been striving to get the floor to 
reportit. My colleague was more fortunate, and 
obtained a suspension of the rules. This is but 
a simple act of justice to the families of deceased 
members, and of the Senate. I call the previous 
question on the engrossment of the resolutions. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I will hear it. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not this res- 


olution propose, and is it not brought in here for | 


the purpose 
Mr. ADRAIN. Tobject to debate. 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I will not yield the 
floor further. J insist on the previous question. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I appeal to the gentleman to 
| allow me to offer a substitute for the resolution. 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. If I yield for one, I 





| must yield for twenty, and I must decline to do | 


it. 
The previous question was seconded. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


| demand the yeasand nays. 


Mr. HICKMAN demanded tellers on the yeas | 


and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and VALLANDIGHAM were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 31, noes 100. 
So the yeas and nays were ordered—one fifth 
y y 

| voting in favor thereof, 
| ‘The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 53, nays JU9; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkins, Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, 
Buffinton, Burnett, Caskie, Cobb, John Cochrane, Corning, 
Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mississippi, Dean, Dodd, 
| Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eustis, Garnett, Gartreil, 
Groesbeck, Hill, Houston, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, 
Hiumphrey Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Millson, 
Mott, Nichols, Pendleton, John 8. Phelps, Ruffin, Russell, 
Scales, Henry M. Shaw, Singleton, Stallworth, Stevenson, 
Taleot, Miles ‘Taylor, Vallandigham, Vance, Watkins, 
White, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bennett, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bowie, Bryan, Bur- 
lingame, Burns, Case, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark B. 


Crawford, Curtis, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachu- 


| Gooch, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Grover, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, Haskin, Hatch, Hickman, Hoard, Hodges, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Howard, Hayler, Owen Jones, Keim, Knapp, 
Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, McKibbin, McRae, Samuel S. Mar- 
shall, Matteson, Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman I. Morse, Oliver A. 
| Morse, Murray, Niblack, Olin, Parker, Peyton, William W. 
| Phelps, Potter, Pottle, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Kobbins, 


Will the gentle- | 
man answer me a question about this resolution ? | 


I move to lay the || 
joint resolution on the table; and on that motion | 


Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, James Craig, || 


setts, Davis of lowa, Dimmick, Durfee, Edie, English, | 
Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, | 





; a —————— — 
| Roberts, Royce, Scott, John Sherman, Judson 
|| man, Robert Smith, Stanton, James A. Stewart, Wiilia 
Stewart. Tappan, George Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, 
urn, Elihu B. shburne, Israel Washbu oo 
Woodson—109. . rm, Wood, mad 
So the resolution was not laid upon the table 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ask the gentle. 
man to accept a substitute for the second proyig- 
ion of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Oh, no; that would 
take the cream—the money—out of it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. The friends of the 
resolution insist that the resolution shall be now 
acted on. If there be any error, it can be cor. 
rected in the Senate. 

| Mr. BURNETT. 
now, and here. 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
| grossed resolution be read. 
|| The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
the resolution has been engrossed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. 1 demand the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the resolution. 

Mr.BURNETT. I ask for the reading of the 
engrossed resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask that the 
House will go to the consideration of the public 
| business. I ask that a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States be read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. The gentleman can- 
| not take the floor from me for that purpose. | 

move to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
| tion was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read athird time. The gentleman from Mis- 
| souri was recognized; and can the gentleman from 
| Illinois take the floor from him? I thought this 
resolution had been passed over. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Missouri was recognized by the Chair, but 
after he took the floor the gentleman from Illinois 
submitted a privileged question, which took pre- 
cedenee of his motion to take up the President’s 
message. The gentleman from Illinois submit- 
ted the privileged motion to reconsider. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I thought the 
floor had been awarded to me. 

Mr. BURNETT. My recollection is that the 
gentleman from Illinois did not move to recon- 
sider, until after the floor had been assigned to the 
'gentleman from Missouri. Therefore, at most, 
the motion can only be entered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When the gentle- 
man from Missouri did not submit a privileged 
motion, and the gentleman from Illinois did, the 
latter of course takes the precedence. If the gen- 
|| tleman from Missouri had submitted a privileged 
question, the motion of the gentleman from Tili- 
nois would not take precedence. 

Mr.STANTON. The gentleman from Illinois 
undoubtedly had a right to submit his motion; but 
|| has he a right to take the floor from the gentle- 
|, man from Missouri to have it considered? 

The SPEAKER protempore. Not for anything 
else but a privileged motion. After that privileged 
motion is exhausted, the floor will revert to the 
gentleman from Missouri. 
| Mr. BARR. What is the question before the 


W. Sher. 


I} 


It ought to be corrected 


I ask that the en- 


Only a part of 








House? 

| The SPEAKER pro tempore. The point of or- 

'| der raised by the gentleman from Kentucky. 
Mr. BARR. Well, let it be decided. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 
| Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move to lay the mo- 
'| tion to reconsider on the table; and on that I call 
| for tellers. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (at forty minutes 
past nine o’clock, p.m.) I move the House do 
|| now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. BURNETT. This difficulty can be ob- 
viated if the friends of the resolution will allow an 
amendment, so that there may be no ambiguity 
about it. If they do that, I will vote for it; bat I 
am not willing to vote fora resolution that, in my 
judgment, would give double pay. 

Mr. BARR. I object to debate. 

‘| Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I object to debate, 
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unless the friends of the resolution can answer the 
argument. 


aests to the gentleman from Iliinois to allow the 
sentieman from Missouri to get the public busi- 
© eg before the House. 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. 
nose, with the understanding that I shall have the 
foor again. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to take 
from the Speaker’s table the message from the 
President. ; 

There being no objection, the following mes- 
eave from the President of the United States was 
taken from the Speaker’s table and read: 


ne 


taken 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


in 


i} 
| 


t 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sug- | 


I yield for that pur- | 


An imperative sense of duty compels me to | 


make an appeal to Congress to preserve the credit 

‘the country. ‘This is the last day of the pres- 
sent Congress, and no provision has yet been 
made for the payment of appropriations, and to 
meet the outstanding ‘Treasury notes issued under 
the authority of law. From the information 
which has already been communicated to Con- 
cress by the Secretary of the Treasury, it is man- 
ifest that the ordinary receipts into the Treasury, 
even under the most favorable circumstances, will 
scarcely meet the ordinary expenses of the Gov- 
ernment during the remainder of the present fiscal 
year, ending on the 30th of June. At that time, 
nearly eighteen millions of Treasury notes will 
have become due,and many of those not yet due 
are daily paid for duties at the different ports, and 
there will be no means in the Treasury to meet 
them. Thus the country, which is full of re- 
sourees, will be dishonored before the world, and 
the American people, who are a debt-naying peo- 
ple, will be disgraced by the omission on our part 
todo our duty. It is impossible to avoid this 
catastrophe unless we make provision this very 
day to meet the lawful demands on the public 
Treasury. If this were the first, instead of the 
last, session of a Congress, the case would be 
different. You might then be convened by proc- 
lamation for to-morrow morning. But there are 
now thirteen States of the Union entitled to sev- 
enty-eight Representatives, in which none have 
been elected. It will, therefore, be impracticable 
fora large majority of these States to elect their 
members before the Treasury shall be compelled 
to stop payment, 

Under these circumstances, I earnestly recom- 
mend to Congress to make provision, within the 
few remaining hours ofthe session, for the preserv- 
ation of the public credit. ‘The urgency of the 
case not only justifies, but demands that, 1f neces- 
sary, this shall be done by a separate bill. We 
ought to incur no risk when the good faith of the 
country is at stake. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Wasuineron, March 3, 1859. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 


message be laid on the table, and ordered to be | 


printed; and on that [ move the previous ques- 
uon, 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, | 


the motion was agreed to. 
ir. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the motion was agreed 


to; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- | 


sider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


REISSUE OF TREASURY, NOTES. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask leave to 
report, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
a bill to revive and continue in force for two 
years, an act entitled **An act to authorize the is- 
sue of Treasury notes.’’ 

Mr. COVODE. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to sus- 
pend the rules. 

_ The bill was read. It revives and continues 
in force for two years the act of 23d December, 
1857; and appropriates $5,000 to defray expenses. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether, if the rules be suspended, it is his pur- 
pose to urge the passage of the bill as it stands; 


or, will he give way to allow me to offer an amend- 
ment? 


————— 
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Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Will the gentle- || Mr. FAULKNER. I would have voted “ay,” 


| with pleasure. 


man have his proposed amendment read? 

The amendment, which is in the shape of a nro- 
viso, was read. It provides that, when any of 
the Treasury notes so issued should be redeemed 
at the Treasury, there should be no authority to 
issue new Treasury notes in lieu of those redeemed; 
it being the intent of the act to provide means to 
meet the liabilities of the Treasury, and redeem 
the Treasury notes now outstanding. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. ‘Will it be satis- 
factory to have that amendment offered and voted 
on? 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I cannot tell 
whether it would be satisfactory to the gentleman 


| from Kentucky; but his proposition would cer- 


a 


tainly not be satisfactory to quite a number here, 
unless the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means agree to an amendment revising the 
present tariff, with reference to an increase of rev- 
enue by duties. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. If the rules be 
suspended, I will yield the floor to let the gentle- 
man from Kentucky propose his amendment. 

Mr. COVODE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to introduce an amendment? | 

Mr. STANTON. Will the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means not permit any 


| other amendments to be offered looking to an in- 


crease of duties? 
Mr. MONTGOMERY. I ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to allow me 


to offer an amendment? 


Mr. BURNETT. There is a motion pending 
to suspend the rules, and I object to debate. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to allow me to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. BURNETT. No amendment can be in 
order now, on a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Then | hope the House will 
vote down the motion. 

Mr. COVODE. I want to know whether, if 


_ the rules be suspended, I will be allowed to offer 


an amendment? 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. KELSEY demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 108, nays 97; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bish- 
op, Bocoek, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Bur 
nett, Burns, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Davis of Indiana, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dimmieck, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng 
lish, Eustis, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Greenwood, 
Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, 


| Hawkins, Hill, Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, Jackson, Jen- 


kins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Lamar, Letcher, 
Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, MeRae, Humphrey Mar 
shall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Millson, 
Moore, Nichols, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Wil- 


| liam W. Phelps, Powell, Reagan, Ricaud, Ruffin, Russell, 


Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Henry M. Shaw, 


| Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stall- 


| Clawson, Clark 


worth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, ‘Talbot, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vallandigham, 


| Vance, Ward, Watkins, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, 


John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—108. 

NAYS—Messts. Abbott, Adrain, All, Andrews. Bennett, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Case, Chatfee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Ciark, 
B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 


|| Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, 


Davis of Lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, 
Fenton, Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harris, Haskin, Hickman, 


| dloard, Horton, Howard, Huyler, Owen Jones, Keim, Kel- 


logg, Kelsey. Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Landy, Leidy, Leiter, 
Lovejoy, Matteson, Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Pettit, Phillips, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Reilly, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson 
W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, White, and Wortendyke—97. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 


_ rules were not suspended. 


During the vote, 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Kiteore on this question. 

Mr. REAGAN stated that Mr. Hueues had 
paired off with Mr. Leacu. 

Mr. FAULKNER, Iwas inattendance onthe 
Committee of Accounts, in obedience to a sum- 
mons of the committee, when my name was called. 
Does that give me a right to vote? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes not. 


| 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland, having been ab- 
sent on the business of the House, as a member 
of the Committee of Accounts, asked leave to 
vote. 

Mr. PHILLIPS objected. 

The vote was then announced as above. 


MISCELLANEOUS CIVIL BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask leave to 


| take from the Speaker’s table the miscellaneous 
| civil bill, to have it referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means, that it may be considered by 


that committee. 


Mr. COVODE. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Well, let it be 
referred to the Committee of the Whule on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. COVODE. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to sus- 
pend the rules, to enable me to have it taken up 
and considered. 

Mr. COVODE. [call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I call for the read- 
ing of the twenty-eighth amendment to enable the 
House to vote understandingly. 

The twenty-eighth amendment was read, as 
follows: 

‘4nd be it further enacted, That the power to issue and 
reissue Treasury notes, conferred upon the Presidenyof the 
United States by an act entitled “An act to authorize the 
issue of Treasury notes,” approved 23d December, 1857, be, 
and the same hereby is, revived and continued in force from 
the passage of this act until the Ist day of July, 1860; and, 
to defray the expenses thereof, the suin of $5,000 is hereby 
appropriated : Provided,’ &e. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I think that the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means had better not attempt 
to pass any more appropriation bills. It is evi- 
dent that they cannot even get a bill taken from 
the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, or to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. DEAN. I object to debate. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 1 ask to havean 
amendment read which I propose to offer to the 
amendment of tae Senate, in case the rules are 
suspended, 

Several Members objected. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Puewrs of Missouri; And it was decided in the 
negative—yeas, 107, nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bish- 
op, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, 
Caskie, Cavanaugh, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Coch- 
rane, Comins, Corning, James Craig, Crawford, Davis of 
Maryland. Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, 
Elliott, English, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Foley, Garnet, 
Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, 
Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Harris, Hateh, Hawkins, 
Hoard, Hodges, Hopkins, Horton, Houston, Howard, Huy- 
ler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Jacob M. 
Kunkel, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, McRae, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, 
Miles, Millson, Moore, Morrill. Freeman H, Morse, Nichols, 
Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Willham W. Phelps, 
Reagan, Ricaud, Royce, Raffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seales, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A, 
Stewart, ‘T'albot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Thayer, 


| Underwood, Vallandigham,Vance,Ward, Watkins, White, 


Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Wortendyke, Johu V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Bennett, 
Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, Chaf- 
fee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clark B. Coch- 
rane, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Durfee, Edie, 
Fenton, Foster, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Haskin, Hickman, Owen Jones, Keim, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter, 
Lovejoy, Matteson, Montgomery, Morgan, Edward Joy 
Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Olin, Palmer, Par- 
ker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Reilly, Ritebie, 
Robbins, Roberts, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
and Ellihu B. Washburne—77. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 


rules were not suspended. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. NIBLACK stated that he had paired off 


| with his colleague, Mr. Kiveore, or he should 
| have voted in the affirmative. 


Mr. CRAWFORD announced that Mr. Sre- 


puens, of Georgia, had paired off with Mr. 
CLAWSON. 


Mr. HARLAN stated that he had paired off 


with Mr. CocxeriLu. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There is a mes- 
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sage which has been sent from the Senate in | 


relation to the Post Office appropriation bill. I 
desire to have it read. 

Mr. GROW, 
whether the reading of the message will bring up 
the bill to.beacted on. J want to understand that, 
for 1 thought I had an understanding with the 
House on the vote on this question this morning; 
but there seemed to be a disposition not to carry 
it out very well. I only want to understand now 
the effect of the motion. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
the message may be read. 

The Clerk read the message, as follows: 


I only ask that 


In Senate or THE Unitep STaTes, 
March 3, 1859. 

The House of Representatives having communicated to 
the Senate a resolution, in the following words, to wit: 

* Kesolved, That the House bill (No. 872) making appro- 
prietions for detraying the expenses of the Post Office De 
partment tor the year ending the 30th June, 1860, with the 
Senate amendments thereto, be returned to the Senate, as 
section thirteen of said amendments is in the nature of a 
revenue bill.” 

Resolved hy the Senate of the United States, That the 
Senate and the House being, of right, equally competent 
each to judge of the propriety and constitutionality of its 
own action, the Senate bas exercised said right in its action 
on the amendments sent to the House, leaving to the House 
its mght to adupt, or reject, each of said amendments at its 
pleasure. 

Resolved, That this resolution be communicated to the 
House of Representatives, and thatthe bill and amendinents 
aforesaid be communicated therewith. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to sus- 
end tlie rules, to take up that message and the 
bill and amendments. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, whether 
he isnot prepared to report a new bill making ap- 
propriations for the Post Office Department? 

Mr.GREENWOOD. Ifhe is, I hope he will 
notdo it. 

Mr. HARRIS. 


question. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Assury Dickens, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed the bill of 
the House (No. 858) making appropriations for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Yancton and 
Tonawanda Indians for the year ending June 30, 
1860, and for other purposes, with amendments; 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Puepes, of Missouri, to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DEAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 should be glad if the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means would 
answer my ger 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then I hope the bill will not 
be taken from the table. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 94, nuys 85; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Adram, Abl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdaie, Bishop, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Braneh, Burns, 
Caskie, Cavanaugh, Join B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, Jolin Coch 
rane, Comins, Corning, James Craig, Crawtord, Davis of 
Lodiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dimuneck, Dowdell, Edaaand 
sen, Elliow, Eughieh, Faulkuver, Poley, Garnett, Gartrell, 
Gillis, Gilmer, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover. Law 
rence W. tall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hodges, Houston, Huyler, 


I will answerit. 


I desire to understand, first, | 


Very well, I desire to ask the | 


Jackson, Jeweu.George W. Joues, Lamar, Landy, Letcher, | 


Maclay, McKibbin, MeQuecn, McRae, Humphrey Mar 
shall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Mill 
son, Moore, Pendleton, Peyton, Johu S. Poelps, William 
W. Pheips, Reagan, Rieaud, Ruflin, Russell, Sandidge, 
Savage, Scales, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, 
Robert Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, Goorge Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vaban 
digham, Vance, Ward, Watkins, White, Winslow, Wor- 
tendy ke, Johu V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—94. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Bingham, 
Blaw, Buse, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur lingame, Case, Chaffee, 
Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace FP. Clark, Chars B. Coeh 
rane, Coilax, Covede, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davisof Lowa, Dawes, Dean, De 
wart, Dodd, Duriee, Edie, Penton, Florence, Foster,Gooch, 


Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harris, Haskin, Hiekman, | 


Hoard, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, 
Kelsey, Kuapp,Jobu C. Kunkel, Lovejoy, Matteson, Vont- 

omery, Morgan, Morrili, Edward Joy Morris, Isaae N. 
ferris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Mur- 
ray, Olin, Palmer, Parker,” Peuit, Philips, Potter, Poule, 
Parvaance, Reilly, Ritchie, Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, 
Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, William Stewart, Tappan, 
‘Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Waibridge, Wat 


| 


| 
| 


' 


dron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel] Washburn, and Wood—85. 


| rules were not suspended 


paired off with Mr. Grrman. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 

by the Committee of Ways and Means to report 

a bill making appropriations for the service of the 


| 
} 


Mr. STEVENSON, during the call of the roll, | 
announced that Mr. TaLtsot was unwell, and had | 


I am instructed | 


Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending | 


30th June, 1860. 


' 


j 


| I desire to have the bill read, and, if objection | 


is made, I shall move to suspend the rules to en- 
able me to report the bill, and that it may be con- 
sidered at this time. 
Mr. GROW. Is it the bill that the House 
passed and sent to the Senate? 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
read. It speaks for itself. 
The Clerk read the bill. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know by what 
, authority the Committee of Ways and Means 
propose to report a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Post Office Department? I un- 


Let the bill be 


derstand that the references on that subject that | 


| 
‘ 
} 


have been made to that committee have been acted | 


upon by the committee, and that they have dis- 
charged themselves from the subject by reporting 
the bill which is now upon the table with the 


j| amendments of the Senate, and which ought to | 


be acted on by the House. The subject was not, 
' therefore, before the committee, so as to enable 

them to renorc. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama object? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I make the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

Mr. KILGORE. I object to the proposition 
of the gentleman from Missouri. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


I move, then, to 


| suspend the rules, so that I may report the bill, | 


and that it may be considered now in the House; 
and I am instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to move the previous question, if the 
rules are suspended. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended, 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, then reported the 
bill, and it was read a first and second time. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved the pre- 
vious question on the engrossment of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third ume. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MEMBERS’ COMPENSATION BILL. 
Mr. SMITH, of [llinois. I rise to a privileged 


question. I call up my motion to reconsider the 


vote by which the resolution amendatory to the | 


members’ compensation act was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third ume. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit a ques- 
tion of order. The order of the House was that 
this resolution be engrossed and read a third time. 
The resolution not bemg engrossed, it passed from 

| before the House,and went tothe Speaker’s table. 


| Then the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Puecps) | 
was recognized, and submitted his motion. If the | 


| resolution comes up now, it will be in order to read 
| ita third time. , 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
| that the motion of the gentleman from Illinois is 
| in order. 

| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The con- 
_ sideration of that motion brings up the resolution? 
The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

__ Mr. SMITH, of Ilinois. I withdraw my mo- 
_ tion to reconsider, and call for the previous ques- 
| tion on the passage of the resolution. 
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| 
| 
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I renew the mo. 





Mr. JONES, of Tennseate. 


: || tion to reconsider; and I believe that that mor, 
So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the | _ 


is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question ha 
not exhausted itself, and will not until the , 
lution has been read a third time. - 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | demand the yeas 
and nays on my motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman ¢;, 
Illinois to allow us to move an amendment vm 
pressive of our views. I have no desire to be o 
tious in my opposition to thie resolution, - 
want it made clear and conclusive. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. If the question peste, 
with myself, | would yield to the gentleman's 
request; but, sir, I feel it to be my duty to th. 
friends of this resolution to resist all amendments 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We have the same 
right to debate that the gentleman has. The tes. 
olution makes a difference between the presen; 
Congress and those that shall come after it, 

Mr BURNETT. I move that the resolytio, 
be laid on the table. 4 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the Opinion 
that the motion of the gentleman from Tenneggp» 
is not in order until the previous question has 
exhausted itself. The order has only partially 
been executed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
withdrew it, | think that I have the same right to 
renew it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is very wel, 
aware what the practice is. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The resolution 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
Then it was ascertained that it was not engrossed 
and it went upon the Speaker’s table. The gentle. 
man from Illinois moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution had been ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. The Speaker 
decides, | understand, that that brings the resolu. 
tion back. 

The SPEAKER. That is the practice. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then, when he 
withdrew his motion I take it that the resolution 
went back to the table. If it did not, I havea 
right to move a reconsideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order, 

The resolution was read the third time. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. 1 demand the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


Mr. HICKMAN demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. UnpEerRwoop 
and THompson were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 21, noes 106. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The joint resolution was not laid on the table. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, demanded the 
yeas and nays on the passage of the joint res- 
olution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 99, nuys 55; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Arnold, Barr, 
Bennett, Bliss, Bowie, Brayton, Bryan, Burlingame, Burns, 
Case, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace 
F. Clark, Coltax, Comins, Covode, Curtis, Davis of Mary- 
land, Davis of Ludiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 0 
lowa, Dawes, Dewart, Diimmick, English, Farnswort!, 
Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gillis, Gooch, Granger, 
Gregg, Grover, Robert B. Hall, Harris, Haskin, Hatch, 
Hickman, Hoard, Hodges, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, 
Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, 
Leidy, Lovejoy, McKibbin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, 
Miles, Montgomery, Morgan, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman 4. 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Niblack, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Pettit, Wiliam W. Phelps, Pike, Potter, Pottle, 
Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Russell, John 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Robert Smith, 
William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Wade, Walbridge, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Wood, and Woodsen—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, 
Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Buffinton, Burnett, Clay, Cob, 
John Cochrane, Burton Craige, Crawford, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dean, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Gilmer, Groesbeck, Hopkins, Houston, Jackson, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Leiter, Letcher, Maclay, McRae, 
Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Maison, Moore, 
Mou, Nichols, John 8. Phelps, Reagan, Ruffin, Scales, 
Henry M. Shaw, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, Staliworth, 
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bill was under consideration in the Committee of 1 Ist of October next? 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. POTTER. I desire to ask one further 


THE 


i 
! 
‘ 
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Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. None in the 
amendment now under consideration. 
Mr. ENGLISH. With the permission of the 


GLOBE. 
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pec, to San Francisco. It was advertised for the next reg- 


| ular lettings of contracts in the spring of 1856, but no bids 
| were received. 


‘“In December, 1857, the same route was readvertised. 


cyevenson, Vallandigham, Vance, Watkins, White, Wins- || The Clerk read the tide, as follows: ‘An act Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I desire, by the ; 
jow, and John V. Wright—55. making appropriations for fulfilling treaty stipu- || permission of the gentleman from Missouri, to { 
oo So the joint resolution was passed. |, lations with the Yancton and Tonawanda indians, | make a single observation on this contract. The 
h During the vote, |, for the year ending June 30, 1860, and for other | existing law, prior to the last session of Congress, 
= Mr KEITT stated that he had paired off with purposes.”’ gave to the Postmaster General almost an unlim- 
, Mr, Rircure. || Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Theamountspeci- | ited right to make contracts for the conveyance of ; 
a 3 Sis SMITH, of Illinois, moved to reconsider | fied in these three several amendments, is the , the mails on the sea. That law, of course, re- . 
, oa vote by which the joint resolution was passed; | amount that will be due, provided the mail ser- | lated exclusively to carrying the mails to foreign 
fl = also moved to lay the motion to reconsider || Vice shall be performed during the time therein | countries. I am told by my friend from Califor- yt 
a : the table. || indicated. nia [Mr. McKusary] that the contract for carry- : 
or The latter motion was agreed to. | Mr, CLARK, of New York. I should like to | ing the mails across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 4 
nly FROM THE SENATE | inquire of the chairman of the Committee of | is to Ventosa, on the Pacific coast of Mexico. It 
y MESSAGE vs ATE. | Ways and Means, when the contract for mail || is, therefore, a contract for mail sea service, and 
ted A message was received from the Senate, by | transportation between New Orleans and Califor- | would be within the law existing prior to the last 
= Mr. Dickiys, its Secretary, notifying the House || nia via the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, was made? | session of Congress, 
ro : ivht- >annpro- | - PHELPS issouri. Sometime duri : 
the that the Senate had passed the light-house appro } Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Some time during MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
ts priation bill with amendments; and alsoa bill(H. |! the last session of Congress, and it was commu- q 
ae R. No. 364) for the relief of Mary B. Dusen- || nicated, as I understand, to this House. I desire A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
i bury: |! the chairm&n of the Committee on the Post Office | AsBuRY Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
. YANCTON AND TONAWANDA INDIANS. 1 and Post Roads to respond to that question, as it ee theS ae had pane Senay 
i ; ; 7 || isa matter with which he is more familiar than ] |, ment, the joint resolution of the House amenda- 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. A bill making ap- || gy, tory of the ‘* Act to regulate the compensation of 
— for fulfilling treaty stipulations with || yyy. CLARK, of New York. Willthegentle- |, members of Congress,” approved August 16, 
c ihe Yancton and Tonawanda Indians, for the year | man further state, whether it was made by au- | 1856, so far as relates to such members as shall 
ending June 30, 1860, has been returned from the || thority of an act of Congress, and if by a general |, die during their term of office. 
: Senate with amendments. I desire that the bill || jaw, by what law? || Also, that the Senate had passed a joint reso- 
iy and amendments be taken up. One of the amend- | Mr. ENGLISH. This contract was made by | lation in relation to the compensation of Senators 
” ments ought to be concurred in. The others should || the Postmaster General in pursuance of law. , and Representatives in Congress, elected from 
ss not, perhaps, be attached to this bill, as they re- | Mr. CLARK, of New York. What law? | new States; in which he was directed to ask the 
a late to the transportation of the mails between New || Mr. ENGLISH. Iam unable this momentto , concurrence of the House. 
to oe T } ie ar i ee z | 
York and oo Orleans and _ Francisco. }| give the date. It was a law passed, not at last YANCTON AND TONOWANDA INDIANS. 
2] The amendments were read. '| session, but some time ago. ae se a 
ll Mr. DEAN. I object. | Mr. CLARK, of New York. Will the gentle- Mr. ENGLISH. With the permission of the 
; Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to sus- |! pan give me a reference tothe law? Is there any gentleman from Maryland, I propose to have read 
Q 7 > i! e .= @ . ee ; " > i : 7 Y 
e, end the rules. ded ; . || lawin existence, authorizing the Postmaster Gen- no ee section of the act approved March 3, 
ed _The rules were suspended; there being on a di- |! 6+] to make contracts of this description, without |) *°2.)" ; : 
| vision—ayes 113, noes 21. special authority by act of Congress? | The Clerk proceeded to read the section, which 
. The first amendment was read, as follows: "Mr. ENGLISH. Yes, there is a law author- nod to the employment of letter-carriers in 
be Strike out “ six,” and insert in lieu thereof “seven.” |’ jzing the Postmaster General to make such acon- | ~“VOTDI8- . 
F Mr. PHELPS, of Mi Thi Aaocise i| tenn? Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I do not perceive 
. Nee ee ee eee oe eee as. - ae || the applicability of the law which the gentleman 
We merely refers to the date of a treaty which was | Mr. ene of poe Y — a I - why | has ee read , 6 
i i i } pe we legislating on this subject de novo ' NI(TT . 
improperly described in the bill. oe . vee Ses Mr. ENGLISH. TIT was mistaken as to that 
Th dme dt i| Mr. ENGLISH. This appropriation is sim- : 
e amendment was agreed to. being the section. Thereissuchalaw, however 
8 | ply to carry out the contract. oe oe ee ae a =e 
: MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. |“ “Mr. CLARK, of New York. I wish simply Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. There is in force 
! ° ! r r . ' os - Ane iv) he > » tener 
t A message was received from the Senate | to remark, that as I understand the condition of ; ge oa - - Beare aaa semen ae 
e . ° | 2 , > re f € 
through Mr. Dicxins, its Secretary, notifying || the law, the Postmaster General can make a con- fore nant ieee ail ah = vail me COntEeEts Hd the 
es . e s . 8 se ser 
le the House that the Senate had passed a bill of the || tract subject tothe approval of Congress, but not | seating i oat tl rye : rt a to thing tn 
House for the relief of James Collier; and an act || otherwise. I may be wrong; and, if so, I desire rondeageacy 8 stols set ' a aa we the tates 
(S. No. 477) authorizing the removal of officers |) to be corrected. [ am not aware that this contract | ai'dhes Wile viii whi ‘| tl spall A Ke ie eet saddle 
ae belonging to the United States occupied in collec- || has ever received the approval of Congress. la ae United St a : The Tet rs pleats bo: ig 
| tion of the revenue in connection with the quar- || Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Two of these | Sa acanee, a ie a a = Gelifornin’ bat aun 
e antine station at the port of New York; in which | amendments are precisely the same as two pro- | |) | Pacific . a of uM aa ae ioe ‘ore, 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the | visions that were contained in the bill reported | stelelt Be sae ve ee P ae 1b 2 inlagha 
’ House. | from the Committee of Ways and Means. this aeenen sed fete ananien br ny "The 
TAN . Mr. CLARK, of New York. Under like re- || 4.2 ns aa 
Q YANCTON AND TONAWANDA INDIANS. oats . , difficulty, however, exists in the law which was 
; Second amendment of the Senate: | Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There is an ex- | passed at the last session of Congress, and which 
, For payment under existing contracts for carrying the |, isting unexpired contract, which extends to the | the Committee of Ways and Means, a day or 
mail, as follows : } = : [eas ar - || two ago, had before them for their consideration. 
D For the transportation of the mails from Panama to Cal- | 30th September next. Consequently, the restric- That oad which originated in the Senate, and was 
fornia and Oregon and back, from July 1 to September 30, || tion that the mail must be carried for the postages, || || 2 , by this Fi hibits t} ’ D 
1859, $87,062 50. || does not operate on these three routes. otcas f i! kin, rd eee pn a opart- 
, . . 7 1] . . or 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The Committee || This amendment does not propose to appropri- | of the saadiaite pon cy aso gy a pw "fea 
of Ways and Means have not had time to con- | ate anything more than is and will be due by || | ot. amount of compensation oes che — can 
sider these amendments; but apparently the only || virtue of contracts which have not yet expired, | cad enhaiied I 
objection to them is their being attached to this || but which will expire on the 30th day of Sep- || “Nr. Soo y*r.’ will the centleman > 
bill. The amount appropriated will be due under | tember next. The last appropriation of two hun- | bidet salt ti Gils Wet an Sees a 
existing contracts, provided the contractors per- || dred-odd thousand dollars for the transportation Ae _— 
: || : * | Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. With pleasure. 
form the service. || of the mails from New Orleans to Ventosa on the | ATT . . 
; : ; | —s ts || Mr. SCOTT. I think the chairman of the 
Mr. POTTER. I desire to ask the chairman || Pacific is for.service, in pursuance of contract, Committes on thé Poot Olles tnd Pens Meaae 
of the Committee of Ways and Means whether | from the Ist day of November last, until Septem- | a edtes, Tie centends Wae-aut ae Post- 
this amendment was not offered in the Committee || ber next, at the rate of $250,000 per annum. If | sanster Siinaval omtes ee aak a Con natin “at 
/ ofthe Whole on the state of the Union when the || the contractors shall continue to perform the ser- | March 3, 1855 & 
original bill was under consideration, and rejected? || vice, they will be entitied to that amount by virtue I ’ 1 
' » and rej a read from the report of the Postmaster Gen- 
3 Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. No, sir; it was | of the contract. - te I 
_ hot. A proposition to that effect was in the mail Mr. GARNETT. Are there any appropria- | © Shy amnet Of Colapiebal Mabes a: tek Gaia 
et ° } I} as ° “i : \ 4 a oy Lode “ S €a- 
» steamer bill, but we never reached it when the || tions in these amendments extending beyond the tablished from New Orleans, by the Isthmus of Tehuante- 
Pa 


| Only one proposal was received, and that was for semi- 
|| Monthly service, at $286,000 per annum. It not having been 
|_Laccepted, negotiations were opened by the bidders with the 

| Departinent, which resulted in muking a contract, on June 


question: whether the chairman of the Commit- | 
tee of Waysand Means could not have incorpor- | 
ated, in the bill he reported to the House, the 
amendments that had been passed upon by the 


gentleman from Missouri, I desire to answer more 
definitely the question propounded by the gentle- 
| man from New York, [Mr. Crarg.] He will find 


i! 


et 


1 hE Oe 


House? 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The gentleman 
tom Wisconsin misapprehends what bill is under 
consideration, We are considering the Senate 
amendments to the bill making appropriations for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Yancton and 
Tonawanda Indians. 


Mr. HICKMAN. 
of the bill. 


I desire to know the title 1 


| 


what authorized the Postmaster General to make 
this contract in the second section of the act of 
March 3, 1851. [Cries of ‘* Read it.’’] The 
Postmaster General states, in a letter to the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads: ‘‘ the authority to make such contracts 


|| the Postmaster General acted leg 


| 


8, 1858, with the Lousiana Tehuantepec Company, on the 


| following terms,’ &c. 


I will get the law, and show the gentleman that 

a in making 
this contract; for, sir, these routes, via Tehuan- 
tepec and Panama, pass through different foreign 


may be found in the second section of the act of || countries, and come under the head of the act 


March 3, 1851; which the Postmaster General con- 
siders ample and undoubted.”’ 


a in 1851, which authorizes the Postmaster 
eneral to contract for the transportation of the 





; 
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wails from any point in the United States to an- 
other point, through a foreign country. The Gov- 
ernment is reeponsible to this company, and they 
ought, in law and equity, to be paid. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 


tion of the statement which I made, that I made 


it on the authority of aletter from the Postmaster | 


General, which | hold in my hand. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The contract was | 


made for carrying the mail from New Orleans, 
Vin Tehuantey c,to San Francisco, with the stip- 
ulation that it the contractor should deliver the 
mails to the Panama Mail Steamship Company, 
at the port of Ventosa, they should receive less 
compensation than if they should carry the mails 
to San Franciseo; and that second section of the 
actof March 3, 185], gives the Postmaster Gen- 
eral the authority to make contracts for carrying 
the mail to and from any port of the United States, 
and through any foreign country. Thus the con- 
tract was made by the Postmaster General from 
New Orleans, through Tehuant pec, to San Fran- 
cisco, with the stipulation thatif the mails should 
be delivered to the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- 
pany at the port of Ventosa, the compensation 
should be reduced. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I ask that this law be read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


"Bec.2. And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 

General be, and he is hereby, authorized to ei 
tracts, Or to make sunable arrangements for tran porting 
through any foreign country the mails of the United States 
running from and to any point inthe said United States: 
Provided, ‘What such contracts as shall be made under the 
authority couterred by this section, shall not be tor a longer 
period than four years; and that,in making them, the Post 
master General shall be bound to select the speediest, safest, 
aud most economical route: Provided, further, Vhat such 
contract shall be subject to be revoked aud annulled when 
ever any new road or canal shall be cut or opened, afford 
ing & speedier, more economical, and equally as safe means 
of communication between the point of departure, and the 
wint Of destination of the mail to be transported; and that, 
nh such case, a fair indemuity be awarded to the parties 
concerned: nd provided That, beiore making such 
contracts, notice shall be given during sixty deys, by adver 
tisementsin the usual manner for inviting proposals for mail 
contracts.’? 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


the last session of Congress an application was 


tcrintocon 


further, 


‘made to this House to authorize the making of || 


this contract. That application was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


After the subject had been undergoing an inves- | 


tigation some days, it was ascertained that that 


committee would not report in favor of making | 


the contract; and then, after much delay by means 
I never understood—neither then nor now—a con- 
tract was made by the Postmaster General, with- 
out the knowledge or consent of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Even before that 
committee were informed of it, the Committee of 
Ways and Means reported a bill appropriating 
the money necessary lo comply with that contract. 
The Jaw, under which that contract was made, 
required that the contract should be reported to 
the first Congress thereafter, in order that Con- 
gress might have an opportunity to either annul 
the contract or give it its sancuon. ‘That con- 


tract has not been reported to this Congress, and | 


we have had no opportunity of approving or re- 


jecting it. We are now asked to continue the con- | 


tract. I insist that, as there are already two 
modes of transporting the mails to Califormia, be- 


sides the Tehuantepec route, Congress shall re- | 


fuse to make the appropriation necessary to con- 
tunue this route; for, sir, Congress has the right 
to abrogate it, and there is no better abrogation 
than withholding the money necessary for its con- 
unuance. 

Mr. ENGLISH. This contract, I will tell my 
colleague, has been reported to this Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


Congress has not been called to it, that 1 am aware 
of. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. The law which | 
has been read scarcely supports the contract. It | 


says that the Postmaster General is authorized to 
enter into contracts, or make suitable arrange- 


ments for transporting to any foreign country the | 


mails of the United States, ranning from and to 
any point in the United States; provided, that 
such contracts shall not be made for a longer pe- 
riod than four years, and that, in making them, 
the Postmaster General shall be bound to select 
the epeedicst, safest, and most economical route, 


THE C 


I desire to eay, in justifica- 


Mr. Speaker, at | 


The attention of | 


NG 











Now, sir, it was exactly as I supposed, that this 
law never contemplated allowing the Secretary to 
make a contract to carry the mail over more than 
one route to the same point on the Pacific coast 
of the United States. This law is confined to 
making one contract: that is required to be by the 
shortest and speediest route; and the wide of 


making the contract is specifically designated, af- | 
ter advertisements for sixty days, and due notice | 


being given. I suppose, sir, that does not sup- 


port the contract that is relied on in this case. | 


There was already a contract for carrying it by 
the Isthmus of Panama, by the overland route; 


and I see no authority, without revoking the first | 


contract, to make a second one. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
have looked at these statutes; and, as the subject 
is one of interest to those portions af the Union 
having correspondence with the Pacific coast, l 
wish for further information. 
General has power, without special authority of 
Congress, to make a contract for the transporta- 
tion of the mails between New Orleans and the 
Pacific coast, he must have the same power to 


make a contract for the transmission of the mails | 
between New York and the Pacific coast. Now, | 


as | understand the matter, the act of 1851 is not 
the act under which this contract was made; and 


my authority is the letter of the Postmaster Gen- |} 


eral, to be found in Executive Documents Thirty- 
Fifth Congress, No. 9. 
read the first paragraph of that letter. 
seen that the Postmaster General has informed 


Congress that this contract was made, not under | 


the act of 1851, but under that of 1845. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


“Sir: [have the honor to transmit herewith, in compli- | 


ance with the requirements of the first section of the act 
ot March 3, 1845,”? &c. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. Thus he advises | 


us that he makes this contract under the act of 


March 3, 1845. 

Mr. ENGLISH. The gentleman is entirely 
mistaken. ‘The Postmaster General reports these 
contracts in pursuance of the law of 1845; not 
that he made them under that law, but that law 
requires him to report these contracts to Congress. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
requires him only to report these contracts. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. If the contract 
was not made by authority of the act of 1845, 1 
do not see that there was any authority whatever 
to make it; for the act of 1851 relates not to ocean 
transportation, but to isthmus transportation. The 
language is express; that the Postmaster General 
be authorized to enter into contracts for transport- 
ing through any foreign country the mails of the 
United States. The object of that law was to au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to make a con- 
tract by which the mails, then transported by the 
Isthmus of Panama, should ‘thenceforward be 
transported by the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, of 


Nicaragua, or by any other route by which they 
could be transported most speedily and safely. [ | 


do not intend to reflect upon the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, for | believe that in all matters he exercises 
his official power with careful integrity. But I 
cannot find the authority of law by which this con- 
tract was made. This act of 1851, as 1 am in- 
formed, has not been construed to authorize a 
contract for ocean transportation. It has refer- 
ence to isthmus transportation. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I think there has 
been discussion enough on this matter. I must 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. EUSTIS. The gentleman from Missouri 
will allow me to make a few remarks. The dis- 
cussion has been entirely one-sided. I merely de- 
sire to state here, that this discussion has taken 
precisely the turn which | expected it to take. 
Gentlemen have risen on this floor and have stated 
that there was no law under which these contracts 
were made by the Postmaster General. The gen- 
tleman from New York stated that there was no 
law. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I know of none. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Gentlemen on the other side of 
the House, who relied on the statement of the 
Postmaster General, stated that there was sucha 


law; and yet, because the law is not immediately 


produced, suspicion is thrown on the statement. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. Not the least. 
Mr. EUSTIS. When the law itself was pro- 
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| duced, gentlemen undertook to den 





If the Postmaster | 


I will ask the Clerk to | 
It will be || 


The law of 1845 || 
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y that it op 
the Postmaster General power to make thege aly 
tracts, denied it in the face of these three . 
which it seems to me, are perfectly plain See: 

* Nec. 


| tion two reads: 


_ “ That the Postmaster General be, and is hereby. anth 
ized to enter into contracts or to make suitable ite 
ments for transporting through any foreign country the .. 
of the United States, running from and to any point — : 
said United States.” . aw 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. That is not 
the ocean. ” 

Mr. EUSTIS. I defy the gentleman from New 
York to find a flaw in these lines. The ao; dis 
| tinctly gives the power to the Postmaster Genera), 

lam not here to vindicate the law. | am moe 
here to say it is a good law ora bad law, By; | 
say that, under it, the Postmaster General has the 
power, and no tortured construction of the law 
can take it from him, It authorizes the Pog. 
master General to enter into contracts and to make 
suitable arrangements for transporting throuch 
| any foreign country. The Isthmus of Tehuay. 
tepec is a foreign country, “ running from and}, 
any point in the United States.”” Running from 
the city of New Orleans, which is in the Uniteq 
States, to the city of San Francisco, which jg jy 
the United States. Now, I ask the gentlemay 
from New York to show me how, under this ac: 
the Postmaster General had not the power to 
make the contracts? 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I would simply 
say that | understood that statute differently from 
the gentleman, It is a matter of legal construc. 
tion. As I understand it, it simply authorizes the 
transportation of the mails through a foreign coun- 
try where a steamer does notrun. It does not 
authorize the Postmaster General to make con- 
tracts for the transportation of mails from twenty 

orts. 

Mr. EUSTIS. There is not here a word abou 
/steamers. The point is, whether the Postmaster 


|| General has or has not the power to enter into 


contracts or make suitable arrangements for trans- 
porting through any foreign country the mails of 
the United States from and to any point in the 
United States? I draw attention to the act of 
1851 to establish certain post routes. 

On page 908, under the head of Louisiana, is 
the following clause: 


** From New Orleans, via the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, to 


|| the city of San Francisco, in the State of California.’ 


In 1857, the Postmaster General laid before 
Congress almost a volume in regard to this route. 
Congress had full notice of this contract having 
| been entered into; and all that is asked here is to 
a the terms of this contract. 

r. CRAWFORD. I object to this debate. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I want to know 
whether this contract comes within the provisions 
of the act of June 14, 1858, restricting the com- 
_ pensation for carrying the mails by ocean steam- 
ers to the postages ? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. This contract 
was made prior to that time. I must now demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. HASKIN. I appeal to the chairman of 
the Committee of Waysand Means to permit me 
to say a few words in opposition to this amend- 
ment. Does the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means refuse? 

r. PHELPS, of Missouri. I would with 
leasure accommodate all my friends; but I must 
insist on the previous question. , 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. HASKIN called for the yeas and nayson 
the second amendment. 

Mr. DEAN called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 
| ‘Tellers were not ordered. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| Mr. McKIBBIN. I would like to have read 
} 


| to the House the law under which this contract 
| 


| was made. 
| Objection was made. 
Mr. DEAN called for tellers on the amend- 
ment. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Boyce and 
Cuarrere were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 88, noes 39. 
| “So the amendment was concurred in. 
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1359. 
Third amendment: 
ror transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of Pan- || 
wma, from July Ist to September 30, 1859, $25,000. 
‘Ir. PHELPS, of Missouri. That is only for 
‘oe months, When the contract expires. 
“Wr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called forthe yeas 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 

For transportation of the mails from New Orleans, via Te- 
nyantepee, to Ventosa, and back, from the lst November, 
258, to the 30th September, 1859, $229,166 66. 

Mr. HASKIN called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. Can I not obtain 
je information whether this sum is payable in 
nostages or in cash? 
‘Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The contract is 
one which was made prior to the passage of the 
act of the last session of Congress. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. é i 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the afirmative—yeas 102, nays 63, as follows: 


| 


yEAS—Messrs. Ahl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Bonham, 
powie, Boyce, Branch, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, John 
Cochrane, Comins, Corning, Crawford, Curtis, Davis of 
Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, 
Dimmick, Dowdell, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, || 
Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, Gooch, 1] 
Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence Ww. Hall, {| 
Hatch, Hawkins, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Howard, Huyler, | 


Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, Owen Jones, Keim, Lamar, 
Lapdy, Leidy, Leteher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, 
McRae, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, May- 
nard, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Moore, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, 
William W. Phelps, Powell, Reilly, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rus- 
cell, Sandidge, Savage, Seales, Scott, Searing, Henry M. 
shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, 
stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Miles Taylor, 
Underwood, Vance, Walbridge, Ward, Israe)] Washburn, 
Watkins, White, Whiteley, Wilson, Woodson, Worten- 
dyke, and John V. Wright—102. 





Blair, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Horace F. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, James Craig, Dawes, Dean, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Kuapp, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Mor- 
gin, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Parker, 
Pettit, Potter, Pottle, Robbins, Roberts, John Sherman, 
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| sires my opinion as to this amendment, I am | 
7 , | 


ready to give it. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. There ought to | 
be the same law for the North and the South. | 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 1 am willing to 
give my opinion of it. I should recommend the 
House to reject the amendment. 
Mr. MILES. It is very true, as the gentleman 


| from New York suggests, that this amendment 


does discriminate in favor of this route; and I de- 
sire to make a very few remarks, showing why I | 
think it is fair and just and reasonable that such | 
a discrimination should be made. This route is 
the only one by which, I may say, the States of 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, ayd, 


| to a certain extent, Virginia, obtain direct com- 
| munication by steamships with Key West, Mo- |; 


bile, New Orleans, down to theGulf. By means 
of this communication we can, from Key West, | 


from Cuba three times a day. 


with many gentlemen upon this floor, facility of 


| communication with Cuba, especially in the pres- | 
ent peculiar political aspect of that island, would | 
be regarded as of great consequence. Now, this || Aspury Dicks, Bsq., their Secretary, notify- 
is the most direct communication we have with | 


| the Island of Cuba. 
| have communication with that island in seven or | 


From Key West we can 


eight hours. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, that dis- 


has been ordered. 
Mr. MILES. Well,I will say nothing more. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. I desire to say 
that I am not opposed to this route, but I want 
the New York routes to stand upon the same 
footing. 


side of the question. 
side should be heard. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
cussion. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


It is but fair that the other 


I object to further dis- 


sider the vote by which the amendment was non- 
con-curred in; and also moved to lay the motion 





Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, 
Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C., Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, and 
Wood—63. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by whith the amendment was con- 
curred in; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 


NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, : 


Bills, reported that the committee had examined || 


and found truly enrolled, 

An act for the relief of Mary B. Dusenbury; 

An act for the relief of James Collier; and 

A joint resolution amendatory of an act enti- 
tled **An act to regulate the compensation of 
members of Congress,’’ approved August 16, 
1856, so far as it relates to such members as shall 
die during their term of service; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 


YANCTON AND TONAWANDA INDIANS. 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 


_ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to 
auvertise for proposals, and contract with the lowest re- 
sponsible bidder or bidders, for the transportation of the 
United States mails, in steamships, from Char!eston, South 


Carolina, by Savannah, Georgia, and Key West, Florida, || 
to Havana, in Cuba, and back, twice a month, or oftener, || 


from the Ist of July, 1859, to the 30th of June, 1863, inclu- 
five, ata sum not to exceed $50,000. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. I would inquire 


— the money is payable in postages or in 
cash ? 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Theamendment 
. the Senate proposes to change the existing 
aw. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. It repeals the act 


| 
| 


of Jast session as to this route, and leaves it in | which the amendments were severally agreed to; | 


|| and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider | 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. It repeals it to || 


foree as to northern routes. Is that it? 


the extent mentioned here. If the gentleman de- | 


to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. COMINS. There is, upon the Speaker’s 
table, the light-house bill, which passed this House 
last session, but failed in the Senate for want of 
time. It has been returned here with a few 

| amendments of some importance. I ask that it 
| may be taken up, and considered at this time. 
| Mr. McQUEEN. I object. 
| Mr. COMINS. I move a suspension of the 
| rules, 
| The rules were suspended, and the amend- 
| ments of the Senate were taken up. 
Mr. COMINS moved the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
The amendments of the Senate were read and 
concurred in, as follows: 


First amendment: 


Page 1, after line two, insert as follows: 

Thatthe appropriation heretofore made for the light-house 
at Point Lobos be, and the same is hereby, reappropriated ; 
Provided, The United States has a perfect ttle to the site of 
said light-house. 


Second amendment: 


Page 7, section three, strike out all after the enacting 
clause to the end of the section, on page 8, and insert in lieu 
thereof as follows : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury, on the recommend- 
ation of the Light-House Board, be, and he hereby is, au- 
| thorized, in his discretion, to discontinue, from time to time, 





| 


tions of commerce, and the changes of channels of har- 
bors, and other causes. 


At the end of the bill, add the following: 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act approved August 18, 1856, as authorized the Secretary 
| of the Treasury to discontinue the light at Port Clinton, in 
Portage bay, Ohio, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


| Mr. COMINS moved to reconsider the vote by 


| Third amendment: 





upon the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 


receive information in all parts of the country | 
I mention this as | 
|| an incidental advantage, because 1 know that, | 


cussion is not in order, as the previous question | 


Mr. GARNETT. The House has heard one 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- | 


such lights as may become useless by reason of the muta- | 
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PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 





| Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I ask the unan- 


| imous consent of the House to take from the 


|| Speaker’s table Senate resolution (No. 88) in re- 


_ lation to the second section of the act of Congress, 

| entitled ** An act to provide for the location of 
certain confirmed private land ciaims in the State 

| of Missouri, and for other purposes.’’ 

| Iwill say to the House that it is for the pur- 

| pose of enabling some five hundred heads of fam- 

| ilies to obtain protection against the operations of 

| an act which passed this House, in consequence 

| of its title not expressing its character. 

| There was no objection. 

| The resolution was read a first and second time. 

| It was then ordered to be read a third time, and 

it was accordingly read the third time and passed. 


| Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, moved to recon- 


| sider the vote by which the resolution was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


ing the House that that body had passed bitls of 
|| the House of the following titles: 


An act (No. 441) for the relief of the assignees 
\| of Hugh Glenn; and 


| An act (No. 891) for the relief of William M. 
|| Harrison. 

Also, that it asked for a committee of confer- 
ence on the Post Office appropriation bill. 


TARIFF BILL. 


| Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
bill to provide for the payment of outstanding 
Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate 
and fix duties upon imports, and for other pur- 
208es. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I object. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I move a 
suspension of the rules for the purpose | have in- 
dicated. 
|| Mr.McQUEEN. I demand the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. ask that the 
\| bill be read. 

Mr. BONHAM. I object. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 101, nays 81; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ah), Andrews, Bing- 
|} ham, Bliss, Bowie, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, 
Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Colfax, 
Comins, Corning, Covode, Curtis, Davis. of Maryland, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dim- 
mick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Florence, Foster, Gillia, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harris, Haskin, 
Hatch, Hickman, Hoard, Howard, Huyler, Owen Jones, 
Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, 
Landy, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Ma- 
son, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Pal- 
mer, Parker, Pettit, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pike, 
| Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, 
Royce, Russell, Searing, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher- 
man, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Tomp- 
kins, Underwood, Vance, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, White, Whiteley, Wood, and Wortendyke—101. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Avery, Barr, Bocock, Bonham, 
Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cava- 
naugh, Clay, Cobb, Join Cochrane, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Crawford, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkuer, 
i| Fenton, Foley, Garnett, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, 
|| Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, Hill, Hodges tlop- 
kins, Horton, Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Lamar, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, 
McRae, Samuel 8. Marshall, Miles, Millson, Moore, Isaac 
|| N. Morris, Mott, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. 
|| Phelps, Reagan, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seales, Scott, 
|| Ilenry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Spin- 
|| ner, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Miles Tay- 
|| lor, Vallandigham, Ward, Watkins, Winslow, and Joha 
V. Wright—#1. 


|| So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 











not voting in favor thereof, 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. CRAWFORD stated that his colleague, 
| Mr. Srepnens, had paired off with Mr. CLawson. 
| Mr. JACKSON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
|| Gartrevi, had paired off with Mr. Crarg B. 


} 
CocHRANE. 


JOHN L. ALLEN AND ASA R. CARTER. 


Mr. McRAE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Committee of Claims be 
|| diseharged from the further consideration of Sen- 
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ate bill No. 162, for the relief of John L. Allen ‘| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved the previ- I 


and Asa R, Carter. 
to be passed. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. 


This is a just bill, and ought 


I only wish | 


to make this remark, that this claim was before | 
the Committee of Claims, and especially under || 


my examination. 1 will not go into a discussion 
of it; but, from my examination, | have come 
to the conclusion that it ought not to be passed. 
There is no foundation for the principal part of 

the sum in that bill. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I object to debate. 

Mr. McRAE. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose I have indicated. If I] 
were allowed to make an explanation, I could sat- 
isfy the House that the bill ought to pass. 

The rules were not suspended. 


NEW MEMBERS. 

Mr. BOYCE. lLask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate resolution (No. 86) in relation to the compen- 
sation of Senators’ and Representatives in Con- 
gress elected from new States. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas | 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. ] 


A message was received from the 
through Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had receded from its fifth | 
amendment to the bill making appropriations for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Yancton and 


‘Tonawanda Indians, and for other purposes; and || 


had also passed several private bills of the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Itis very evident that we | 
cannot pass any thing but private bills here to-_ 
night; and I therefore move a recess till nine 
o’clock to-morrow morning. If there be objec- 
tion, | move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. There isa motion to sus- 

end the rules already pending. 

Mr. CRAWFORD.  UHlere we have got the | 
miscellaneous appropriation bill on the Speaker’s 
table, and cannot get a vote to take it up. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (at twenty minutes | 
past twoo’clock.) I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 1} 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I appeal to the 
gentleman from South Carolina to withdraw his 
motion to suspend the rules at this time, that | 
may submit a motion to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the Senate amendments to the miscella- 
neous civil appropriation bill. 

Mr. BOYCE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. [now submit the | 
motion to take ap the amendments of the Senate |, 
to the miscellaneous civil bill. 1 am willing to || 


| Crawford, Davis ot 
|| of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 


| tellers on seconding the previous question. I hope 


, in the bill already—the provision in relation to 


Senate, || 


; what would be the effect of refusing to order the 
| main question to be put? 


| Bocock, 


have them considered either in the House or in |! 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. 


concerned, the only objection I have to taking up 
the bill is on account of the amendment to author- 
ize the reissue of Treasury notes. Butastheremay 
be some controversy about that being a revenue 
measure, | am inclined to let the chairman of || 
the Committee of Ways and Means try what he 
can do with it, 

Mr. DEAN. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to sus- 
pend the rules to take the bill from the Speaker's | 
table, and consider it in the House. | 

Mr. DEAN demanded the yeas and nays; and || 
tellers on the yeas and nays. \| 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Borce and |! 
Cuarree were appointed, 

Phe House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 22, noes 134. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. DEAN demanded tellers on the motion to || 
suspend the rules. i 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McQueen | 
and Hickman were appointed. 

The Heuse divided; and the tellers reported— | 
ayes 115, noes 45. 

“So (two thieds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended, and the Senate amendments to 
the miggalaneous bill were taken up. 


} 


1 
Mr. STANTON. As far as I am personally | 


|} Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Cobb, Covode, 





ous question, 1} 

Mr. KELSEY. Does that bring us to vote on 
the amendments in gross? 

The SPEAKER. No; on each one. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Do I under- 
stand that these amendments are to be considered 
in the House? 

The SPEAKER. That was the proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I did not so | 
understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated it distinctly, | 
more than once. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I should | 
like to have the yeas and nays on the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER. Upon ordering the main | 
question ? | 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I call for | 


the House will not second it, because I think it 
but fair that Lshould have an opportunity to offer 
the amendment that I before indicated to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The amendment 
to which the gentleman refers, | am informed, is 


to the decoration of the Capitol. This is the | 
condition of affairs: if this bill is to pass, we 
have no time for discussion. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I under- 
stand that there isan amendment here embracing | 
the subject of Treasury notes. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kesey | 
and Joun Cocunrane were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 
ayes 92, noes 75. | 
So the previous question was seconded. | 

' 

1 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, demanded the yeas || 


and nays on ordering the main question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. MILLSON. I would inquire of the Speaker 


Would not the subject | 
go over until the 4th of March ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair supposes so. | 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 

} 

| 

} 


the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 75; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, | 
sjonham, Bowie, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, 
Caskie, Cavanaugh, John B. Clark, Clay, John Cochrane, | 
Coliax, Comins, Corning, James Craig, Burton Craige, 
Maryland, Davis of Tadiana, Davis | 
English, 
Eustis, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, 


| Gilmet, Gooch, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, 


! 
| 
Lawrence W. fall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hodges, Hopkins, 
Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Jacob 
M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leiter, Letcher, Maclay, McKib- 
bin, McQueen, McRae, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Mason, Miles, | 
Millson, Moore, Morrill, Niblack, Nichols, Pendleton, Pey- | 
ton, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Powell, Reagan, | 
Royce, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Seott, | 
Searing, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, | 
Samuel A. Smith, Stallwerth, Stevenson, James A, Stewart, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vallandigham, 
Vance, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, 
Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, and Joun V. 
Wright—104. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Bennett, Bingham, 
Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton. Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, 


Davis of Massachasetts, Dawes, Dewart, Dodd, Durfee, 
Edie, Fenton, Florence, Foster, Gillis, Goodwin, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, Haskin, Hickman, Hill, Hoard, Hor- 
ton, Huyler, Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leidy, Humplirey Marshall, Mat- 
teson, Maynard, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. 





Morris, Mott, Murray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Phillips, || 


Pike, Poule, Reilly, Rieand, Robbins, Roberts, John Sher- 
man, Spinner, Stanton. William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, 


Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. | 


Wasburn, and Wood —75. 
So the main question was ordered to be now 


put. 
During the call of the roll, 


Mr. WARD stated that he had paired off with 


sury note bills. 
Mr. BLAIR (at three o’clock and nine minutes, 


/ a.m.) moved that the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BLAIR called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cotrax, and | 

Marsnatt of Kentucky were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 30, noes 109. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
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| Speaker signed the same. 


It is my amend- || 
| ment to that proposition to which [ allude. 


| 

| 
| Mr. Morse, of New York, on the tariff or Trea- 

| 









ENROLLED RESOLUTION, 
Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 


! Bills, reported that the committee had examined 


and found truly enrolled, a resolution in relatio 

to the second section of the act of Congress. » . 
titled ** An act to provide for the location Of cer. 
tain confirmed private land claims in the State of 
Missouri, and for other purposes;” when the 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATR, 


A message was received from the Senate, } 
Mr. Assury Dicks, their Secretary, informin 
the House that the Senate had passed the follow. 

| ing bills: 

An act (S. No. 454) for the relief of George B 
Bacon, late acting purser of the sloop-of-war Ports. 
mouth; in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House; and that it had passed 
without amendment; 

An act (H. R. No. 531) for the relief of Johy 
Perry, of Illinois; 

An act (H. R. C. C. No. 84) for the relief of 
Ferdinand Coxe; and 

An act (H.R. No. 648) for the relief of Gotlie} 
Scheerer, with an amendment; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

The question recurred on the motion to adjourn; 
and being taken, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 21, nays 146; as follows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Bennett, Bingham, Bishop, Blair, Bur- 


| lingame, Horace F. Clark, Covode, Dean, Dewart, Durfee, 
Haskin, Jeweu, Kelsey, John C. Kunkel, Isaac N. Morris, 


|| Murray, Olin, Potter, Purviance, William Stewan, and 


| Tompkins—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Armold, 
| Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Bliss, Boeock, Bonham, 
| Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, Buffinton, Bur- 
| nett, Burns, Case, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
| John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, 
| Corning, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford. Curtis, 
Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, &)- 
hou, English, Eustis, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Fenton, Fior- 


|| ence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, 


| Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Giow, 
| Lawrence W. Hail, Robert B. Hall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hick- 
man, Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Houston, Howard, 
Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, George W. Jones, Keim, Kei- 
logg, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, 
Leiter, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, 
Miles, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Mor- 
| ris, Freeman H. Morse, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, 
John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pike, Pottle, 
Powell, Reagan, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Ruffin, Russell, 
Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Henry M. Shaw, John 
Sherinan, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Robert Smith, 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Steven. 
son, James A. Stewart, Tappan, Miles Taylor, Thayer, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Ward, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
— White, Wood, Wortendyke, and John V. Wright— 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


First and second amendments of the Senate: 


Page two, strike out lines nineteen and twenty, as fol- 
| lows: “ For preserving the extension of the Treasury build- 
| ing, $50,000,” and insert in lieu thereof: 
| For continuation of construction of the Treasury exten- 
| 





sion, $500,000. 


Messrs. KUNKEL and STEWART, of Mary- 
land, demanded the yeas and nays. 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, called for tellers on 
| the yeas and nays. 
| ‘Tellers were not ordered. 
| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
| Third amendment: 


In the item for surveying public lands, strike out these 
words: ** And also including all the accounts for surveys of 
public land and private land claims in California, under con- 
' tracts prior to the 30th of June, 1857,’? and reduce the ap- 
propriation from * $103,000 » to ** $43,000." 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it in order to 

| move to disagree to all the amendments, except 

the Treasury note amendment, and to let us take 

a separate vote on that? 
Objection was made. 
Fourth amendment: 


In the item for hire of carts upon the public grounds, re- 
_ duce the appropriation from $1,878 to $1,005. 


| The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 

Insert in the following paragraph, For annual repairs of 
the Capitol, water-closets, public stables, water pave- 
ments, and other walks within the Capitol square, broken 
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a locks, $5,000,’ these words: ‘* And for the pro- 
tion of the building.’’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


In the paragraph for the repairs of Pennsylvania avenue, 
crease We appropriation from $2,000 to $3,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 


after the paragraph, that none of the money appropriated 
yall be appropriated in the decoration and embellishment 
se Capitol extension, by painting or sculpture, unless 
ve same shall have been approved by the art commission 
‘worized by the act of 12th June, 1858, in the manner 
ugted in that act. add as follows: 
~ But this previston shall not be so construed as to inter- 


foe with the completion and payment for works already || 


un by Crawford and Rogers, or the completion of the 


heat 


vainting of rooms in the north room already partly painted, 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Eighth amendment: 
Insert: 


For extending to the center building of the Capitol, the || 


system of heating adopted tor the wings, $74,000. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Ninth amendment: 


wert: 
making the necessary alterations in the rooms as- 
ciyed to the Court of Claims, including the removal of a 
partition between the rooms formerly occupied by the Sen- 
ate Committees On Military and on Indian Affairs, $5,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Tenth amendment: 

Forcompleting the aqueduct to supply the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown with Potomac water, $250,000. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 
‘ Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 

Insert: 

Forgrading and graveling B street south, between Seventh 
and Fourteenth streets west, setting curb, paving gutter with 


stone, and footway with brick, on the north side of the same, 
next to the public reservation, $7,979 5v. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twefth amendment: 

For paving, grading, and improving F street north, be- 
tween Ninth and Fourteenth streets west, §8,887 39. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 


For deficiencies in the Executive extraordinary expenses | 
‘nKansas Territory, during the administration of Governor 
Join W. Geary, $690 40. 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

For introducing the Potomac water into the botanic gar- 
den, and building a cistern therein, $1,000. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 


For completing certain volumes of the exploring expe- 
dition, now nearly finished, and pay of superintendent, the 
sum of $8,220 U5. 


Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. BLISS. I should like to know what ex- 
ploration that is? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know. 

Mr. PETTIT. I will answer, if the House 
will allow me. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I object. 

Mr. BLISS called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Briss and 
FavLgNeR were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 76, noes 50. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of War to pay for the purchase 
of stores, furnished for the use of volunteers engaged in 
suppressing Ludian hostilities in the Tezritory of Washing- 
ton, during the late Indian hostilities in that Territory, 
$7 000, with interest from the time the money was advanced 
by Governor Douglass for said purchase. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment: 


For the payment of volunteers employed in Florida during 
the years 1857 and 1858, and whp were called into service 
Ly the requisition of the President or the Governor of that 
State, the sum of $413,600, or so much thereof, as may be 
hecessary lo pay the amount found due, for the time said 
poe were actually in the service of the United States: 
icc alowed Wf aw tas woos se Wold 
Ww to al 
States Army, 
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LOBE. 


Mr. KILGORE called for the yeas and nays. || 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 53; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Abi, Atkins, Barksdale, Barr, 
Bighop, Blair, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brayton, Bryan, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, Caskie, 
Chaffee, Chapman, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane. Joun Coch- 
rane, Comins, Crawford, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mis- 
sissippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dewart, Dowdell, 
Edie, Edmundson, Eijliott, Eustis, Florence, Foley, Foster, 
Gillis, Gilmer, Gooch, Greenwood, Gregg, Grover, Law- 
rence W. Hall, Robert B. Hall, Hawkins, Hopkins, Horton, 
Howard, Jackson, Keim, Kellogg, Knapp, Lamar, Landy, 
Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, MeQueen, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Miles, Moore, Morrill, Freeman H. Morse, Niblack, 
Nichols, John 8S. Phelps, Pottle, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, 
Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Shorter, Single- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, James A. 
Stewart, William Stewart, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, 
Thayer, Vailandigham, Vanee, Ward, Israel Washburn, 
Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Wortendyke, 
and John V. Wright—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Bingham, 
Bliss, John B. Clark, Cobb, Colttax, Corning, Covode. James 
| Craig, Curtis, Dodd, Durfee, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
| Garnett, Granger, Groesbeck, Grow, Hoard, Houston, 
| Lluyler, George W. Jones, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Millson, Morgan, Isaac N. 
| Morris, Murray, Palmer, Pendleton, Peyton, Potter, Rob- 
bins, Roberts, Henry M. Shaw, Robert Smith, Spinner, 
| Stevenson, Tappan, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, and Elliiu B. 
| Washburne—53. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 


For repairs on the Long Bridge, over the Potomac, at 
Washington, $5,000; to be expended under the direction 
of the Commissiouer of Public Buildings. 


The amendment was concurred in, 
Nineteenth amendment: 


Senate Chamber tor the Supreme Court, with twelve rooms 
for the use of the court, its officers, and records, and forthe 


former Supreme Courtroom for the law library of Congress, 
which rooms are hereby assigned for these purposes, ac- 
cording to the plan prepared under the direction of the Su- 
preme Court, $38,000. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment: 


privilege, except so far as conterred by special laws as a 
| personal privilege, be, and the same is hereby, abolished. 


Mr. ENGLISH called for the yeas and nays. 





The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 84, nays 89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bo- 
cock, Bonham, Branch, Bryan, Buffinton, Burnett, Burns, 
| Caskie, Cavanaugh, Cobb, John Cochrane, Coliax, Corning, 
| Crawford, Davis of Mississippi, Dawes, Dean, Dowdell, 
| Durfee, Edmundson, English, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, 
| Greenwood, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert B. Hall, 
| Haskin, Hateb, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Huyler, Jackson, 
| Jewett, George W. Jones, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Jacob M. 
| Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, 

Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Miles, Moore, Isaac N. Mor 
| ris, Niblack, Pettit, Peyton, John 8S. Phelps. William W. 
| Phelps, Potter, Pottle, Powel!, Reagan. Reilly, Ruffian, Rus- 
| sell, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, John Sher- 
man, Shorter, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, James A. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| 
j 


Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bowie, B-ayton, Burlingame, Case, 
Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, John B. 
i Clark, Clay, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of 
| Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Da- 
vis of Iowa, Dewart, Edie, Elliott, Fenton, Florence, Fos- 
| ter, Gillis, Gilmer, Gooch, Granger, Gregg, Grover, Grow, 
Harris, Hawkins, Hodges, Horton, Howard, Jenkins, Keim, 
Kellogg, Knapp, Lamar, Leidy, Lovejoy, Matteson, May- 
nard, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Freeman U1. Morse, Mur 
ray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, Phillips, Ricaud, 
Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Savage, Judson W. Sherman, 
Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Wil 


burn, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, White, 
| Whiteley, Winslow, and Wood—89. 

| During the vote, ; 

| Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, stated that if he were 


‘©ay;’’ but as he wanted to give his successor the 


| no.” 

| Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, said, if he had been 
| in the Hall when his name was called, he would 
| have voted ‘‘ ay.”’ 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that if he had been in 
| have emphatically voted ‘ay.’ 

| Mr.SCOTT. I move to reconsider the vote 


by which the House non-concured in the third 
amendment. 


a member of the next Congress, he would vote | 


same advantages as he had had, he would vote | 


the Hall when his name was called, he would | 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I move to reconsider 
the vote whereby the House concurred in the 





| fourth amendment. 


\ 


drainage, water, and gas-pipes, and for the fitting up the | 


Mr. WINSLOW. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the last amendment was non-con- 
curred in; and I move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I withdraw the motion, 

The motions made by Mr. Scorr and Mr. 
Grerenwoop were entered. 


Twenty-first amendment: 

To enable the Commissioner of Publie Buildings to pay 
to John F. Callan, for stone taken from square No. 562, in 
Washington city, and used in paving New Jersey avenue, 
$162. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-second amendment: 


That, for procuring the necessary furniture for the Sen- 
ate Chamber, the audience room, the committee-rooms, 
the rooms occupied by the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, and other rooms of the north wing of the Capitol in 
the occupancy of the Senate, and its appendages, the su- 
perintendent of the Capitol extension be directed to make 
a survey and ascertain what articles of furniture will be 
needed, with the materials, designs, and dimensions of the 
same ; and that he be, and is hereby, authorized to publish 
the proper specifications and description of the articles 
which may be required, and invite sealed proposals to be 
made to bim within thirty days from the date of the first 
publication of the same, for the manufacture and construc- 


| tion of the said articles of furniture, to be opened, at the 


appointed time, in the presence of the bidders or other 
persons; and that a contract or contracts for such furniture 
shall be made with the lowest and best bidder, reterence 
being had to the quality of the material, the superiority of 
workmanship, and the time in which the same shall be 
completed; and that proper security shall be taken for the 
faithiul and prompt execution of the work; and that, for 


: 3 ; || the purpose of paying for the said furniture, as it may be 
For the altering, fitting up, and furnishing the former || 


completed and delivered, to the satisfaction of the said 
superintendent, such sum of money as may be required 
therefor be, and the same hereby is, appropriated out of 
any moneyin the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 
Provided, Tivat the amount to be expended, under this sec- 


| tion, shall not exceed $50,000. 


That from and after the Ist day of July next, the franking | 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
A message was received from the Senate by 


| Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the House 


that the Senate have passed, without amendment, 
a bill of the House (No. 873) for relief of Lucy 
A. Wakefield, widow of the late Benjamin Wake- 


| field. 


That the Senate have passed bills of the follow- 
ing titles, in which he was directed to ask the 
concarrence of the House: 

An act (No. 586) for the relief of Abby S. 
Chapin; 

An act (S. No. 608) for the relief of Stewart 
MecGowen; and 

An act (No. 607) to provide for the final settle- 
ment of the accounts of Abram Edwards, late 
register of the land office at Kalamazoo, Mich- 


| igan. 


Stewart, Tappan, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Tompkins, | 
Watkins, Woodson, Wortendyke, and John V. Wright— | 
84 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Bennett, | 


ai 


liam Stewart, Thayer, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, ‘| 
Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Ward, Cadwalader C. Wash- || 


Twenty-third amendment of the Senate: 


Add the following additional section : 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the lotof ground 
in the city of Philadelphia, heretofore agreed to be purchased 
by the United States trom the American Philosophical So- 
ciety as a site for a court-house, shall be sold at public auc- 
tion to the highest and best bidder. And that the lot in said 
city, heretofore purchased from the Bank of Pennsylvania 
for a post office, shall also be sold at public auction for the 
best price it will bring, provided that said lot shall not be 
sold tor an aggregate price of less than $205,000. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask that this 
amendment may be considered in connection with 
the one following. It will be seen that they make 
no increase of appropriation; but merely Daa 

di 


for a change in the site of the public buildings in 
Philadelphia. 

Twenty-fourth amendment: 

Add the following additianal section : 

Seo. —. Andhe tt further enacted, Thatthe sum orsums 


| of money raised by the sale of the lots and grounds author- 


| ized to be sold hy the preceding section of this act, together 


with the unexpended balance of the appropriation for the 
construction of a post office at Philadelphia, be applied and 


| expended as follows, to wit: for the purchase of the first 


| lot west of the custom-house, commouly known as the 


; 


i 
| 
| 
it 
| 





| 


Levy eorner, a sum not exceeding $75,000; for the pur- 


| chase of the uext adjoining lot west, known as the Bailey 
| jot, assum not exceeding $86,000; and for the construction 


of a building on the said Levy and Bailey lots suitable for 
a court-house and post office a sum not exceeding the re- 
mainder of the money not disposed of as above provided. 
And it shall be the duty of the Seeretary of the Treasury 
and the Postmaster General and the Attorney General to 
execute the two foregoing sections of this act: Provided, 
That the whole amount to be expended in the construction 
of said building shali not exeeed the balance of the amount 


received from the sale of the said lots and the balance of 


the appropriation. 
The amendments were concurred in, 
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Twenty-fifth amendment: 


4s the fullowing additional section: 
Seo. — 

claims referred to in the fourth section of the act of 26th Sep 
tember, 1850, entitled ** An act providing for the examina 
tion and settlement of claims tor land at the Sault Sre. 
Marie, in Michigan,” and reported upon by the register and 
receiver at Sault Ste. Marie, pursuant to said act, shall be 
entitled to recognition and confirmation, in the same man- 
ner and on the same terms as the claims of individuals 
therein provided for; and, upon the final approval of the 
said claims, as presented in the eighth scetion of the act 
aforesaid, patents shall be issued therefor. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty -sixth amendment: 


Ada, as an additional section, the following: 

Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That, tor the purpose 
of useertaining the probable cost of the execution of the va- 
rious plans which have been reported to Congress for the 
enlargementof the public grounds surrounding the Capitol, 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings be, and hereby is, di 
rected to ascertain as far as possible, by conference with 
the owners of the private property within the limits of said 
reported plans, the price demanded therefor, and to report 
the same, together with his own estimate of the value there 
of, to Congress, as early as practicable after the first Mon- 
day in December next: and further, to submit, with said 
report, such drawings of said plans as shall exhibit clearly 
the slopes, terraces, walks, and roadways within and 
around said grounds, with an estimate, in detail, of the 
quantity of each description of work involved in the exeeu- 
tion of each of the said proposed plans and the probable cust 
of the same. 

Mr. LETCHER. How far does this plan pro- 
»o8e to extend the grounds? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. From Bladensburg, on the 
one side, to Georgetown, on the other. (Laugh- 
ter.] 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twenty-seventh amendment: 

Add the following as an additional section to the bill: 

Sec. —. Awl be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the passage of this act, each member of the Senate who may 
attend any extra or called session of the Senate in the reeess 
of Congress, and who was nota member of either House 
of Congress at the expiration of the Congress preceding 
such extra or called session of the Senate, shall be entitled 
to receive his mileage at said extra or called session of the 
Senate, instead of the commencement of the regular ses 


eion of Congress succeeding such extra or called session of 


the Senate; and that such sum as may be necessary to pay 
the mileage aforesaid be, and the same is hereby, appropri 
nted out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 


‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Twenty-eighth amendment: 


Add the following as an additional section to the bill: 

Src. —. And he it further enacted, That the power to issue 
and reissue ‘Treasury notes, conferred on the President of 
the United States by the act entitled ** An act to authorize 
the issue of Treasury notes,” approved 23d December, 1857, 
be, and the same hereby is, revived and continued in force 
from the passage of this act until the Ist of July, 1860; and, 
to defray the expenses thereof, the sum of $5,000 is hereby 
appropriated : Provided , That said notes may be issued bear 
ing interest not exceeding six per centum per annum, and 
thatit shall uot be necessary, as directed by the original act, 
aforesaid, after advertisement, to exchange them for specie 
to the bidder, or bidders, who shall agree to make such ex- 
change at the lowest rate of interest upon said notes ; and 
that in all other respects the reissue of said Treasury notes 
shall be eubject to the terms and conditions of the act afore- 
said. 


Mr, JONES, of Pennsylvania. I make the 
point of order on that amendment, that, under the 
decision arrived at by the House on the Post Of- 
fice appropriation bill, the Senate has no right, 
under the Constitution, to insert a clause of this 
kind in an appropriation bill. Iask that the first 


article of the seventh section of the Constitution 


may be read. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 
* All bills raising revenue shall originate in the House of 


Representatives; but the Semate may propose, or concur, 


with amendments, as on other bilis.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I make the 


ill for raising revenue; because it is pledging the 
faith of this Government for the money which is 


either to pass a bill to raise that revenue or to re- 
pudiate the debt. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not perceive | 
how the question of order could be made upon | 


theamendment. It would devolve upon the Chair 
the necessity of disposing, by-his volition, of an 
amendment sent here by the 
States. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. { appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. 
“poe table. 

rv. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would inquire 

if this amendment does not propose to take up 


And be it further enacted, That the missionary | 


nate of the United | : 
Dean, Dewart, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
| Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, 


H, 1 move to lay the appeal | 
Marea, Bett, 


= 
: lips. 
i Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spin- 


the notes that the Government has outstanding 
and give new ones in place of them? It is not 
borrowing money, but giving new ones for old 
ones. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Itis legislation 
on an appropriation bill, which is expressly pro- 
hibited by the rules of this House; and this 
House cannot do, by indirection, what the rules 
absolutely prohibit it from doing directly. 

The SPEAKER. This is the action of the Sen- 


ate; and the rules of the House are not applica- 
ble to it. 


Mr. MILLSON. 
Chair? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that he 
has nothing to do with the question, whether the 
amendment is in order, or constitutional, or not. 
That is a question for the House to determine by 
their votes. 

Mr. MILES, 
ing an old debt afloat is raising revenue, or not? 

Mr. STANTON. 


What is the decision of the 


are a good many members scattered round the 
Hall, and I want to give them time to come in. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 37; as follows: 


| 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnold, 
Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, | 
Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, 


Cavanaugh, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John 


Cochrane, Comins, Corning, James Craig, Burton Craige, | 
Crawlord, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of lowa, Dean, Dow- | 
dell, Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Foley, | 


Garnett, Gilmer, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence W. 
Hall, Robert B. Hall, Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, Hodges, Hop- 
kins, Honston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Letcher, Maclay, 
MeKibbin, MeQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Millson, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrill, Freeman tl. Morse, Mout, Niblack, Nichols, Pendie- 
ton, Peitt, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Powell, Reagan, Reilly, 


Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Ruffin, Russell, Savage, Scales, | 


Scott, Searing, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Shorter, 
Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Tappan, George Taylor, 
Miles ‘Taylor, Thayer, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, 
Waldron, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
kins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
and John V. Wright—120. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bennett, Blair, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Case, Horace F. Clark, Colfax, Covode, Curtis, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dewart, Edie, Fenton, 
Foster, Gooeh, Grow, Haskin, Owen Jones, Keim, Kilgore, 
John C. Kunkel, Lovejoy, Matteson, Murray, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Potter, Ricaud, Judson W. Sherman, Tompkins, 
Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburn, and Wood—37. 


So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. KELSEY stated that he had paired off for 
the rest of the session with Mr. Sewarp. 

Mr. SPINNER stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Porte, had paired off for the balance of the ses- 
sion with Mr. Smirn, of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. LOVEJOY, the reading of 
the list was dispensed with. 

And then the vote was announced as above re- 
corded. 


Mr. EDIE demanded the yeas and nays on the | 


amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 92, nays 93; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, 
Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, 


| Burns, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, 


Corning, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Davis of 
Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, El- 
liott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, Gilmer, 
Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence W. 


| Hall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hill, Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, 
| Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Lamar, 


ieee that a bill to borrow money is, virtually, a | Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Millson, Moore, Niblack, 


Landy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQbeen, Samuel 8. 


I want to know whether keep- | 


I ask the yeas and nays on | 
the motion to lay the appeal upon the table. There | 





| 
| 





Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Powell, Reagan, Ruffin, | 


| Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Henry 
borrowed; and it is compulsory on the House || M._ 
| Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, George 


M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. 
Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance 


John V. Wright—92. 
NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ah 


| 
Watkins, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, and | 


Andrews, Bennett, | 


1 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, | 


F. Clark, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of 
Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, 


Robert B. Hall, oe Haskin, Hoard, Horton, Howard, 


Huyler, Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kilgore, Knapp, John 
C. Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, 
Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. 


urray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Phil- 
ke, Potter, Purviance, Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, 


| Case, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace | 


j 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








March 3. 


Se 





a 


ner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Tha 
kins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
ie Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 


om 
, White, ani 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

a nna above call, 

r. PS, of Minnesota, stated that he had 

paired off with Mr. Morais, of Pennsylyanj 
the remainder of the night ome 

Mr. WARD stated that he had paired ; 
his colleacue, Mr. Morse. sire al 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, stated that Mr 
Bisuop had paired off with some gentleman on 
the other side. He would have voted in the 
affirmative. - 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colle 
Hickman, had paired off. wpe Me. 

Mr. HOUSTON stated that his colleague, Mr 
Curry, was detained at his room by illness, 

Mr. STEVENSON stated that his colleague 
Mr. Taxzor, had paired off with Mr. Gruman, of 
Maine. 

Mr. HAWKINS stated that Mr. Kerrr had 
paired off with Mr. Ritcuie. 


The vote was then announced as above re. 
corded. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the amendment was 
non-concurred in; and moved to lay that motion 
upon the table. 

Mr. McQUEEN demanded the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 86, nays 93; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case 
Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dewanrt, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Gooch, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harris, Haskin, Hoard, 
Horton, Howard, Huyler, Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, 
Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, 
Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Freeman 
H. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, 
Pettit, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Purviance, Reilly, Ricaud, 
Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Johu Sherman, Judson W. Sher- 
man, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Israel Washburn, and Wood—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ahl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, 
Burnett, Burns, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John 
Cochrane, Corning, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, 
Garnett, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grover, Lawrence 
W. Hall, Hatch, Hill, Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Jacob M. Kunkel, La- 
mar, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, McRae, Sam- 
uel S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Millson, Moore, 
Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Powell, Rea- 
gan, Ruffin,Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Henry 
M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. 
Snrith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, George 
Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vauce, 
Watkins, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, and 
John V. Wright—93. 


So the motion to reconsider was not laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I withdraw 
my motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I renew it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Can the gentleman re- 
peat this motion to reconsider time and again? 

The SPEAKER. The question was last taken 
on the motion to lay upon the table, and not on 
the motion to reconsider. The motion to recon- 
sider has not been voted on. 

Mr. PURVIANCE. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; and on that motion 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Let us take the 
vote direct on the motion to reconsider. We have 
just taken the vote on the motion to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. . 

Mr. PURVIANCE. I decline to withdraw my 
motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. , 

The question was taken;and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 83, nays 93; as follows: 

“ YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Bennett, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra c ; Horace F. Clark, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Mary- 
land, Davis of visof a oy ee . 
Dewart, Dodd, Durfee, Bale, Fecheventis enton, T; 
Gooch, Goodwin Granger, row, Robert B. Hall, Harris, 
Haskin, Hoard, Horton, , Keim, Kellogg, Ki 

Knapp, John €. Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, Hum- 
prey Marah Murray Nichols Cun Pama ass, 
Phillips, Pike, Potter, Purviance, Robbins eae 
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